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ROOT CONSE of UMD Ree OLA 
by Lindsey Arnold 


Protessoneu -CVMpeKecraor ur 
bibbreal studies: Department in the 
ll December 1980 issue of Viewpoint 
addressed the following question: 
What bearing do a Biblical scholar's 
DeLsonevecharactereandepravates lite 
MavcwOnsOureevalvationgolathatescho- 
lar's competence. as a scholar? 
Professor Beker's reply was quite 
pointed. He termed the question 
itself "simply erroneous and even 
immoral and, said. those whowconsi-— 
Deve omceriOulynrane, sCauen tei nyea 
worse Pharisaism than is reported 
PaescreuplLure .™ 


I am uncomfortable about pub- 
mica eeyperrtrei7ingsasprotessorrand 
feel a sense of submission towards 
those who are set over me to teach, 
buy a2bescems-tol me that ‘inthis 
case Professor Beker is wrong, and 
that even simple common sense shows 
that personal character. does influ- 
ence scholarship;  particularlyran 
Bapl veal vudtes., 


Professor Beker had two objec- 
Bronce elo stirs. cues t TON! see) )t.pHe 
Prins 1 woOone toeteal that ta 
"sanctified life ., determines 
| exegetical competence." "There are 
| many heretics and unbelievers who 
| Shed exciting new light on Biblical 

Pextcrmmee jy) tioesces the tquestion 
imitself as a hidden attack on the 
| historical method because, in his 
lmwords, it [the method] supposedly 
| is so clearly the method of 'immor- 
lal’ unbelievers." Therefore he 
| sees the question as invalid. 


are impious, 


the second objection was a tan- 
gent or Sago and (logically 
speaking) does not bear on the ques- 
tion as it was actually asked. It 
was largely a sidetrack. 


The first objection, however, 
is germane and largely correct. 
Morality indeed does not determine 
scholarly ability. There are good 
and: bad scholars who are pious; 
there are good and bad scholars who 
Also, Christians do 


have to be careful about judgmental 
and self-righteous attitudes. Prof- 
essor Beker has sounded a warning we 
Should heed, but mistakenly takes 
this warning to an invalid extreme. 


It is obvious that moral beha- 
vior affects one's scholarship. 
People are not computers, with one 
program to plug in while engaged in 
scholarly. punsumtsspand another stor 
moral conduct. All things in a per- 
son's life are to some extent con- 
nected and interrelated. This is 
obvious in extreme cases. How hon- 
estly or forcefully will a married 
scholarswhio ms aneithesmidsteorvan 
affair exegete "Thou shat not com- 
mit adultery"? Or how well will a 
pastor who is embezzling funds from 
hivehpatis ha nancsPar NOUNS has soe MO, 
steal? Is iteliikelythateaan.aris- 
tocratic European scholar will exe- 
gete the passage concerning the fail- 
ure of the rich young man to follow 
Jesus in the same manner in which a 
South American social activist would? 
These are simplistic examples, to be 
SUE DULetnee PLAnchplen i Ssactear: 
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A MANDATE FOR MINISTRY 
by the-P.T.S. Cross-Culture 
Mission Group 


Picture yourself with rain 
fallingabout you like a mammoth 
waterfall. You feel like a help- 
less beetle under a flower leaf as 
you hide under your tiny plastic 
umbrella. Each splashy step brings 
you a Jittle, closer £o sour dry 
destination: the library. 


At last you perceive the first 
gather momentum 


Set Cf cdoorcas yoOUunge x 

and joyously take a bounding leap 
toward them. You smash against them 
and land on your back in the torrents 
of water like an upside-down turtle, 
your feet frantically in the air. 


You struggle to your feet and 
realize why the door wouldn't open: 
it was Vockede But) you area libra- 
rian, one of the few who owns a set 

tf keys, = Yournotiree your sorey 
brown lunch in the puddles below, 
But decides torLeave it there. “There 
is a more urgent situation berore 
crowds of people are waiting 


you: 
CO rkeh In, 

On your right side is a line 
of 85 people. On your left are 
fifteen people, And the door in 
the middle--nobody is waiting there, 
You have an urge to lunge for the 
middle door, jam in the key, and 
wisk yourself out of the wetness 
But you hesitate, knowing this will 
leave many in the rain and that 
each minute brings them greater 


misery. 


You quickly weigh the options. 
You could unlock the door on your 
Vert OL vou Coulay ul UckitoGr oor 
on your ee but you know you 
must decide immediately. Which door 
will you unlock first? You must 
decide, 


Now take the more realistic 
Situation. We are Princeton Semi- 


nary students preparing for the min- 
istry. We know the gospel; we have 
the "keys to the kingdom." Over 


half of the world--about 2.7 billion 


people are "in the rain." They 
have not yet learned the good news 
Of COduSplLan sors Uieiieiine Giirte.bs 
These 2.7 billion people can be 
divided into two groups: those who 
have a church or some formar. 
Christian outreach available to 
them (about 15%), and those who do 
not (over 85%).* The need of the 
second group is staggering, but 

the laborers are far too few. For 
example, there are approximately 

2 billion Chinese, HinduS and Mus- 
iims who have not heard the gospel, 
and who are not being reached 
through any national church or mis- 
sion organization. Only a few hun- 
dred missionaries from a variety of 
nations and cultures have begun to 
share the gospel with these people. 


Part of thesminvetry, 1s.learn— 
ing about cross-cultural missions © 
both in the U.S.A. and around the 
globe. By doing so we can challenge 
ourselves and others to pray speci- 
fically about missions situations. 
God has given many of the people 
with whom we work the ability to 
pray consistently and fervently for 
missions,and some are interested in 
cross-cultural missions work. But 
they may never get involved if they 
do not understand the need, 


The Princeton Seminary Cross- 
Cultural Missions Group challenges 
you to grow in your awareness and 
concern of the variety of needs in 
our world. This group has a three- 
fold purpose: To provide prayer and 
fellowship support for students and 
faculty who have a vision or call “to 
cross-cultural missions; To present 
the variety and scope of cross-cul- 
tural missions: to the jPal ss gcampus: 
And to aid in the preparation of 
potential cross-cultural missionaries 
Our co-ordinators are "Gala" Atkin- 
son, Jill Hartwell, and Paul Meyerend 
We encourage you to be involved in 
our activities this year. We invite 
you to join us at our weekly meet- 
ings on Monday afternoons from 12:30 
to 1:10 in Room 3, Campus Center. (Wf 


*Arthur Glasser, et.al... pOruerau 
Dimensions in World Evangelization 
(Pasadena, CA: William Carey Lib- 
ran.) 1976) appa neeon 
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CAPTAIN MARVEL 
by Steve Booth 


Captain Marvel. Captain Mar- 
vel, sailor of the wine-dark seas. 
He enlisted in the navy when he 
was eighteen, back in '39, and 
Spent an undistinguished term in 
whe Pactiie atea “suppl yadepot? on 
Wake Island. Upon war's end he 
meaded east, of all directions) to 
Singapore and after three weeks of 
drunken sloshing about he hitched 
up with a merchant freighter bound 
HOmeDOlG@LS On tne south China sea, 
And for the next twenty years or 
so Seaman Marvel became Captain 
Marvel, a salt-wisened,.. pickled’ or 
purified old goat who gained noto- 
riety as a reliable navigator © 
through troubled and mysterious 
waters.» Thenin '68 he settled in 
Venice, Califormia; hung his hat 
at a sandy first-floor 3-room flat 
and became sole proprietor of a 
carnival merry-go-round, "no com- 
DUA wa LSemmromiule: Oe Co Sle “and no 
underhanded tactics from the uni- 
ON Sisaaelle eSeCZ. 


Not old enough to remember the 
crash of 1929 but old enough to 
feel it, whatever the hell that 
distinction me®ns, is how he de- 
scribes himself to those who listen 
Omi Su Suorless SANG =Ledi “stories, 
he does, to people who'll share a 
brew with him, especially the women 
Wiom Sec ticmiace On a father Or a. 
lover reflected in his blue eyes 
and would enjoy creeping through - 
any erevice Of his weathered face. 
His tales of multitudes of Sailors 
anosnookers, sliding jabout thesbeer 
foam and sawdust of a c@©rner dive 
on the Singapore waterfront rate 
Wetneches pesteyou,re liable to hear 
on the entire eastern edge of the 
Pacific. One never knows if the 
story involves an actual Captain 
Marvel or just a fictionalized 
Marvel, but while listening to it 


one doesn't pause to care. It is 
his enjoyment at reflection and 


quiet assurance of the accuracy of 
his descriptions that people remem- 
ber most, His voice generates a 
non-alcoholic buzz in the heads of 
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those who listen to his stories and 
who might even take them to heart, 
Captain Marvel is dignified and he 
occasionally smiles knowingly to 
the people, primarily under 35, who 
know him andblow a Sunday afternoon 
case of Bud with him. 


Searching--that's how sociolo- 
gists explain those living amongst 
and in the sweaty, tightly-clad 
society of Venice today. They see 
our Captin, now aged, and know that 
he isn't into T-shirts that make 
statements nor has he striven after 
Cleavage. Marvel just runs his 
merry-go-round, remains comfortable 
in worn white dungarees and faded, 
crumpledwshirt,. and. fells stories 
to those who'll get off the freeway 
or walkway and take time to listen. 
People marvel at a man without 
wheels, either in an automobile or 
on the bottom of shoes, who has 
chosen to move about on iron ships 
and wooden horses. "Did enough 
travel LingetOwlact cen | LLetimecius 
is how he answers those who wonder 
at his desire to live out weeks, 
months and years in an area no lar- 
Pern wuNanGixesquare (Cia ye DLOcias 
He has the ocean, you might say, 
andthe Suv -cOOLs ne O11. 26-1 crops 
into the brine every evening, but 
you won't see the Captain sitting 
on the beach gazing toward the west 
with longing or desire. "Seen ev- 
erything to be seen over there," 
he was heard to say once; and I 
think everybody believes him, 


some nosy people want to know 
advoumeune: Cantatn, cupersonal wlaae 
but those with any -.wisdom realize 
that, the magic doesn't rest. in his 
womel,. habits, .or, posessione,. 
Rather he has lived his life in an 
occasionally laudable and always 
excruciating manner and has decided 
to settle as the poet laureate of 
an undeserving carnival town located 
on America's lower west side. And 
if you take the time to listen you 
can have a hint of his experience 
for your very own. @ 
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Lindsey Arnold. . 


Maybe in some very esoteric disci- 
plines scholarship can be totally 
divorced from one's life. But in 
Biblical scholarship total objecti- 
vity is nearly impossible; the Bible 
comes too close to the lives of those 
who examine it convicting them if sin 
is. present in an area of their lives. 


One of the tasks we perform as 
clergy is to "rightly divide the 
word of truth" insofar as possible 
Tor Our people. = cholars: produce 
the tools which help us to do this 
task. We should never allow our- 
selves to fall into the trap of has- 
tily judging, condemning, slandering, 
or gossiping about those who serve us 
through their gift of scholarship, 
and we should aiways keep our profes- 
sors and scholars in our prayers. 
But likewise, we should not be stupid 
or blind to the reality that sin does 
indeed exist and affects scholar- 
ship along with the rest of creation. 
We are learning in order to impart 
to others, so to consider carefully 
what we are being taught is part of 
our duty to those we are called to 
serve. FB 








Viewpoint is published by the 
Stcudentsvors Pll. 5) slits Soma we OUrna 
for discussion of issues facing the 
Schoo land tne, churches 1.1 sea soma 
vehicle for creative expression, 

The opimiens in Viewpgint are those of 
the contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Seminary or the editorial 
stat fe | | : 

Contributions of essays, poetry, 
stories, commentary, and graphics are 
welcome and will be carefully con- 
Sidered, All contributions must be 
Signed; names may be withheld upon 
request. Contributions and letters 
may be left in the Viewpoint box at 
the switchboard in the Administration 
Building. 


Editors: Meredith Cargill and Cindy 
Shepherd. 


EDITORS*' NOTE 


We generally do not print 
articles which are not written. 


Deadline for next issue of 
Viewpoint: Thursday, 19 February. 
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The Theater of Codes Grace 


ine ineatlel ss 


By Paul F. Rack 


(Note: This sermon was preached in 
Miller Chapel on February 3, MOIS) « 


"Behold, now is the acceptable 
time; behold, now icles daynot 
salvation.” (II Corinthians Gault?) 
The stress comes on the repeated 
"Now" which jars us out Ono UT COM 
placency and procrastination. 


"Now" is a term that we don't 
quite know how to handle. This is 
the case for many people in the Mod- 
ern Age, but it is DAGeCULan ey, 
true in a place such as this semi- 
nary. Who here can truly take to 
heart this idea, that the theater of 
God's grace is the living present? 
For too many of us, seminary, iMalie 
from being a living present, is a 
means to another end. Tt iiss 60070. put 
Mtoe eMI iS ULy:s reconciliation, and 
community off until after graduation, 
ordination, and installation. Con- 
trary to Paul, our message HS tLO- 
morrow is the opportune PuIMerwitO— 
morrow is the day of ea yas Olle 


This all seems quite harmless; 
even responsible, to pe wSOnLndus— 
trious in preparing for our TuGuULe 
ministry. But it is actually a 
very subtle terror in the face of 
the present that pervades the at- 
mosphere of post-industrial culture. 
We cannot handle "TOW. aoc ame 
to P.T.S. four years ago with high 
hopes, energy» and tremendous en- 
thusiasm. 1 and my class met a 
systematic ashtaislacon institutional 
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preservation, administrative indif- 
ference, and academic petrification. 
We discovered an institution ap- 
parently profoundly terrified of 

sts own students. We learned that 
now is not the time nor the place 
for being a new creation 9f per™ 
forming a ministry of reconciliation 
Now ig not the time for community, 
or caring for neighbors. Now is not 
the time for a Black Studies pro- 
gram, or to disassociate ourselves 
from apartheid. There will be time 
for all that. We can assign ae O 

a committee... 


I used to be angry at the sem— 
inary over all this. But why moan? 
This same attitude characterizes 
the whole culture. We'r going to 
be facing this from the church, the 
state, the federal government -- 
whoever. "Don't rush the Lys: ol 
tion." "New programs take time to 
show results." "Things will be 
better in the future." 


Well, I've got news: tomorrow 
is the opiate of the people. There 
is no reason for optimism about our 
future. Resources are peingrae= 
pleted. Pollution gets worse. Wea 
pons proliferate and power becomes 
concentrated. 


And while on the one hand we 
use the projected better PUSULre as 
5 socialenarcotic, Wwe at the same 
time perpetuate a technological cu- 
ture which turns every relationshii 
into an I-It. AS Martin Buber 
points out, this forces us to re- 
legate things to the analyzable, 
objectified past. So we flee from 
the present in both directions. 

And since to be is to be present, 
our flight is a flight imo -non- 
Delneet pos Ls nostalgia. Feople 
become means to other ends. We 
fuse to allow the present to be 
end in-tselt. 


In reaction against at bass 
people try in their own ways to 
Livesinesthe present, but they do 
this without becoming changed peo- 
ple and their behavior is simply 
hedonistic and irresponsible. Th? 
attitude betrays the kind of gree¢ 
that I had come to associate with 
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The Theater of God's Grace - 


continued 

the Studio 54 crowd or the "me" 
Pcuelo Ou peu Very Lite = spe ope, 
nature, myself -- exists to be en- 


joyed, wasted, exploited, and dis- 
Parocd Thaw seam pleaced, snull; 
and satisfied now is all that mat— 
ters. To "live for today," seemed 
to be a product of our narcissistic 
culture, based on the bitter cyni- 
cism of get-it-while-you-can, And 
it is when the understanding of our 
future is death. "Eat, drink, and 
be merry for tomorrow we die." 


Preoccupation with technologi- 
cal and economic disaster, combined 
with a sense of bureaucratic power- 
lessness, leads many to grab their 
share of the gusto while it lasts. 
Phateuncercsctanding ode tiviang, tor 
the present" however is not what 
Paul means. Hedonistic narcissism 
is only the other side of fleeing 
OMe aid Ved Seale LOX? Ca— 

tion with death. 


Pauilapsbarts, Troms @ adrprerent 
place. He presupposes not death 
but the new life we receive in 
Christ.. To move from a future pre- 
lincated on. death-to..one of jifte 
means a profound transformation. 

Pa vyou.are in Christ, you. are a 
new creation! This new existence 
is characterized by the ministry 
of reconciliation, given to us by 
Phrist... And the: time-for this rad- 
Beis LOLMa ton. Ol Ollreriel Ves, 
this. wevolution, this total re- 
alignment of our values, is always 
mow. The day of salvation does 
not depend on the natural movement 
pf history. 


And we can't wait to be led 
Byoinstitutions. We .can’t wait for 
the seminary to hire a campus min- 
ister; we have always been called 
to minister to each other now. 

The theater of God's grace and of 
Buc response infaith is. the Living 
present, Ministry is not something 
we Prepare to do tomorrow. There 
Is no tomorrow. Paul pleads with 
his readers to live that -- to forego 
cOmplacency and self-satisfaction, 





and to life as if there were no 
tomorrow. This means living lives 
Of ieaeun,, hope, and. LOVve as Trans— 
formed people, new creations, 
joining together in a ministry of 
reconciliation -- and doing it now. 
Not because tomorrow we die, but 
because we live today! Now is an 
endwminm Vtsedsive ~ (OUPt ia tewinatfaith 
now is the goal and meaning of 
Chiristran@existence seein. Christ, 
the present is opened up to us; 

it 1s a unique opportunity, a 
kalrossimbet sanotywaitearound, 

or delay, or expect guidance from 
some larger institution before we 
start taking seriously faith and 
love and the people around us at 
this seminary, or our oppressed 
neighbors across the globe. NOW 
is the opportunity, now is the day 
Ofasabvation'.LV4 








ON MAKING PEACE IN THE MIDST 
OF MILITARTISM 


By Ron Baard 


I dream of churches who: 
will find new ways to 
witness to the militaristic 
madness of modern society, 

. . «Churches where’ most 

of the total denominational 
membership treks to Wash- 
ington to protest nuclear 
pro linteradi oni ie a 
mdreantotmse Tuturetwhiehewi lL. 
not includesthe nuclear 
disactemwsuhateeecried about 
with my eleven year old son, 
¢ Sewer e we eeealinwdoine 
allnGodowantstus’ tordo? 
That is the question for 
Cacheorius® Breteustaled 
rededicate ourselves to the 
ecrucrived and riséneiamb 
andatosethenmianblsiwar 
forrshadony 

=ROnwoader mend sit 

and Violence 


Ron Sider dreams. He dreams 
dreams that contradict the basic 
political!) realities ofthis nation 
in this time. He and others are 
prophecying to the Christian Church 
injAmerica.,? Thatichurchsis in an 
identity crisis; a:crisis which will 
ease only when it sees again that 
repentence precedes faith. 


I can keep quiet. no longer, [ 
Can remain a-closet pacifist no 
longer. 


icc ca bir mest O15 theological con- 
Ve Ci Onerpoted in the Biblical wit- 
Mesce10c snatom,. skthicetime for 
theological conviction rooted in 
the radical truth and ethics of this 
man Jesus, thiS man whom we con- 
Lescseas Lord ands Christe 


If we as Christians in America 
aremLO. DG aa OOr tuOnss0 tastnie salt ot 
the earth, then I believe we are 
being called to active peacemaking 
in its most radical forms. We are 


caught in a nation becoming more 
Nei banisticeby inesminuces Con- 
Cerneuoratie peers thes minorities, 
and the helpless is diminishing as 
the new administration shifts tax 
dollars from the humane to the 
insane. Day after day this nation 
adds bomb upon bomb to national 
stackpiles of nuclear weaponry. 
This is anti-Christ, because it is 
anti-life. We have engaged in a 
senseless and dangerous arms race 
at the expense of the poor, and 
this is precisely the supreme evil 
Oin OUR day. 


How can the Church in America 
witness to the Lord Jesus in the 
Medsteore tits Incanity. How. can 
modmyi1dual Christians shine as 
lights in this darkness? 


1. The Church as the Bodyandwe as 
individual Christians must undertake 
theological self-reflection, educa- 
tion and renewal with a new sensi- 
tivity 10 the evil of militarism 
enomatie Brobicalwcall CO.peace— 
making. We must take the log out 
DiesOUL OW eve. 


2. The Church as the Body and we 

as individual Christians must seri- 
busily "consider, “support, encourage, 
and undertake for ourselves a seri- 
ous stand of conscientious objection 
COmmMibitary Servicesorn any Kinds 
Snristunasmcalwledhus@to van, ethic of 


radical love and prayer for the enemy, 





—Ron Baard, awmitdler, is a 
member of the Moravian Church. 
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an ethic which stands juxtaposed to 
the ethics of the world, That ethic 
does not easily translate into sup- 
port for a military system designed 
to eliminate an enemy by mass murder. 


Be rnesCinurcheas une Body and we 
as individual Christians must seri- 
ously consider, support, encourage, 
and undertake for ourselves a seri- 
ous Stand of conscientious objection 
to that portion of our taxes (52%) 
which supports the military. We 
MUS Ue retUse ul paye s Thestaduniul 
did not bow to the Emperor in the 
first century, “To pay taxes which 
support nuclear weaponry is to bow 
TOMthe BOM. "1b eicelLOupay Dlood 
money. We simply cannot continue 
as Christians to pray for peace and 
pay for war. We are to render unto 
Caesar Only what is Caesar’s.. =he 
conscience Of “a, Christian: belongs 
to God, not to Caesar. When we pay 
taxes to support the military, 

we render our consciences unto 
Caesar, That is blasphemy. 


I is my firm belief that peace- 
making in all the senses above 
iS ecnewca) leo tetneme nrc var Church 
INVAMNem oamuoda Vr laalLso uninks bias 
the Church has more freedom to en- 
gage in this kind of peacemaking 
than it has ever had. With the ex- 
ception of movements like Moral Ma- 
JORDI y acne Christ lanechucciaim 
America is, .not. so-caughteup as it 
once was in blind patriotic sup- 
Porteoh natwonadepoincy ee it, is 
also, node So. Cauigit sup uvacssein sine 
heyday of the "gospel of wealth") 
in blind support of capitalist eco- 
nomi ce.es Lbnaschows .wechie (Chinch an 
America has greater freedom to 
stand over against the culture 
and proclaim to it the good news 
OL TIES USOC NEG. ee Gun OS mEree= sto 
cahbethemna tion and 1cself to 4 
radical confession of sin, and 
it is free to preach the repen- 
tance which leads to forgiveness. 
It is free to pray, witness, and 
work for peace in the midst of 
an insane militarism. -It is free 
tof takesupe thesicrossrio tf. Christ 
and suffer for the sake of Peace, 
without wanting any other reason 
but the call of God in Jesus 
Christ in this time-and- this: place. @ 
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UESTION FOR SENIORS TO START 


Bs 
WITH 


by David Espey 


In one scene from a recently 
released popular motion picture, 
"The Competition," two leading 
contenders, [Or first placesinea 
classical piano playing contest 
meet on the steps leading into 
the concert hall, After some casual 
small talk, both turn to walk away. 
Ones;ofetnem curns back tomhisrival 
and extends her a good luck wish. 
The other player fumbles for the 
words which might genuinely ex- 
press her feelings. After several 
exasperating attempts to speak, she 
fi nally breathes deeply and sighs, 
and then asks, "What can I say to 
yOu, and really be honest?" They 
part and walk away in different di- 
GBect Lone, 


fCechac point imethe spiel ure’, 
I also departed the scene. My 
mnougnts Left the D.C, theatre and 
shifted to P,T.S. seniors who were 
gearing up for the Spring job-hunt- 
ing offensive. It seemed to me that 
Boe question, Lshad just heard utter- 
ed so frankly and unpretentiously 
was a relevant one to challenge 
prospective new pastors among our 
fellowship to consider. 


It seems relevant because of 
the new dimension which is added 
to our already multi-faceted inter- 
personal relationships. Interview- 
ing, politicking, praying, and worry- 
ing about placement and where we 
ii, serve.ouciinitaal years ingthe 
professional ministry bring many 
Seniors into competition for church 
Boeiiions,, Inoa.singlewday, repre— 
sentatives from 3 or 4 churches might 


‘each be interviewing 8-10 candidates. 


Most of us will have the experience 
of leaving an interview and meeting 
a competitor who is on the way in to 
take the seat which we just left. Do 
‘we greet the person/friend/rival? 

If so, how? What can we say to 

‘each other and really be honest? MW] 


—David Espey is a native of 
Baltimore, where he did his 
internship last year, 


By Meredith A, Cargill 


Viewpoint, as one of the semi- 
nary's vehicles "for creative ex- 
pression and discussion of issues," 
LSaSOLrt sor aimirror=10r =the semi— 
nary community... Li rt, students, 
interns, prospective students, facul- 
ty, trustees, and friends are given 
some basis on which to evaluate 
the moods,. directions, and values 
of the student body. 


Viewpoint then naturally becomes 

a vehicle for seminary self-cri- 
ticism+-examining and testing the 
seminary experience. Though this 
may produce a nagative tone, it 
helps us remember that the Semi- 
nary is not the Kingdom, and that 
there may be less correlation be- 
tween success in the Seminary and 
Success in the ministry than our 
syllabi: bet on, 


I hope that Viewpoint will be 
seen in all of this as ministry-- 
seminarians now helping seminarians 
see who we are and how to make 
sense out of our calling and ex- 
periences. WJ 





NEW WATER USE REGULATION 


The water supply company has 
asked us to reduce our consump- 
tion by25% SABLE one? cute every 
four of us would volunteer to-use 
no water at all for the duration 
of the crisis, we could meet the 
request and the rest of us Could 
continue our present lifestyle 
without being inconvenienced, @ 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


—Paul Rack is a senior who. 
was a regular Viewpoint contri- 
putor during his previous life 
Atwer le. 

— Joseph Cejka and Don McNair 
(a junior from North Carolina) 
are regular contributors from 
Brown first floor. 

—Steve Booth is the resident 
Viewpoint social conscience. 
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My SMILING FACE 
by Steve Booth 


It doesn't take long for people to 
appreciate me. They can see my 
smiling face radiating happiness 
and warm feelings as they walk past 
me, Or if we should happen to meet 
BtoeasdOOrway Orin a@linetar a 
store I'm always careful to pay 
them some complimentary phrase 
such as, "Hello, it's very plea- 
Sant to. see you today," They like 
that, It makes me feel good to pro- 
ject such positive notes into the 
must ceotmaay LO: day Living 
guess it's because life has been 
-such a beautiful experience for me 
toatl just can't help but'det the 
whole world know just how great it 
is. Don't you feel badly that 
everyone isn't smiling all the 
time? I've thought about all the 
frowns on people's faces and I 
wish there was something I could 
BOs 00UG TL. .but. Tt don’t Tike “to 
think those kind of thoughts for 
too long because it brings me 
down and that doesn't do anyone 
any good. Most of the time I keep 
a smile on my face and a hearty 
bounce to my step. I'm so nice. 


But I've seen people who 
aren't like me. I've seen them 
| Eas around with their shoulders 
hunched and dark shadows across 
their faces. If you want to know 
the truth, I get rather upset at 
these people even though I don't 
show it. Here they have so much to 
be thankful for and they are brood- 
ing and acting like the world is 
Euchiasterrible place. It's just 
so disgusting how moody and self- 
ish some people can be. Well not 
Benis kid, I'm not going to let 
some down-in-the-mouth people 
bring me down to their level. As I 
See it most things are just a 
matter of perspective and there's 
always a bright side to everything, 


Kind of like a silver lining and 
oes that ; 


Now of course there is a 
time for sadness. When tragedy 
Strikes it is perfectly legit- 
imate to have that remorseful 
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look on your face. Why just last 
August my grandmother was real 
Sick with the Ttlu “and "I “was sad 
for several days and I thought 
about the whole thing for another 
couple of. days. Yes, things can 
cause even me to lose the glow 

for awhile and we'd all have to 
agree that it happens to the best 
of us. If I see someone who iooks 
like they've had a tragedy in 
their lives I try to give them 
some support by saying something 
like, "Hey brother, give peace a 
Chances S Ot. sister, Meio ce 
the heavy weather you're feeling. “' 
People usually warm up a bit when 
Tydrop them=ay Ned prul~ word :™4=let 
them know that at least one person 
really cares. 


But all of this business 
about the truly sensitive or 
artistic people who are in tune 
with the pain of the world and 
are legitimately depressed just 
doesn't carry any weight in my 
thinking, Good grief, you don't 
have to be angry or in despair 
all the time to prove that you're 
a person with depths"it just doesn't 
have to be that way. Some of the 
deepest, most thoughtful people 
I know have smiles on their faces 
and a friendly word for everyone 
who comes their way. These are the 
people I appreciate, and I'm try- 
ing to model myself after them 


so if you see a happy young 
man walking toward you or sitting 
nearvyou, Losjusvemtengepe: me. 
If our eyes happen to meet I'll 
give you the warmest, happiest 
Took sthate Le can muster, anaeit you 
take the time to talk to me I'll 
tell you how nice you look or how 
happy I am to see you. And don't 
worry, I won't be phony or hypo- 
critical when I talk to you and 
Share the warm glow of my person- 
ality. I'll be sincere and kind. 
I'll put a smile on your face and 
I'll make you feel loved. You see 
I'm just so very nice. 
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HONE AOA Lit 
DY dIeW SeC enya ein. 


The phone rang, and I half 
rolled out of bed trying to answer 
1t before its shrill clanging woke 
up my next door neighbor. But in 
the process I wound up on the floor 
with my hands groping about the 
Scattered books and pulling and tug- 
ging through the confused sheets to 
grab the receiver. I finally grasp- 
ed it after innumerable probes and 
incessant and uncountable rings. 


mice Lovee Sa GWOmOUChOCK im the 
morning; I hope it's really some- 
thing worthwhile to get me out of 
bed," I answered with the least 
sufficient grace possible. 


Woseph, 1 *don"t know if you 
remember me, but you said to call 
aif ever. had problems." The voice 
was definitely feminine, but softly 
and strangely unfamiliar. I couldn't 
place her voice to save my life or 
ease my curiosity. 


"Uh, yeah, I probably said 
that. How may I help? And, before 
you answer, where are you calling 
from?" My voice quavered a bit as 
my imagination flashed about and 
shook hands with all the horrible 
possibilities of my caller. Maybe 
my question about where she was 


|calling from would give me a clue 


as to her identity, and thus my 
pride would be spared the indignity 


of having forgotten who she was. 


WyousdOrn te recorpnize:my, vOlCe, 


}do you?" 





iNo, © don't.) f'mévery sleepy, 
and I'm worried as hell." Somehow, 
‘just as my pride sank many fathoms, 
my voice and will took on strength 
and character. I turned on the 
light, though, the one over my bed, 
so that there would be more light 
than the evil little beadiness of 
the Sears alarm clock glowing so 


redly into the room. "There are 
TeWeulines mL horcet webu ered hiv 
Cane splace your vorce bo yo 
have a cold?" My pride floated 
back up to stage center, 


"Joseph, I'm surprised that 
you don't remember me. After all, 
you said that you'd never forget 
me." She laughed in a nicely elf- 
like way. 


"I must confess that your 
laugh is tremendous, and I'm 
terribly impressed that you know 
my name and how to goad me into 
forcing my memory into overtime 
and somersaults; yet, there are 
still two questions outstanding: 
Who are you? and, Where are you 
calling from?" I edged my voice 
with the harshness that comes from 
too many Dunhills and a bit of the 
actor's blarney, the same sort 
used to quiet unruly high school 
students right before the riot 
erupts and the classroom explodes 
into a cacophany of noise and 
movement. 


"Well, Joseph Cejka, I'm 
Surprised J Herwvoice Granzied off 
like that of a teenager just 
refused a dance. 


UWLOOKR Cea ire is Meal cme 
blown out to play games right now. 
You said once that you had problems 
and twice that you were surprised 
I couldn't remember your name at 
Thee sOUnCh Of ey OUlmVOMCe maria Meii10U. 
Occas, tonaliy, Lo mohumnan, and your 
name and identity in my past have 
skipped town. I'm sitting here on 
the floor next to my bed because 
i feolMeoutwOtuelc whi vote tnyine. GO 
answer this damn phone, the ring- 
ing of which woke me up from a 
reasonably sound sleep to which I'd 
love to return. I've got to manage 
breakfast, inethe morning, and, 
Prank!) wethiisecalteitsea Dain. 

Tell me who you are and where 
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you're calling from. Quit playing 
games, please." The incomplete 
Silence filled the phone line with 
ghostly voices of other conversa- 
tions, the whine of failing repeat- 
ers, and the occassional micro- 
wave relay clicking on and off the 
line. Still, it seemed like forever 
before she spoke again, although 
the Sears clock blinked off only 
two minutes. 


Her voice sounded even more 
Histant, “Joseph, I never once 
lsaid I needed help. All I said was 
lhow you said to call if I ever 
had problems. Mr. Cejka, everything 
jis so wonderful, just like you de- 
scribed it. I'm hurt that you 
idon't remember me. You said that 
you'd never forget." Then there 
was the click, and the line went 
idead, 





| Pee NeCWe Croce vs Dea imme Dera lO 
was nice, but as helpfully vague 
las could be. Two supervisors later, 
if was finally convinced that there 
was no way for the call to be trac- 
ed. I couldn't get back to sleep 
for all my worries. Though well 
lighted, the bathroom soon prov- 
ld too. cold for me to pace up 

land down in front of the mirrors 
any longer. 


The cashier at the Wawa was 
pretty friendly, and she didn't 
lask why I'd pick up this or that 
and then wander around mumbling 

fo myself until 2 finally return- 
Boimite omits place, of rest... 1 
think she was pretty relieved when 
I bought a hot chocolate and push- 
ed off through the door. The walk 
back to Brown seemed a tad colder 
than the trip down. The dorm lights 
Were all out except for the third 
floor bathroom light. Somehow, 

even that seemed draped and dim- 
ned, 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| I quietly stood on the cor- 
ner of College Road and Alex- 
ander Street for the better part 


prt fifteen minutes just waiting 


ie rage 97 


and looking for some comfort or the 
Sign of someone being alive, awake, 
and worried, But I finished out my 
time staring out and upward at 

those lights. Returning to my room, 
and willing it, sleep finally came. 


iecneamMOrmming nance? jel 
couldn't remember her name, All 
through breakfast I mulled over 
what I knew. She knew my name and 
number, and even pronounced my last 
name correctly. I couldn't figure 
out why my first name would be so 
important to her. She called me 
Joseph. But, I hadn't been Joe 
Since before I began to teach. 
That was three years ago. 


The phone call came at 2:08 
Aa monOm Une ten nd1ucateds FLO. 
fair probability that she was call- 
ing from the West Coast. It sound- 
ed long distance. If it were long 
distance from the West Coast, that 
would account for her not think- 
ing how early it was here when she 
called. It would only be eleven 
o'clock there. 


So she'd known me for at 
least three years, at least since 
my name was changed, and she had 
called me long distance from the 
West Coast after eleven p.m., 
possibly to save money on the 
rates. That was it. There were 
other interpretations of the 
facts, but like this one, they 
could all prove anything or noth- 
Inge 


Later that week the mystery 
was solved, as mysteries are. I 
still didn't know why she called, 
but I had a clue in my memory that 
edt toynem voentity.. | couldn't 
think that I'd forgotten someone, 
and the solution was in how I 
hadn't, Her voice was one I had 
not wanted to remember, I delib- 
erately blocked her voice and 
mannerisms from my mind. Of course, 
no teacher wants to remember a 
student he'd fallen in love with. 
After all, she'd been dead for 
nearly three years, and the 
Forget-Me-Nots I had laid at 
her grave have all withered. 
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Monk and the Kingdom of Heaven 


A NEW ULYSSES 


by Don McNair 


All ordinary sound's no more to me than 
tedium, mild discontent; 

Wild seaswells and tall thunderings 
leave me unmoved, nor rain and 

Seasalt mingle with what floods 
astonished eyes. 

Like lukewarm milk to a bibber of wine 
are these white scuds upon the deep. 


Through merest hints of quiet there 
is one refrain that wrings and 

Flings me past the point of no return; 
this dangerous vessel of hide 

And creaking ribs matters not, and 
i-vesenosiust=10r siren songs. 

Loose me from the mast, good men, 
unplug your ears, and 


Listen! Hear past tongue and rock 
and comely form, past swell 
Andgeeroughnwaend=storm, In abi 
hierophany's epiphany! 
This fragile boat of useless hope 
shall surely sink before we 
rise, 


tobacco-y. As he smoked it halfway _ 
through the smoke became warmer and 


By Greg Muirhead 


Monk sat in a big easy chair 
PUM EtpeaoeCiear,. He .Dutted, ong t 
and enjoyed the smoke in his mouth. 
Me=Orewrite Out and breathed. Then 
PempuLPtedeon’ the cigar=acain, | )He 
blew out again and put the cigar 
down on an ashtray. He reached down 
to his left and picked up the glass 
of wine. It was red wine, and he 
Looked at it in the light from the 
lamp. He smelled it and took a sip. 
memineled as it flowed Jn suHewlet 
the wine sit on his tongue for a- 
while and then swallowed. It was 
an okay wine. 


He went back to the cigar, It 


smelled good ‘GO sham heavy and dark | 


stronger, He watched the smoke 
rising and resting in the Bliss Cut! y 
in the light of the lamp. He took 

a long drink of the wine and smiled. 
It was good. The wine was very good 
and so was the cigar. He was al- 
ready beginning to feel the alcohol 
in hisRheadvas little "rt rel + nice, 
He felt relaxed and peaceful and 
watched the smoke in the lamp FEsPedehiey 
He didn’t think about anything but 
Sat there smoking the cigar and 
Slipping the wine. Then a thought 
drifted in for a moment. It had 
something to do with heaven, wine, 
and cigars, but it didn't make 

much sense and soon enough the 
thought drifted away again. Monk 
smiled, put his cigar back on the 
ashtray and fell asleep. fF 


—Greg Muirhead, a junior, 
rooms with a guitar in Brown. 
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Viewpoint 


The American Church Approach to 
mDOoCdalavustice; mA Reviewrotethe 
Louisville Conference 





By Oscar Suarez, with Meredith 
Cargill 


I had the privilege of being 
one of the sixteen P.T.S. students 
attending the biennial conference 
on social welfare ministries held 
February 4-8, 1981 in Louisville, 
Kentucky. The conference was 
sponsored jointly by the Division 
of Corporate and Social Mission, 
PCUS; the Program Agency, UPCUSA; 
and the Presbyterian Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare Association 
GPHEWA) "te" theme was “That All 
May Be Whole." It included ad- 
dresses, and workshops on needy 
peoples (refugees, disabled, aging, 
working mothers, migrants), struc- 
tures and ideologies (judicial sys- 
tem, U.S. economics, health care, 
armaments and hunger, "development," 
housing, the family, racial injus- 
ice, Esevolution, child icarne)jweand 
strategies (lifestyle, community or- 
ganization, funding, church pro- 
grams, medical self-help, lobbying, 
finding jobs). 


I am generally pleased with the 
insight I gained at the conference, 
but several things about the way it 
was conducted disturb me greatly. 

I fear that this one conference may 
represent the conventional American 
church approach to our contemporary 
dilemma. Being from the Phillipines 
myself, I especially feel that the 
urgency of the situation in the third 
world necessitates our honest eval- 
uations of the manner in which we 
conduct programs intended to crys- 


| tallize our roles as men and women 


Tenonesaca ti 


of the church. I hope this personal 
and theological critique can help 
us in future programs. 


1. The workshop leaders were im- 
pressively articulate, but on such 
issues as hunger, poverty, and socia 
justice, they were outsiders, spec- 
tators of remote phenomena. No mat- 
ter how convincing their language 
may have been, their information a- 
bout the third world was second-hand 
Jesus was no outsider preaching 1ib- 
eration theology out of available 
literature and scholarly writings; 
Jesus had a first-hand grasp of the 
question of social justice in his 
day; malortall@ od sus. tosipersonally 
visit the third world would be a 
waste of time and resources, but we 
can have access to first-hand infor- 
mation through people from third 
world countries, many of whom are 
already in the United States. This 
would make the discussions culturally 
dialogical, give the subjects of the 
programs access to the decision- 
making processes, and perhaps avoid 
the paternalism of programs designed 
by outsiders, 


(continued, page 2) 
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Louisvilte Conference, continued 


2. The after-dinner addresses seemed 
to waste much ‘precious time. Onl 
Dr. Allan Aw» Boesak (South Merion 
evoked much appreciation from the 
audience. Instead, a single key- 
note speech should be given which 
articulates the vital questions and 
stirs the hearts of the listeners. 
Copies of the address should be dis- 
tributed, and the ethical and moral 
issues could be pursued more sub- 
stantially in the workshops. 


3. Holding the conference in the 
posh Executive West Hotel did not 
suit the theme and objectives of 

the gathering. The "atmosphere of 
Ophuetrcatiom’? was! dafiacul Gato 
reconcile morally with the abject 
poverty and unbearable inconvenience 
of the supposed beneficiaries of 

the conference. (1 recall, however, 
that Asian Christian thinkers have 
also succumbed to this “theology of 
convenience," holding their consul- 
tations in Manila in the same way). 
If liberation is the ultimate goal 
of all our quests, then perhaps we 
must first be liberated from our 
present lifestyle. Only then can 

we truly bear the message of the 
tnearnat tons *Ssuch conferences 

could stand to be held in places 
where a little discomfort could have 
meaning and a message. 

4, Having sit-down dinners was 
unavoidably wasteful, as food was 
served to empty places. Wasteful- 
ness is the moral predicament of a 
sophisticated society. sadteasnthe 
way of life. I fear that the 
miseries and hunger in the third 
world are simply the fruits of the 
improvident stewardship of resources 
in the first worldas Wastingsyiood, 
even. if it ls “paid Tory percscimnoly 
inconsistent with talk about concern 
for the hungry. 


5. The staff's efficiency and ded- 
ication were commendable, but I am 
puzzled as to why no theological 
students had any responsibilities 
whatsoever in the program. (I was 
downright distressed when we were 
formally introduced as if we were 


there only to scout for jobs). 
Soliciting seminarians" direct par 
ticipation would be appropriate toa 
the goal of equipping them for chu 
leadership. Further, seminary is 
already full-time pursuit of both 
the moral truths and the church's 
witness to social concerns which 
were the heart of the conference. 


6. There is a need for the inforg 
mation from the conference to be 
extended to the local churches anc 
communities. The sponsoring bodie 
could hold local "echo-seminars" 
and projects lead by people who at 
tended the Louisville conference. 
This would broaden the base of suf 
port for the church programs as 
well as provide creative outlets 
for the conference delegates. 





In all of this, lest I seem 
too harsh, it is my fervent prayer 
that as co-workers we bring a 
measure of joy and comfort to our 
bleeding world.W 


a ea a ae EN ENT NTS 


Viewpoint is published by the 
studentsooiyPLivSow littis, a24vehiel¢@ 
for creative expression and for 
discussion of issues facing the 
Seminary and the church. The opin- 
ions in Viewpoint are those of the 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Seminary or the edito 
ial staff. 

Contributions of essays, poet 
stories, and graphics are welcome 
and will be carefully considered. 
All contributions must be signed; 
names may be withheld upon request 
Leave contributions and letters 
(keep a copy for yourself) for the 
Viewpoint mailbox at the switchboa 
in the Administration Building. 









Editors: Meredith A. Cargill and 
Cindy Shepherd, 
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They use bottlerockets, 
not cap guns. --G.5.% 
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ThemuneaterniornGo dic sGrace 
Bye Paula rs ohack 


(Notez, Thas 
Miller Chapel on February 3, 


sermon was preached in 
ers) 


"Behold, now is the acceptable 
time; behold, now is the day of 
Saiveriore “ill Corantnueane ot )., 
The stress comes on the repeated 
NOW Ss Whnione jars us OuL Od Our coOMm— 
placency and procrastination. 


"Now" is a term that we don't 
quite know how to handle. This is 
the case for many people in the Mod- 
ern Age, but 1% is particularly 
true in a olace such as’ this: ‘semi=- 
nary. Who here can truly take to 
heart this idea, that the theater of 
God's grace is the living present? 
Por Too'many of us, > seminary, tar 
from being a living present, is a 
Means Svomanc tier end.) Livi esto Dut 
iere,eminisury, reconciliation, -and 
COMMUNAT Ye Ord “Until alter-eraduation, 
OLd iewLon, 6 andernstallattone, eCon- 
trary to Paul, our message is "to- 
morrow is the opportune time; to- 
morrow is the day of salvation," 


This all seems quite harmless, 
even responsible, to be so indus- 
trious in preparing for our future 
MITEL EV Peo bebe Seaectual byya 
very subtle terror in the face of 
the present that pervades the at- 
mosphere of post-industrial culture. 
We cannot handle "now." I came 
VO Pivom Sour. vearstarcorwith hich 
hopes, energy, and tremendous en- 
thusiasm,4iiiand ‘my class met a 
Systematics ashniallof institutional 


oe e 


Lvesmricis 
PeTcCatLon 
on av- 


preservation, nates ts 
ference, and academic 
We discovered an instit i 
parently profoundly + eae ed of 
its own students. We rf red’ that 
now is not the time nor ane place 
for being a new creation or per- 
forming a ministry of reconciliatio 
Now is not the time for community, 
or caring for neighbors. Now is no 
the time for a Black Studies pro- 
gram, or to disassociate ourselves 
from apartheid. There will be time 
for ali that.'-We can assign it to 
a committee. 


ct ct 
ae 


I used to be angry at the sem- 
inary over alls this, But why moan? 
This same attitude characterizes 
the whole culture. We're going to 
De Pacing Thais ,trom ines church, the 
state, the federal government -- 
whoever. "Don't rush the institu- 
tion." "New programs take time to 
showaresuits.* .."Things/wiil be 
better inthe future. " 


Well, I've got news: tomorrow 
is the opiate of Bae people. There 
1s no reason for optimasm about our 
future. Resources are being de- 
pleted, Pollution gets worse. Wea- 
pons proliferate and power becomes 
concentrated, 


And while on the one hand we 
use the projected better future as 
a social "narcotic, -wersave one “same 
time perpetuate a technological cul- 
ture which turns every relationship 
INLO wert bape onancin “uber 
DOINtTS _OULT thus yLOrces: us Ito ere- 
legate things to the analyzable, 
objectified past. So we flee from 
the “present win both vdtrections, 

And since to be is to be present, 
our flight is a flight into non- 
being. It is nostalgia. People 
become means to other ends. We re- 
fuse to allow the present to be an 
end in itself. 


In reaction, against’ alid;this, 
people try in their own ways to 
live in the present, but they do 
this without becoming changed peo- 
ple and their behavior is simply 
hedonistic and irresponsible. This 
attitude betrays the kind of greed 
that I had come to associate with 


a 


age a 
The neater sol odn s<Grai = 


continued 


the Studio 54 crowd or the "me" 
generation. Everything -- people, 
nature, myself -- exists to be en- 
joyed, wasted, exploited, and dis- 
carded,  vinatie! ‘ane plesced. Tull, 
and satisfied now is all that mat— 
terelvTo Wive. for *voday "rseened 
tobe Beproducu,on our, narcrssisiuic 
culture, based on the bitter cyni- 
cism of get-it-while-you-can. And 
it is when the understanding of our 
future is death. UN OTe gan drink, and 
be merry for tomorrow we die. 


Preoccupation with technologi- 
cal and economic disaster, combined 
with a sense of bureaucratic power- 
lessness, leads many to grab their 
share of the gusto while it lasts, 
TASC URUercbano Mie wOt | livitismet On 
the present" however is not what 
Paul means. “Hedonistic narcissism 
is only the other side of fleeing 
fron Teatityy ely 1S aneiavoxi ca. 
tion with death. 


Paul Setarts. tron a dprrerent 
place. He presupposes not death 
but the new life we receive in 
Christ. To move from a future pre- 
dicated on death to one of life 
means a profound transformation. 
if“ you are an Chrisu, “you area 
new creation! This new existence 
is characterized by the ministry 
of reconciliation, given to us by 
Chyist>) »And@theStime 1oruinic mad— 
teal vt ransTormat LonvO ms OuUreLLy cs, 
thie srevolution, “this total re- 
alignment of our values, is always 
now. The day of salvation does 
not depend on the natural movement 
OLVMLStLOLY., 


And we can't wait to be led 
byinstitptiions.- Wetcam sy waitetor 
the seminary to hire a campus min- 
ister; we have always been called 
to minister to each other now. 

The theater of God's grace and of 
our response in faith is the living 
present. Ministry is not something 
we prepare to do tomorrow. There 
is no tomorrow. Paul pleads with 


his readers to live that -- to forego 


complacency and self-satisfaction, 


and to life as if there were no 
tomorrow. This means living liv 
Ot taith,, hope, “ano. Love we. tram 
formed people, new creations, 
joining together in a ministry o 
reconciliation -- and doing it n 
Not because tomorrow we die, but 
because we live today! Now is a 
end in itself. “Our life arijfai@ 
now is the goal and meaning of 
Christwan’exre tence. LinGhh ee 
the present is opened up to us; 
it is a wnigue opportunity, a 
kairos, Let's not watt .arcound, 
or delay, or expect guidance fror 
some larger institution before we 
start taking seriously faith.and 
love and the people around us at 
this seminary, or our oppressed 
neighbors across the globe. NOW 
is the opportunity, now is the dé 
of salvation! WH 





ON MAKING PEACE IN THE MIDST 
OF MILITARISM 


By Ron Baard 


I dream of churches who: 
will find new ways to 
witness to the militaristic 
madness of modern society, 

.Churches where most | 
of the total denominational 
membership treks to Wash- 
ington to protest nuclear 
DLO Tera. On. mie I 

"dream. O12. aly lice which willl 
nol. include the niuel ear 
disaster that I cried about 
with my eleven year old son, 

; Are we really doing 
all God wants. us_tosdaec 
That is the question for 
eacn “Ol US... LG alowed 
rededicate ourselves to the 
crucified and risen Lamb 

and to the Lamb's war 
TOT shateon. 

-Ron Sider, Christ 

and Violence 







Ron Sider dreams. He dreams 
dreams that contradict the basic 
political realities of this nation 
in this time. He and others are 
prophecying to the Christian Chure 
in America. That Church is) inven 
identity crisis, a crisis which wi 
ease only when it sees again that 
repentence precedes faith. 








I can keep quiet no longer. I 
can remain a closet pacifist no 
longer. 


(teisebimesforetheotogical con- 
Vil Cipeomerootved Mirithes Bb ipliicall wit- 
nesoeroneshahonss mlteus avime for 
theological conviction rooted in 
tiemradreaistruthvand iethics' of this 
man Jesus, this man whom we con- 
Lessuaselords and iChrist, 


If we as Christians in America 
Seam Obes ot rportu1on sodeatneisalt of 
the earth, then I believe we are 
being called to active peacemaking 
in its most radical forms. We are 


caught in a nation becoming more 
WeereaCis ul oy etne minute.) .COn-— 
Cerne Or Lie spOOr, tae mMinoribies, 
and the helpless is diminishing as 
the new administration shifts tax 
dollars from the humane to the 
insane. Day after day this nation 
adds bomb upon bomb to national 
stackpiles of nuclear weaponry. 
This is anti-Christ, because ‘it is 
anti-life. We have engaged ina 
senseless and dangerous arms race 
at the expense of the poor, and 
this is precisely the supreme evil 
OLPourwday,, 


How can the Church in America 
witness to the Lord Jesus in the 
MLOSiTPOLATOILS ansanity.: show can 
individual Christians shine as 
lights in this darkness? 


1. The Church as the Bodyandwe as 
individual Christians must undertake 
theological self-reflection, educa- 
tion and renewal with a new sensi- 
ta vadvestol thes evil oromidi tariem 

and the Biblical call to peace- 
making. We must take the log out 
of our own eye. 


2. The Church as the Body and we 

as individual Christians must seri- 
ously consider, support, encourage, 
and undertake for ourselves a seri- 
ous stand of conscientious objection 
to military service of any kind. 
Chnistihes) called.usttomanvethic of 
radical love and prayer for the enemy, 





—Ron Baard, amiidler, is a 
member of the Moravian Church, 
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an ethic which stands juxtaposed to 
thesethics-of the worldy* That. ethic 
does not easily translate into sup- 
port for a military system designed 
to eliminate an enemy by mass murder. 


S-yethe Church as*the Body and we 

as individual Christians must seri- 
ously consider, support, encourage, 
and undertake for ourselves a seri- 
ous stand of conscientious objection 
to that portion of our taxes (52%) 
which supports the military. We 
musteretuseptompay, The=faithtul 
did not bow to the Emperor in the 
first century, To pay taxes’ which 
Support nuclear weaponry is to bow 
COMtNeH Bom bites: tirisstoppay blood 
money. We simply cannot continue 
as Christians to pray for peace and 
pay for war. We are to render unto 
Caesar only what is Caesar's. The 
conscience of a Christian belongs 
to God, not to Caesar. When we 
taxes to support the military, 
we render our consciences unto 
Caesar. That is blasphemy, 


ABS ORS 
Cay 


I is my firm belief that peace- 
making in all the senses above 
US. coiesoa lino eke .Cninie. lam OCnurch 
in Amer castuodayews a ueo, thank that 
the Church has more freedom to en- 
gage in this kind of peacemaking 
than it has ever had. With the 
ception of movements like Moral Ma- 
JOCtv,= thes @hris tian’ Caurehs im 
AMCPlca ASenoO te cor.cauphtaup ass 11 
once was, in’ blind; patriotic, sup- 
DOCG "Orme tone t DG Cyne) teas 
also not so caught up (as in the 
heyday of the "gospel of wealth") 
iY DEIN support: ot Canltal 1st seco 
NOMUCS aL Ne SnOme abi CnuUrcn it 
America has greater freedom to 
stand over against the culture 
and proclaim to it the good news 
OL Td esuseChrist .. wltyisefiree? to 
calle-thetnatiaonsandsitselty tora 
rnadvealmiconfession, ofssin,.and 
it is free to preach the repen- 
tance which leads to forgiveness. 
It is free to pray, witness, and 
work for peace in the midst of 
an insane militarism. It is free 
tomtakesup the,crosseof Christ 
and suffer for the sake of peace, 
witmut wanting any other reason 
but the call of God in Jesus 
Christ in this time-and: this: place.@ 


Ww 
(Spee 


QUESTION FOR SENIORS TO START 











by David Espey 


In one scene from a recently 
released popular motion picture, 
"The Competition," two leading 
contenders for first place ina 
classical piano playing contest 
meet on the steps leading into 
the concert hall. After some casual 
small talk, both turn to walk away. 
One -of “them turris” bachk®to his erival 
and extends her a good luck wish. 
The other player fumbles for the 
words which might genuinely ex- 
press her feelings. After several 
exasperating attempts to speak, she 
finally breathes deeply and sighs, 
and: thenvasks, "Whats: cant] sayesto 
you, and really be honest?" They 
art and walk away in different di- 


At that point im the pacture 

7 also departed the aioe My 

houghts left the D.C. theatre and 
enieted to P,T.S,. seniors who were 
gearing up for the Spring job-hunt-~ 
ing offensive. It seemed to me that 
the question I had just heard utter- 
2d so frankly and unpretentiously 
was a relevant one to challenge 
prospective new pastors among our 
fellowship to consider. 


It seems relevant because of 
the new dimension which is added 
to our already multi-faceted inter- 
personal relationships. Interview- 
ing » politicking, praying, and worry- 
ing about placement and where we 
will serve out initial years in the 
professional ministry bring many 
seniors into, competition, form chunch 
positions. In a single day, repre- 
sentatives from 3 or 4 churches might 
each be interviewing 8-10 candidates. 
Most of us will have the experience 
of leaving an interview and meeting 
a competitor who is on the way in to 
take the seat which we just left. Do 
we greet the person/friend/rival? 
If so, how? What can we say to 
each other and really be honest? M 


— David Espey is a native of 
Baltimore, where he did his 
internship last year. 


EDITORIAL: HOW I SEE VIEWPOINT 


By Meredith A. Cargill 








Viewpoint, as one of the semi- 
nary's vehicles "for creative ex- 
pression and discussion of issues,' 
isysortoof la mirreriator ihemsent— 
nary community. In it, students, 
interns, prospective students, faci 
ty, trustees, and friends are giver 
some basis on which to evaluate 
the mcods, directions, and values 
of the student body. | 





Viewpoint then naturally -become 
a vehicle for seminary self-cri- 
ticism+-examining and testing tke 
Seminary experience. Though this 
may produce a nagative tone, it 
helps us remember that the Semi- 
nary is not the Kingdom, and that 
there may be less correlation be- 
tween success in the Seminary and 
success in the ministry than our 
syllabi let on. 





seen in all of shiatt as Tan iete 
Seminarians now helping seminarians 
see who we are and how to make 
sense out of our calling and ex- 
periences. W 














NEW WATER USE REGULATION 


The water supply company has 
asked us to reduce our consump- | 
tion by 25%. If one out of every @ 
four of us would volunteer to use | 
no water at all for the duration 
of the crisis, we could meet the 
request and the rest of us could 
continue our present lifestyle 
without being inconvenienced, 0 


RE AIA reer yn en A ASR a ep CD SRE | 
CONTRIBUTORS 





—Paul Rack is a senior who 
was a regular Viewpoint contri- 
butor ERouet his pneiaOue life 
at P.T | 

See om. Cejka and Don McNair | 
(a junior from North Carolina) 
are regular contributors from 
SIUW Lilrake tt Logi 
—Steve Booth is the resident 
Viewpoint social conscience. 





time for sadness. 
istrikes it is perfectly legit- 





MY SMILING FACE 


by Steve Booth 


It doesn't take long for people to 
appreciate me. They can see my 
smiling face radiating happiness 
and warm feelings as they walk past 
me. Or if we should happen to meet 
at a doorway or ina line ata 
store I'm always careful to pay 
them some complimentary phrase 
such as, "Hello, it's very plea- 
sant to see you today." They like 
that, It makes me feel good to pro- 
ject such positive notes into the 
Weeiceor day to day Tivinge 1 
guess it's because life has been 
such a beautiful experience for me 
Giese usc can’t help “put Let the 
whole world know just how great it 
Toa lOme VOUst cele badlivathat 
everyone isn't smiling all the 
time? I've thought about all the 
frowns on people's faces and I 
wish there was something I could 
dewaboutwart @ butei+don=t bike* to 
think those kind of thoughts for 
too long because it brings me 

down and that doesn't do anyone 
any good, Most of the time I keep 
a smile on my face and a hearty 
bounce to my step. I'm so nice. 


But I've seen people who 
aren't like me. I've seen them 
walk around with their shoulders 
hunched and dark shadows across 
their faces. If you want to know 
ChemeruUun, Weeeu ratvner-upseteart 
these people even though I don't 
show it. Here they have so much to 
be thankful for and they are brood- 
ing and acting like the world is 
such a terrible place. It's just 
so disgusting how moody and self- 
ish some people can be. Well not 
lols MIM Tiqlonn yedemheled sev dl-ne 
some down-in-the-mouth people 
bring me down to their level. As I 
see it most things are just a 
matter of perspective and there's 


always a bright side to everything, 


kind of like a silver lining and 
fall that, 


Now of course there is a 
When tragedy 


imate to have that remorseful 
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look on your face. Why just last 
August my grandmother was real 
sick with the flu and I was sad 
for several days and I thought 
about the whole thing for another 
couple of. days. Yes, things car 
cause even me to lose the giow 
for awhile and we'd all have to 
agree that it happens to the best 
of us. If I see someone who looks 
like they've had a tragedy in 
their lives I try to give them 
some support by saying something 
like, "Hey brother, give peace 2 
ChanCern who Gero bol Cite man Ou Go 
the heavy weather you're feeling, “' 
People usually warm up a bit when 
I drop them a helpful word; J let 
them know that at least one person 
really cares. 


BoteaWesOt Lins DuSsiness 
about the truly sensitive or 
artistic people who are in tune 
with the pain of the world and 
are legitimately depressed just 
doesn't carry any weight in my 
thinks peGOOG eer Lei. wyOU com: t 
have to be angry or in despair 
all the time to prove that you're 
a person with depth, It just doesn't 
have to be that way. Some of the 
deepest, most thoughtful people 
I know have smiles on their faces 
and a friendly word for everyone 
who comes their way. These are the 
people I appreciate, and I'm try- 
ing to model myself after them 


So if you see a happy young 
man walking toward you or sitting 
nearyyou, 1 Usb mighty. bewme. 

If our eyes happen to meet I'11 
give you the warmest, happiest 
LOOK thated® can muster, and 21 vou 
take the time to talk to me I'll 
tell you how nice you look or how 
happy I am to see you, And don't 
worry, I won't be phony or hypo- 
critical when I talk to you and 
share the warm glow of my person- 
ality. I'll be sincere and kind, 

Lj lieput sa smile=on vyouriracesand 
I'll make you feel loved. You see 
I'm just so very nice, 
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PHONE CALL 


by J.W. Cejka, III 


The phone reng, and I half 
Herter out oF bed trying to answer 
it before its shrill clanging woke 
up my next door neighbor. But in 
the process I wound up on the floor 
with my hands groping about the 
scattered books and pulling and tug- 
ging through the confused sheets to 
grab the receiver, I finally grasp- 
ed it after innumerable probes and 
incessant and MSRRR Ah rings 

Helo "7 tS vo o'clock: in the 
morning; I hope DL Ss.reaily seme- 
thing worthwhile to get me out of 
bed," I answered with the least 
sufficient grace possible. 


vd cS S t é A ric Sie si Vor 
remember mé, but you said to call 
if I ever had preblems.”" The voice 
was definitely feminine, but softly 
and strangeiy unfamil i yeouLen' t 
place her voice to save my Life or 
ease my curios! 

"Uh, .vea robabl saA10 
that. How may I help? And, before 
you answer, where are you calling 

. 





from?" My voice guavered a bit as 
my imagination flashed about and 
shook hands with ail the horrible 
possibilities of my caller, Maybe 
my question about where @ was 
calling from would gi a clue 
as to her identity, and thus my 
pride would be sf i the indignity 
of having forgotten who she was 


pt SR) 
* 
i 


pang, 


TS 
re mH 


"You don't recognize my voice, 
do wou” 


eters i eee I'm very sleepy, 
and I'm worried as hell." Somehow, 
just as my pride oar many fathoms, 
my voice and will took on strength 
and, character, L.turned,onv the 
light, though, the one over my bed, 
so that there would be more light 
than the evil little beadiness of 
the Sears alarm clock glowing so 


redly imto ,the room, “there are 
few things I forget,,but_l really 
can’t place your voice, .Do you 
have a cold?" My pride floated 
back up to stage center. 


"Joseph, I'm surprised that 
you don't remember me. After all, 
you said that you'd never forget 
me," She laughed in a nicely elf- 


ee eae { 
cde AS OW he Ve 


"T must confess that your 
laugh is tremendous, and I'm 
terribly impressed that you know 
my neme and how to goad me into 
forcing my memory into overtime 
and somersaults; yet, there are 

ai | 


still two questions outstanding: 
Who are you? and, Where are you 
ing from?" I edged my voice 
with the harshness that comes from 
many Dunhills and a bit of the 
ble 


maa: ft . 
Bre 1 aes PE RE 





+00 

| 
actor's blarney, the same sort | 
used to quiet unruly high school J 
students right before the riot 
erupts and the classroom explodes § 
into a cacophany of noise and | 
movement | 

| 

"Well, Joseph Cejka, I'm 

surprised." Her voice trailed off @ 
like that of a teenager just | 
refused a dance. 


"TOOKs COak pale Ml. te) leer 
blown out to play games right now. 
You said once that you had problem 
and twice that you were surprised 
I couidn't remember your name at 
the sound of your voice. I’m nog. 
Occas ionally, I'm human, and your 
name and ident tity in my past have 
Skipped town. “I'm sitting Néeresen 
the floor next to my bed because 
I fell out of it whiist: trying’ to 
answer this damn phone, the ring- 
ing of which woke me up from a 
reasonably sound sleep to which I' 
love to return. I've got to manage 
breakfast in the morning, and, 
frank)y;t this: cali ean 
Tell me who you are and where 


pine siaiet 


( 


you’re calling from. Quit playing 
games, please." The incomplete 
Silence filled the phone line with 
ghostly voices of other conversa- 
tions, the whine of failing repeat- 
ers, and the occassional micro- 
wave relay clicking on and off the 
line. Still, it seemed like forever 
before she spoke again, although 
the Sears clock blinked off only 
two minutes, 


Her voice sounded even more 
distant, “Joseph, I never once 
said I needed help. All I said was: 
Hownyoursald Co cali fs vigever 
had problems. Mr. Cejka, everything 
is so wonderful, just like you de- 
Scrupedeita Limeyhuctwohateyou 
don't remember me. You said that 
you'd never forget." Then there 
was the click, and the line went 
dead. j 


The New Jersey Bell operator 
was nice, but as helpfully vague 
as could be. Two supervisors later, 
I was finally convinced that there 
was no way for ithe cal lito %be: trac= 
ed. I couldn't get back to sleep 
for all my worries. Though well 
lighted, the bathroom soon prov- 
ed too cold for me to pace up 
and down in front of the mirrors 
any longer. 


The cashier at the Wawa was 
pretty friendly, and she didn't 
ask why I'd pick up this or that 
and then wander around mumbling 
HOEMNYySeLimuntih ee tinalivsreturn— 
edacselolats splace, ofsrest.oil 
think she was pretty relieved when 
I bought a hot chocolate and push- 
ed off through the door. The walk 
back to Brown seemed a tad colder 
than the trip down. The dorm lights 
were all out except for the third 
floor bathroom light. Somehow, 
even that seemed draped and dim- 
med, 


I quietly stood on the cor- 
ner of College Road and Alex- 
ander Street for the better part 
of fifteen minutes just waiting 
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and looking for some comfort or the 
Sign of someone being alive, awake, 
and worried. But I finished out my 
time staring out and upward at 

those lights. Returning to my room, 
and willing it, sleep finally came. 


Li chenmorningearter , wa. 
couldn't remember her name. All 
through breakfast I mulled over 
what I knew. She knew my name and 
number, and even pronounced my last 
name correctly. I couldn't figure 
out why my first name would be so 
important to her. She called me 
Joseph. But, I hadn't been Joe 
Since before I began to teach. 
That was three years ago. 


The phone call came at 2:08 
a ihe anaethate indacatedetera 
fair probability that she was call- 
ing from the West Coast. It sound- 
ed long distance. If it were long 
distance™firom’ thexwest Coast; othat 
would account for her not think- 
ing how early it was here when she 
called. It would only be eleven 
o'clock there. 


so she'd known me for at 
least three years, at least since 
my name was changed, and she had 
called me long distance from the 
West Coast after eleven p.m., 
possibly to save money on the 
rates. That was it. There were 
other interpretations of the 
facts, but like this one, they 
could all prove anything or noth- 
ing. 


Later that week the mystery 
was solved, as mysteries are. I 
still didn't know why she called, 
but I had a clue in my memory that 
Led alos ermevdent iG Vere) ECOU LON ‘kt 
think that I'd forgotten someone, 
and the solution was in how I 
hadn't. Her voice was one I had 
not wanted to remember, I delib- 
erately blocked her voice and 
mannerisms from my mind, Of course, 
no teacher wants to remember a 
student he'd fallen in love with. 
After all, she'd been dead for 
nearly three years, and the 
Forget-Me-Nots I had laid at 
her grave have all withered. W 
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A NEW ULYSSES 


by Don McNair 


All ordinary sound’s no more to me than 
tedium, mild discontent; 
Wild seaswells and tall thunderings 


leave me unmoved, nor rain and 
Seasalt mingle with what floods 


astonished eyes. 


Like lukewarm milk to a bibber of wine 
are these white scuds upon the deep. 


Through merest hints of quiet there 
is one refrain that wrings and 

Flings me past the point of no return; 
this dangerous vessel of hide 

And creaking ribs matters not, and 
I've no lust for siren songs. 

Loose me from the mast, 
unplug your ears, and 


Listen! 


And trough and storm. 


good men, 


Hear past tongue and rock 


and comely form, past swell . 





hierophany's epiphany! 


This fragile boat of useless hope 
shall surely sink before we 


rice: 


Monk and the Kingdom of Heaven 


By Greg Muirhead 


Monk sat in a big easy chair 
and “UEtra <cligane! "Hesputfieds orev 
and enjoyed the smoke in his mouth. 
He \blew it out and breathed. ““Then 
he pulled on the cigar again. He 
blew out again and put the cigar 
down on an ashtray. He reached down 
to his left and picked up the glass 
of wine. It was red wine, and he 
looked at it in the light from the 
lamp. He smelled it and took a Say 
It tingled as it flowed in. He let 


the wine sit on his tongue for a- 
while and then swallowed. 
an okay wine. 


He went back to the Caparo. Lt 
smelled good to him, heavy and dark . 


It was 





tobacco-y, As he smoked it halfway 
through the smoke became warmer and 
stronger, He watched the smoke 
rising and resting in the air,’ curlg 
IO nea li cht motmehe lamp. He took 
a long drink of the wine and smiled, 
It was good. The wine was very good 
and so was the cigar. He was al- 
ready beginning to feel the alcohol 
in’ his) head ait] sae ante ee nice, 
He felt relaxed and peaceful and 
watched the smoke in the lamp light. 
He didn't think about anything but 
Sat there smoking the cigar and 
Slpping the wine. Then a thought 
drifted in for a moment. It had 
Something to do with heaven, wine, 
and cigars, but it didn't make 

much sense and soon enough the 
thought drifted away again, Monk 
smiled, put his cigar back on the 
ashtray and fell asleep. [YW 





—Greg Muirhead, a junior, 
rooms with a guitar in Rrown 
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Ciewpoint 


My Investment in Black Studies 
By Bob Cathey 


(Note: This address was delivered 
at the Seminary Conference dis- 
cussion of the Black Studies Pro- 
posal, February 25, 1981.) 





Where am I invested in Black 
studies? Do I need to study at 
Princeton Seminary with "a dis- 
TIiguisred= DlLackescnOLaArr =—D0 1’, 
as a White student, need a Black 
scholar who will teach Bible, 
Mrecruey 2 Cnurch History. Do. 


“need to study under a Black scho- 


Hem ere Sen Ore DOS sb One On. Our 
facuvcy.." 


Let me tell you my roots. 


My great-great grandfather was a 
Scotch-Irish Presbyterian and a 
FarmereineNoOnthiscarolina: = our 
family owned 19 Black slaves, 
nineteen people of the same race 
aewOUreGLStLerseana-=protners 1m 
Cnrastmin= cits room today. . My 
family fought in the Civil War 
to keep those slaves. When it 
was over, we had lost all our 
"property" -- in land and in 
slaves. 


In 1861 my people joined the 
new Presbyterian Church in the 
Confederate States of America. 
Historically, that is, the same 
church I am a member of today, 
but now it is named the Presby- 
terian Church in the United 
States. Our denomination is 
rather unique in its relation to 
Black people. Our very reason 
for coming into existence in 1861 
was to defend the right of White 
Christians to buy, own, and sell 


Black people for our own economic 








needs. That is the foundation in 
history of my church: slavery and 
racism! Our greatest theologian 
in the nineteenth century was Ro- 
berteieeebabneyee sin 1667, on the 
TLOOrms Crm tne wore In amoynod, ane 
Saldymao geGu0tete lw all. JnSup— 
erable difference of race, made by 
GOdsarosnoweD VaManesiS LC ie andsaco. 
eharacterjecond.cOC lal. cOnGition, 
makes it plainly impossible for a 
black man to teach and rule white 
ChristaansmoOmedi tcaulonl caja 


Here are my roots! In my mo- 
ther's family, there were no abo- 


litionists. In fact, the great- 
great grandfather of my mother rode 
with the Ku Klux Kian during the 
Reconstruction years in South Caro- 
lina. My roots extend back to the 
violent persecutors of Afro-America: 
the KKK, 


Things have changed in the new 


south, haven't they? Racism is 
Past UUs Tory, erst 1c eLOGaYy, 
Black Presbyterians may become or- 
dained ministers in my denomination 
But there are no Black ministers 
active in my Presbytery at present. 
I attended Davidson College, a Pres- 
by Lemianwins Facute ON werk romelo 74. = 


| (continued, page | 
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Personal Reflections 
by Carol Simonson , p 
On Poetry 
by U. Margarethe p 
Small Hawk 
Dive UeeNargarre le. aren | a, « 2 oD; 
p 
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Ash Wednesday 1981 


by James Shuman 


Michael Covington 
by Jim Pannell 


\O Oo COs! 


Song for an Altared Image 


by Laurence Lee Olson. . pe 1: 


Deadline for next issue: March 26. 
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My Investment in Black Studies, 


continued 


1978 we had no Black faculty. Out 
Of = 300 Students enrolled soll yen5U 


were Black. Yes, things have 
changed in the new South. in sha ce 


1979 in Greensboro, North Caro- 
Paitin, KU KLUX Klan eam Ne 7 oes nok 
down in the streets five members 
Of the. Communist. WOCKerS. gabe vs 

A friend of mine who is a Chris- 
tian almost marched with the pro- 
testers who were murdered. He 
knows the widows of the men who 
died. Some of those Workers 

were professing Christians. Their 
murderers were acquitted by the 
Greensboro jury who heard the case. 
The Klan's message is clear: 
"Veatn, to 4 bl nie ee ee OVC rstaan 1 
North Caroling... elnines ena ve 


changed in the new South. 


Why do you think we southern 
Presbyterians take the trouble to 
come here? JI came to Princeton 
hoping for a change, for new ideas, 
new examples of race relations. = I 
assumed an ecumenical institution 
would advocate the vital contri- 
butions of Black people to church 
and society. 


What: dia 1 ind. romeo 7c 
1980 I watched Bob Davis, Coke 
icClure, Rick Freeman, and many 
other students call for seminary 
disinvestment from certain multi- 
navionad corporations...) [hese con 
porations indirectly and some- 
times directly support racism in 
South Africa. I heard some sem- 
inary sdministracors, andetaculty 
respond that disinvestment was 
economically unfeasable and ethi- 
cally unwise. J] got the -picture. 
My roots are in a denomination 
which claimed in 1861 it was Bib- 
tical Tor Cnristi anc sc Os DUVeelOwn. 
and sell Blacks for white economic 
"needs," 


Then the faculty spoke out 
last spring. In their Response 
to the Black Studies Proposal, 
they stated that the contribution 
of, AfroszAmermican Studi es" isvne= 


cessary to prepare Whites also for| 


ministry, in this,country so that 
they are in touch with the realiti 
of the American pluralistic scene. 
They confessed "we have not suc- 
ceeded in creating genuine Chris- 
tian community with mutual appre- 
ciation between Blacks and Whites 
at the Seminary." 


but a powerful Black contribution 
at every polintein, the curpicwiun 
and in the Seminary slife.! 


This faculty proposal raised 
my hopes. 
White students would be trained fol 
ministry to all people, White and 
Bice”, é 
Are not the Trustees and Dr. McCom 


on the side of racial reconciliatia=® 


y 
\ 
r 
4 


and. .6CUMeN 1.Ca: Gyte etl 1 eet calla 
McCord said an@nisslett er eomuge 
seminary: "Contrary to some im- jj 
pressions in the air, we as a natid@ 
and a..church are facing,an.erago. 
limitations,” Dr. McCorduspokesois) 
the Board of Trustees' "Serious con 
cern for tne fiscal; condi 7 vormeo. 
the Seminary." 
capable conclusion is that the es- 
tablishment of a new professorship 
in any ‘particular disciplines wis 
require additional endowment funds 
in 6XCeSspOt wo, 56, 000.0 0me 


First, -l.understand Dhanusuce 


faculty wanted to expedite the pro- 


cess of appointing a distinguished 
Black scholar in one of the clas- 
Sical disciplanes:4, This wackawea@ 
for a new senior position, since .t@ 
wait for an opening would indefi- 
nitely postpone the faculty's in- 
tention... Secondly fsthe faculsaweis 
not askane-y form aaablacksschokea rian 


Pastoral Theology, where Black can-| 


didates are said to be few. Cain 
Felder reassures the Seminary that 


- =a Po 


"_..the way- fom" 
ward is not segregated Black Studi’ 


Perhaps now I and other) ' 


; 
6 
] 


He said, "The ines-| 


My hopes have been shattere¢|: 


r 


\ 
V 


| 
| 


| 


there are adequate Black candidates. 


fora: DOSGtLon. .n..one. Of theyclace 
sical, disciplines...) binal iy weuceainu 


really a matter of economics? Wel1,| 
perhaps so. In 1861 southern Pres- | 
byterians, like my family, could not 
afford to liberate their slaves, an¢| 


in, 1981 »»thetfrustees) of  PiSécannot 
afford one more Black scholar. 


i 


| 


My Investment in Black Studies, 


continued 


Nevertheless, I believe there 
fare signs of hope. In the spring 
mot, 1977 ie participaced with tacul - 
_ty and students in the ammending 
| of the anti-Semitic Christian ten- 
lure policy of Davidson College. I 
have experienced what happens when 
| faculty care more about ethical in- 
} tegrity than about job security. 

f Here at PTS the field education of- 
s fice has sacrificed their need for 
anew staff person this year, so 

I that a Black administrator may join 
A the staff next year. Deep inside 
ime I still believe Dr, McCord is 
$a person of true ecumenicity. I 

"¥ believe we faculty and students can 
' 

f 





f persuade the Administration and 

|} Trustees to fully implement the 

melacki Studies Proposal. I “have 

Bseen constructive institutional 

& change happen. This is my prayer:. 
May it happen here. Thank you for 

Hyour attention. WZ 

, 


+ Viewpoint is published by the 

Bee pucen veto ft met esmee it aes eave: 

J hicle for creative expression and 
Une discussion of issues facing 

) 





the Seminary and the church. The 
opinions in Viewpoint are those 
of the contributors and not ne- 
i cessarily those of the Seminary 
Mor the editorial staff. 
| Contributions of essays, po- 
jetry, stories, and graphics are 
}welcome and will be carefully 
i considered. All contributions 
must be signed; names may be 
Pwithheld upon request. Leave 
contributions and letters (keep 
a copy for yourself) for the 
/ Viewpoint mailbox at the switch- 
board in the Administration 
Burlaime. 


Editors: Meredith A. Cargill and 
‘Cindy Shepherd. 





WJACADEMIC ESCHATOLOGY 


| Creation and a few of us 
hare groaning, WJ 
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Tostthevhdi tor: 


tf UrsS bee GeaWwaSe Liew oOuUrce 
Committee," then letters to the 
editor of Viewpoint, and now I 
get a small yellow card in my 
mailbox reminding me of how I 
might conduct my spiritual jour- 
ney during Lent. In each case, 
these gems of insight have come 
from anonymous sources. It may 
be true that this most recent ad- 
dition came from outside the cam- 
pus, but that only means that 
This mtUGenO Mol ausrestint Gove EO 
the campus. And that disturbs 
me, 


I have trouble understanding 
why someone would feel the need 
to employ such hit-and-run guer- 
rilla style tactics. One possi- 
bility is that they are embar- 
assed by what they are doing and 
saying (which I doubt--although 
they should be). Or, they may 
feel that they will suffer some 
kind of retribution from the rest 
of the student body. Personally, 
I've never felt particularly 
threatened by anyone here whether 
they are fellow students, faculty, 
or administrators. And those of 
you who know me can attest to the 
fact that I'm no Charles Bronson. 


. I guess what disturbs me most 
about this recent addition to 
CHISWSs tring Opeanonymouss int cu 
SIONS in tOMOUrE 1Viecm se toa terne 
author assumes that I didn't have 
a program for observing Lent, I 
needed some kind of reminder of 
how to observe this religious 
SEASON peed cue Oney Cia, seanus. 
do this, but how I am to go about 
inte Wells tethaniks Soicbenoesthankce-— 
how I choose to observe Lent is 
between the Lord and myself, I 
encourage the author of this 
piece to take some of his/her own 
advice, and follow number six on 
TN TST, mer Sta bl Sieaneaccounta— 
bility relationship with another 
believer...". 
ui Accountably yous». 


Richard Alex Chamberlain 
405 Alexander Hall 
Easily found Lv 
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Highlights of Seminary Conference 


(NOTE: The Charter of the 
Princeton Seminary Conference -can 
be found on pages 34-5 of the 
Handbook. Its purpose is stated 
in Article I of the Charter: 


The Princeton Seminary 
Conference is established to 
consider and inquire into any 
question of Seminary concern, 
make recommendations to the 
appropriate decision-making 
bodies of the Seminary or the 
appropriate. Ofiucersuot =the 
Seminary, and request a re- 
sponse from those persons or 
bodies) 


(Note: These are excerpts from 
the minutes of Seminary Confer- 
ence, as submitted by Dr. L.C. 
Wi.lLand Mes ecre tary) 


19 November 1980 


SONOS 7 The meeting was called 
COMOrder. cb ae oeeD ame 


80.039 At_the suggestion of 
chairperson Hurley, each present 
member of the conference indi- 
cated concerns that seem to mer- 
it discussion. + Included were: 
JUnTOtCe Ot ental wor, selue race OL 
with the faculty, size of clas- 
ses, relationships of married 
students to on-campus activi- 
ties, the presence of intense, 
non-affirming pressure, invid- 
TOUS distinctions between, the 

so WCalkled J unvor sand @senlomera— 
culty, international students, 
fate of the black studies pro- 
POSal oOUL A erica ers raed 
anvicipattons,; and job hunting, 


80.040 Dean Massa reported on 
the prospects for the securing 
Ota Paster wom. Lucent memes i. 
dicated that the administration 
hoped to be able to announce an 
appointment in the near future. 


The following motion was passed: 
That the Executive Committee 
seek assurances that the selec- 


tion process for the Pastor to 
Students is sufficiently widely 
representative, 


80.041 Dean Massa reported on 
the response of the Board of 
Trustees to the black studies 
proposal. He indicated that the 


- Board had endorsed most of what 


was in the report but was not 
prepared to accept that part of 
the proposal that called for in 
effect, ravme con ECe.clra ii: 


The Seminary Conference dis- 
cussed these concerns and passed 
the. following motion: That _the 


administration be requested to 
make an announcement of a public 


natune, WhenuaestecbeLOlaSUeliae ia 


announcement has been legal and 


cleared, 


80,043 The conference was ad- 
0 URTIG Ceaa iO. One ill, 


17 December 1980 


80.044 The meeting was called 
TO “OTdermaresroo=perll: 


80.046 Mr. Hurley introduced 
the initial discussion, whien 
was to be on tthe apparent (7) 
malaise on campus. There was 
substantial discussion, #inciu— 
ding contributions from. the 
point of view of the student 
government by Mr. Logan and from 
the part-time Pastors to stu- 
dents, Creighton and Petersen. 
Dean Massa reported on the pro- 
posal for a coffeehouse in the 


' Campus Center and invited as 


many as might be able to parti- 
cipate-sin sthat sd71SscussPonmm 


80.047 The meeting was ad- 
JOUTne ara) 4 2oar ome 


25 February 1981 


BAO Od The meeting was called 
tomorders atudie Ses Mieen eiee 
were approximately fifty members 
of the student body, adminis- 
tration, and faculty who were 
granted access to the floor to 
speak. 


Bi.003 Athletic Facilities, 
The following statement was a- 
dopted by the Conference: "A 
great many seminarians feel a 


Highligents of Seminary Conference 
Ee eass 


need for some sort of athletic 
activity, e.g., tennis, swim- 

ming, racquetball, and weight- 
Lone. she Seminary athletic 
facilities, however, are woe- 
fully inadequate. We recognize 
that the finest and most acces- 
Sible athletic facilities in the 
area are at Princeton University, 
Therefore, we propose that until 
such time as the Seminary can 
provide for the athletic needs 
felt by so many students, the 
Seminary pursue a more formal 
relationship with the University 
and/or the YM/YWCA regarding the: 
use of athletic facilities," 


It was agreed by common consent 
that Mr. David Campbell would 
form his own committee to inves-., 
tigate these alternatives as 3 
well as others that might appean, 
and to report back at the next 
meeting of the Conference. 


81,004 Orientation and Facul-: 
ty-Student Relationships. Mr. 
Crawford responded DrBeplyato 
concerns expressed about the de- 
_ velopment of on-going relation- 
ships between members of the fa- 
culty and the student body dur- 


ing and following orientation at. 


the beginning of the academic 

year. The following motion was 
paDissed: 

mittee appoint a committee with 


' the responsibility for reviewing: 
ongoing faculty-student relation 


Ships, including the orientation 
period. .The committee isto re- 
port back at the next meeting 


81.006 The Proposal for Black 
Studies: Mr. Robert Cathey and 
Ms. Renita Weems initiated the 

| discussion with formal presenta- 

| tions of their concerms regarding 
the state and Stakes of the is- 
sues, A statement that had been 
drawn up by concerned students 
was Circulated, and there was ex- 


Armstrong, who chairs the Commit- 
tee on Black Concerns, shared re- 
} levant activities of the commit— 





That the Executive Com-: 


tensive discussion, Mr. Richard . 
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tee. He stated that the commit- 
tee had formulated these ques- 
tions for its deliberations: 

(a) What can we anticipate that 
the Trustees should do to demon- 
Strate their commitment LO.alearnes 
Solution of the concerns embodied 
in the Proposal for Black: Stu- 
dies. SCb)s4 Cant the committee ask 
for a statement of commitment to 
the priority of identifying po- 
tential senior Black faculty mem- 
Derseandmor raising the necessary 
funds to bring such persons? (c) 
What criteria should inform the 
selection process for screening 
Such candidates, and candidates 
in general? Mr, Armstrong went 
‘on to say that the committee 
would do the following: (1) es- 
tablish a list, in part through 
‘canvassing a wide spectrum of 
sources, of Black persons who are 
qualified and potential candi- | 
dates for faculty positions, with 
‘a Tocus on the so-called classi- 
Cal disciplines, (2) spread the | 
word of this undertaking’ among 
the Seminary Conference, TACuULGy, 
students, administrative officers, 
and all other appropriate persons. 
‘and groups, including those that 
might lie outside the Seminary, 
and (3) encourage extensive use 
of the revised faculty response 
to the Proposal for Black Studies 


Sle 007 The following statement 
was adopted, as amended, with no 
Opposing votes: 


"The Association of Black Semi- 
narians first submitted the 'Pro- 
posal for Black Studies' to Sem- 
inary officials on February 14, 
LO7ote <bine lyon AD Tie chan 80. 
‘the 'Revised Draft for CEL oA 
Response to Black Studies Propo- 
Sal' was approved. Subsequently, 
the faculty response was submit- 
ted to the Board of Trustees, 


"Due to the faculty's revision of 
the first recommendation of the 
proposal, the proposal was un- 
fortunately misinterpreted, The 
faculty urged 'the appointment of. 


(Continued on page 17) 
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Personal Reflections 


By Carol Simonson 


Recently, I have heard comments 
that women, Blacks, and other mi- 
norities on this campus need to be 
less sensitive and "have a sense of 
humor" regarding exclusive language, 
unintentional or intentional alien- 
ating comments, images which ex- 
elude “them,: or ‘an “ignoring, ofthe 
history and=situation, ime wonshiip, 
lectures; “and, bookss © Lali iams will amc 
to-admi that tha wy mayen bea turuer oae 
do not have a great sense of humor 
when it ‘comes to those areas... But 
before nodding your head and saying, 
“that "s)20n sure,” near me our, 


ANY Ol.Uss WhOvare ine Suche mar— 
ginal” Situatlons have shad sload ace 
a number of obstacles even to ar- 
rive’ Here ate oc slaw) weno epi 
tend to understand the situations 
of others than myself. We each 
come with our own "baggage," and 
mine is surely unique, probably 
no better or worse than any one of 
you... 1 “Know tes» noteusua.l bys done 
rere tat PIS DU ewok lati cakeo 
share with you part of my journey. 
I hope that in so doing, you might 
better understand. why I find it 
hard to laugh at jokes others find 
humorous, 


I have finally come to under- 
stand that Godiscala® onemy dete 
extends back many years before my 
actual decision to come to seminary. 
I always visualized myself spending 
a VOT 101. Sait essiia eles Chuncheerand 
for that reason basically assumed 
that I could not also have a career. 
O0d PUshi te Wingy Give Gel eencor acer — 
Sidered the fact that this yearning 
I felt to serve God in the church 
coul dpe: a1 Ordaun édieminascrivecs oN Oat 
really, when Vor conancer in cuneacdt 
that even in a mainline church I had 
never heard a woman preach or even 
seen many women in leadership roles. 


. When I began my first church 
Job following college, I was well 
accepted as a Youth and Music Di- 
rector, It seemed perfectly nat- 
ural; I had found my niche. How- 
ever, when I walked into the first 


Minive ter’ os. SUppULleerOouD ULeeune 
denomination and was not only the 
only non-ordained person, and the 
only one under 30, but also the 
only woman, I began to notice that 
my presence made many of the men 
uncomfortable. I was clearly an 
odd creature, and they didn't knoy 
what to do with me. While thoroug 
ly enjoying my work, my sensitivit 
in sthatespouat on was raised mad 
began to notice that while girls 
and boys in their teens could serv 
communion on Youth Sunday (a non 
Presbyterian church), grown women. 
were not allowed to serve with mer 
on? oObher- Sundays whiter ea. 
woman, was the second staff persor 
there were no women elders. As IL. 
began to be interested in language 
I can remember choking as the wort 
to the second stanza of "Rejoice, | 
Yep Purel insiearkt “edmmicthissihymnal 
began: "Strong men and maidens 
meek..." I can remember getting 
very angry at a District Women's 
meeting when the women in my grou] 
decided that the men should handle 
the financial matters in the churt 
"because they are better at those 
kinds vofuthings ee “Then, etheefirgl 
in a pattern began. I was told bj 
the pastor with whom I worked, "D¢ 


be angry." 


I wasn't angry when my pre-Cal 


comma ttee asked! nel, sbutinoteene 


two males also up for considerati(. 
what I intended to do about a fam;|’ 
ily. I actually enjoyed explainil|, 
to.the little girls in my field a; 


neation; churchathatiyes, lirealls 
could be a minister, even if theii 
parents said otherwise. 
tened patiently while men in my 


I have lj} 





Presbytery talked about their strip 


4 


+ 


W 


y 


gles with the ordination of women]; 


elders, 


I have endured reading bdi 


after book, which not only excludée 
me implicitly by the use of mascu-j() 


line pronouns, sbutSexplacitl y "by 


putting women into roles and mode]]} 
I have been pa>: 
tient time and time again when ped: 
ple have virtually ignored my quest! 


T Nave, rev ener ish. 


tions or concerns, or worst of all 
made.lighnt, oftthem, ~TShavestried 


to understand that people who use {é 


exclusive language, "really are ir 


;. 


Personal Reflections, continued 


eluding everyone." I have been 
told endless times, "Be patient. 
Things cnange SlLowla ees Lnatead S 
true, I certainly have learned 
that. 


But one can only suppress a 
limited amount of anger, hurt and 
Puc brat Lon, «oa fO.u aneevebast 
year when some of the most com- 
petent graduates, who happened to 
be women, could not get jobs, 
Lacie cOmmenvus | 1K Cse_.OUiancnurch 
just isn't ready for a woman min- 
ister." I was frustrated when my 
annual consultation came back a 
year ago, referring to me as "his. 
I was appalled recently when I was 
told innckass that if *thereswasi-a 
douplesstandardmirnethespanish i) 
wasn't supposed to get angry, or 
I "wasn't comfortable with my wo- 
Mannoods "#ak amatined of nearing, 
"Now women, you just adapt the 
male model..." as if that covered 
the subject. I have cried re- 
Centaveimuclassest and ain chapel , 

- because my very existence has been 
denied, and I have been written 
off as "an emotional woman." And 
| I have found jokes about "wives as 
| secretaries" or "putting women in 
their place" less than humorous. 
Surely no one, especially me -- 
| the ultimate conformist -- could 
enjoy continually having to con- 
ietront professors and peers about 
» language, images, and other me- 
| thods of shoving women back into 

| eae Same old box. 


i No, inclusive language is not 
i the issue. Nor is getting more 
; women faculty or women in the pul- 
ee as important as those things 
are, They are symbols of a much 
i deeper problem, which I and others 
‘confront every day. It’s like the 
» Chinese water torture; one drop by 
| itself doesn't really bother you. 
‘But as the drops constantly con- 
tinue, never letting up, you e- 
#ventually have to scream, because 
ethe total effect is devastating. 





To be sure, there have been 
“glorious moments as well. Without 


6 


ve 
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those, it would be impossible to 
stay in a system which seems intent 
on maintaining the status quo, "be- 
cause that's how it's always been 
done." But my experience does not 
allow me to be here comfortably. 
While acknowledging that not every 
woman would share my experience, if 
you would ask and take the time to 
hear an answer, I'm sure you would 
hear stories of striking similarity. 
When we hear and begin to understanc 
themSiscuatlOneOt Banoehers amt makes i 
more difficult to make cruel jokes 
or insensitive comments. I am not 
claiming to have a corner on op- 
pression. By no means. But please, 
don't deny my experience by laughing 
2 Ml Oe Yeu OTOL) Cael, 


On Poetry 
By U. Margarethe 


Poetry should be fierce and 
Wild wecOntaining am intensity tor 
which no other form of creative 
expression Suld1Ces.,5 Poems sare 
like great-winged, luminous crea- 
tures which carry the soul up- 
Wanbdseinto, thesholy.. welOems 
should fly, be a feast to eye and 


ear, They should play and dance 


through one's mind leaving a 
sense of wonder and delight. 


Reechemnigethacechosemlovely: mo- 
ments when whole snatches of 
poems come into one’s head are 
perhaps another way of the Holy 
Spirit's touching us and bring- 
ing us to a new awareness of 
God's presence in the world. 


Sometimes a poem will look 


‘you in the eye and the numinous 


occurs which Erik Erikson calls 
UiCmL a CeO Tero COP NM GTOMeea = Lic 
poem "speaks to your condition.” 
TSA See Cee CemON GC sasV Ol mecll Cw —— 
though I soar upwards singing 
while you creep quietly along the 
ground--still we are one! I am 
your voice, your wings, your very 
soul. Do not reject me when I 
challenge you to fly--to sean and 
to soar. 
(Continued on page By 
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On Poetry--continued 


HACn Gi ueecaLrreLes Our own 
poems within, tucked in secret 
places beyond our conscious 
grasp. We must learn to open 
those doors within, slowly, care- 
fully, lest we crush these tender 
creatures. Even the most cruel, 
arrogant, and ruthless of people 
have such poems within, like 
small, vulnerable birds gently 
whispering and fluttering at the 
bars to be set free. 


Most of all, poems are CELE- 
BRATIONS--joyous affirmations 
that the heart can see truly what 
iS iInvisi bie vortnescy oneal ney 
affirm who we are and what we are 
about as human beings. Sometimes. 
on reading a poem or writing one 
there comes an instant where with 
a great whoosh the Holy is there 
within you and within the poem. 
It that moment the world is made 
new, and it changes for us as we 
respond in newness! W 


SMALL HAWK 
By U. Margarethe 


Small hawk, journey hawk 
have you found home at last? 
Land fall would safer keep you 
who have so far to go-- 


Small hawk, pilgrim hawk, 
have you not paid the price? 
Would wings alone support you 
who have no use for land? 


Small hawk, mountain hawk, 

have you found home at last? 
In narrow canyons hidden 

where soul the wilder flies-- 


Small hawk, soaring hawk, 
have you yet grace to spend? 
Storm's eye and fiercer wind 
contains you--not entirely. ™ 


ASH WEDNESDAY 1981 
By James P. Shuman 


Now levity ends 
Now seriousness 
about me 
you 
us 
begins 


loeation 
direction 
motvivation 


somberness 
Chovehts #02 etra irc 
Tyee a st 


Pain 
Suffering 
Joy 


that CciuUs wand 


burns away the 
dross 


exposes Shallowness 


brings to 
breaks through 
Despair 


[My God, 


My God, 
Why have I forsaken You? 


Wny have I forsaken 


Wine into water 
Lazarus still entombed ] 
The Call 
my commitment. 
Time 
Now 
introspection | 


reflection | 
meditation 


Redirection, 
Belive 


O Lord | 
Help my unbelief m 
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Michael Covington--continued 


stories about how some guy was 
walking through downtown New York 
ay tiree, itt the morning ,. carrying 
. $9,000 and scared to death that 
someone was going to take his 
money and then smash his face un- 
til it looked like a communion 
.Water, “So this’ guy tells God 
that if He will only save him 
from such disastrous circum- 
stances he will give his life to 
the Lord and be a missionary to 
Beverly eis, » "well, “py -golly., 
he makes it through the city a- 
Live sso ne says, -“Damn;, "Praise 
‘Jesus! Let's make this sucker 

ee minirs cer 


Wie Caro lame desT ama laused 
VO MCD ee ae beet -Wasea' Calsliod to 
Desselic Vewel OOD. sav hates. un— 
LiletweeO Geto Seminary and) real— 
ized that I had made up most of 
my testimony to impress people 
Wishidive Gitisbual Nacure, ut 
then, Js am not a very spiritual 
Deusen .«¢ eeedon' st) beke. bhackwrobes 
and I refuse to pray because I 
always end up asking for some- 
Lhangesheated dontt. needsand: LI 
StarietomLec! sikewsLoam sitting 
Ore elem 1 apee \eue Waysr pele 
Pee aeschmiicke Ons Santas. lap.) 
But with my beard they even tell 
Mestelook.a diattie- like Jesus; 7) 1 
am not sure how they know what 
Jesus looks like but I have in- 
deed been mistaken for one of the 
chosen people of Israel. 

Acro tl Vwenosth Ministers, 
especially the male types, are 
called to the ministry by their 
mothers every good boy wants to 
make his mother proud and what 
would make a lovely Christian 
mocvoer more. proud ~than forsen 
son to say 'Dearly beloved" and 
Pewee Gd. Obi 1 Gass le learnedcitnat 
from a psychologist who said he 
was a minister until he realized 
haat it vwas.nis.mothet.anote God, 
who had made the fateful phone 
earit." 

Michael looked down from his 


perch Co. iCaroiyon thei fioor.. -!She: 


was not smiling or even looking 


Sympathetic. He had his hope set: 


Soeherespiliing outeatsattve:com— 
passion. She didn't.. Michael 


Continued his soOlrloquy. (bY 
definition then he was either 
talkingewosnoeone i) particu les 
Or -nosonerat all. ) 

"A good comparison might be 
the airlines. If your kid gets 
a job on the airlines you get to 
ride for free. .The ministry is 
the same in a mother's eyes. If 
the kid preaches she gets bumped 
TOntI ste chacs anda tl) rote plckhn On 
the celestial choir robes, 

CarolUeei. ic? d snot .smisne 
she might have quit listening, 
All this religious talk bored 
here Michaeietri cde tou pudd scared 
into the discussion by putting 
Herein i Sposa. one 

"If you ever start consider- 
ing the ministry the first thing 
thaveyOousmecdatO CGmiomvs 1 Gea 
seminary. When you see all those 
people running around in K-Mart 
Suits and imitation leather brief 
cases you will quickly jump into 
your Pinto and tell God to please 
keep you from such a fooling en- 
COnDMiS Cru a bia OUndOmiteeny OU TOO 


will find yourself (in ten years) 


BUNS Paro Omi oleae ld lady 
teas wearing bright red corduroy 
pants with duckies all over them 
and a purple clerical shirt. If 
it wasn't for ministers the double 
knit suit and white shoe business 
would never have developed, Min- 
isters are notorious for losing 
their sense of aesthetics soon 
anler ordinals on samicuemic pia vie 
something to do with all those 
hands ai dvall over syourspouya! 

The expression on Carol's 
face finally changed from apathy 
to; deja ivur 

"Michaelj= [edon! tveare what 
Adrian says and I don't care what 
you ares sayingsriontanows | oYou 
know that I cannot understand 
why anybody in their right mind 
would want to be a minister. You 
know that I think this religion 
stuff is a bunch of hoopla and I 
find it very difficult to trust 
“any of your so-called colleagues. 
But this I do know--Michael Co- 
vington wants to be a minister. 


‘Not because of some creepy ex- 


perience in a grave yard, not 
because your mother dominates 





Michael Covington 


a short story by James 
Pannell 


aT wor 


On the morning that Carol 
came over for breakfast Michael 
was Sitting in his bed, pillows 
propped up against the headboard. 
He had no expression on his face 
and his eyes were slightly rolled 
up into his head. 
guessed that he was practicing 
for Halloween, but he usually 
wore sun-glasses on that occasion 
so there would be no reason for 
rolling the eyes. Perhaps he had 
been experimenting with some new 


Cut) ~~ 


form of prayer, but that was out 
of the question since it was only 
8:15 AM, (Michael rarely prayed 


and@itecertainiy dtd. Nnapoen 
at 8:15 on a Monday morning. ) 

Carol walked into the apart- 
ment and straight to the bed- 
room; the door had been left un- 
locked as usual, even slightly 
a jer thrs-monninc 

"Good morning," she said as 
she walked across the room and 
set her coat near a week's worth 
of underwear lying behind the 
bathroom door. As she turned 
around to see why there was no 
answer the opague eyeballs stared 
down Michael's pointed nose at 
her, 


1 are you doing? 
please beam 
e and talk to 


"What the hel 
Michael, wovld you 
up to Bthe nterpris 
me!" 

Slowly the eyes manuevered 
back to the customary position. 
But it did not seem to make much 
difference since he still ap- 
peared to have just returned 
from a week of astral projec- 
GLOnN wore Cu ee, 

Carol bent over, touched his 
hand while whispering in his ear. 

"Kno clkerteiog fy Minhac see foe 
you don't quit playing games I 
will walk right out of here and 
tell the landlord how you broke 
the garbage disposal." 

(The destruction of the gar- 
bage disposal occurred one night' 
when Michael was trying to com- 
plete his. final paper, for ‘his 


One might have. 


listen. 


‘happen, 


second of three years in semi- 


nary. When his fluorescent desk 
lamp failed at four in the morn- 
tne ies SHrust wok Of ano Lo 
inch bulbs into the garbage dis- 
posal, passed out from the fumes 
and the disposal ran until it 
could no longer inhale another 
ege shell.) 

"What's wrong with you’" 


Carol said as she placed her nose 


c .Of 8101S aol 

s coming into 
denly realized 
vas about to 


GUT eCiel a eit ot 
noticed a rednes 
his eyes and sudde 
that he had been or 
Cina 
Michael leaned forward while 

drawing his knees to his chest 
and placed his arms and head up- 
on his knees. He began to talk 
with a raspy voice that was pro- 
jected from the area just behind 
the tonsils, 

"hoise Adrian, she “says -tnat 
Bh T 
"m 3}uStv. trom Wali fornia ye Ane 
when you're from California you 
don't make decisions based upon 
ethical guidelines, it's not e- 


ae 
qi 
~~ 


ven a matter of doing wnat 'feels 


good.' Californians don't ne- 
cessarily do what feeis good, 
When we set out on some endeavor 
itlin’ most instances! wilt be~a r= 
rected towards feeling good, but 
we are tinged with a bit of mas- 
ochism and on occasion we also 
slip in a few suicidal tenden- 
cies. 


pseudo-intvellectuals. 

"The reason she says that 
I‘mnéa hedonvstparcetna tr dors 
want to be a minister. 


irrelevant. 
You're called. ('Hello 
BoD, aelhissiresGodk anc 4h’, caring 


to tell you to be a minister, '-- 


God always calls collect, he 
talks, you pay.) Most of them 
believebthateand=the-otnerc, aie 
though it didn't, have convinced 
themselves that it really did 

In most denominations 
you can't be ordained unless 
you've had: the 'CALL.' The var- 
10us committees will interview 
you and ask about your 'calling' 
and they love to hear bizarre 


(CantinuedA on nage 10) J 





ma hedonist. I'm net really; 


We just don't know how to. 
be subtle like all you East Coast 


She says 
. that what I want in this: case is 
‘You just are a min- 


Michael Covington--continued 


your life (God knows she has 
tried), not even for prestige. 
‘You want to be a minister because 
VOueCeom sO OCme umbliue 

Michael snickered a little. 
He then jumped out of the bed and 
proceeded to tell Carol why he 
would like to be a minister while 
at the same time going about his 
morning ritual in the bathroom. 

"There is only one reason 
that I would want to be a minis- 
ter and that is the one that 
really scares me. I think it 
would be fun. But I don't want 
jcG LO mDCmbUN, elhOD SOMmesreason wl 
think that I am supposed to be 
miserable with my collars per- 
fectly starched 24 hours a day. 
I'm an actor who loves the crowd 
and the pulpits oughtyeto wbe? the 
last place for a ham. » People’ are 
molded fairly easily, and with a 
little charm they will do any- 
Titi yOUrsa ys) ia Know  ilvd etell 
them stuff just to see how they 
would react, like the theological 
Tauronale = Loreprostitucion or 
Nneromd. usc week Contetet non kes. 
could bear that responsibility 
evcnest NOUS aeLnoi nic wm ch te coma 
reasonably good job." 

At that point! Michael’ took a 
swig of mouthwash and began to 
gargle. The doorbell rang and 
Garole cotsuprtoranswermpide eine 
caller was Michael's sister Ad- 
rian. 

"Michael, Mom called and 
wants you to come home for Thanks- 
pin tt) Oe 

He frowned. Michael never 
went home for Thanksgiving. He 
mrererred tO Visiu nis friyends in 
New York City. They would stay 
Upsatllenignt and in the morning 
try to land paper airplanes, in 
the mouths of the balloons in the 


Macy's parade from the 30th floor 


of the RCA building. 

"Why," Michael groaned. 
Hone sayse tlhatancbodyveis 
coming that is going to church, 

She wants somebody to say the 
prayer. eltul ustewouldnete be 
Thanksgiving without a prayer." 
Michael Covington glared at 
his sister. He wondered which of 
them had been adopted. Then he 
turned around and went back to 
complete his morning ritual. WJ 
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Highlights of Seminary Conference 


e-continued 


a distinguished Black scholar in 


one of the classical disciplines 
for a new senior position on our 


faculty.' The faculty intended 
the adjective 'new' to expedite 


‘the process of adding a Black 


senior faculty member. The Board 
of Trustees, however, misinter- 
preted this. They understood it 
as a proposal to establish a sen-. 
lorsiacultyvepositzonpspeciiacally 


designated for an ethnic group. 


Onethiswbacic, whey rejecteduin, 


“Tn Dr; MeCord's report on. the 


Board of Trustees' response to 
the proposal, he indicated that 


they felt that the establishment 


of a new professorship would be 
too expensive. At the same time, 


however, an extensive addition to- 


the administration building had 
been funded. It would seem that 
the administration has no trouble 
finding funds. Economic deci- 


SilOnseret Lect sbasie priorities 


and values. In the light of the 
Gospel, can the goal of ecumenism, 


as proposed by the ABS, be too 


expensive for Princeton Seminary? 


"We, the members of the Princeton 
Seminary Conference, affirm the 
intentions ofmnemaculty in 
their recommendation. Because of 
the misinterpretation, we request 
that the faculty resubmit their 
proposal to the Trustees with ex- 
plicit sclartricationswitherespect 
to the appointment of a Black 
person to a senior position, in- 
cluding the establishment of a 
new position if necessary. We 
ask that the faculty append to 
this clarification a statement 
regarding specific steps that 
they have taken to implement the 
other parts of the proposal by 
the end of the 1981 spring sem- 
ester," 


81.008 The meeting of the Con- 
ference was adjourned at 6:10 p.mty 


SONG FOR AN ALTARED IMAGE 


By Laurence Lee Olson 


Paint us a white smiling Jesus 
with a straight Caucasian nose. 
give him eyes that never seize us 
blur with tears or weary closed 


paint no warts on our white Jesus 
brush his freckles all away 
crucify him on his canvas 

or he might find more to say 


crossed sticks and an empty hole 

hard frame to hang a living kingdom on 

but God is dead 

I saw him climb back in the tomb of stone 
and. split his wrists with modern nails 
where have you left him gardeners 

that man who laughed so sadly as my God 

I need the bread 

he said would feed each hunger when the sod 
grew too green with your planted years 


paint a black as midnight Judas 
hideous in hate and fright 

running hard trying to elude us 
who would never share his night 


but do not show our clean Jesus 

twist to that kiss with the pain 

we dare not confess still bleeds us 

white hides cringing from each stain WV 
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SENIOR SURVEY 


Viewpoint sent questionnaires 
i to about fifty M.Div. seniors who had 
womredmealilitot [theism program ater. T.s. 
We asked three questions: 


| IT. What has been the most sub- 
| stantial change in your theology as 
a result of your experience at P.T.S.7 
II. What were the major influ- 
ences in this change?. 
ie eemerrOowW ep asmeUlirs change in the- 
ology aifected your attitudes, be- 
havior, lifestyle, etc.? 


Thee pramary intent: ofl thisesur- 

i vey was to help P.T.S. evaluate its 
1 effects on students according COmets 

ownustandardmofethesprioritysoLD right 
'thinking. Thosé who answered the sur- 
vey received the added benefit of the 
' self-examination. Perhaps before 
reading these responses you should 
| try to answer the questions yourself. 


Weesres Urinuiniceall. Ola tne ire 
msponses verbatim, inno particular 
forder. There are surprisingly few 
Bradical changes. Many of those who 
| declined to answer did so because 
the selt—-analysis* was too complex to 
be done with the time and energy a- 
Evailable. Most changes in theology 
were described as changes in its 
mtylesor character rather than ats 
jcontent. The predominant academic ~ 
influences seem to have been from 
g@ the theology (appropriately) and the 

Christian education departments. We 
‘invite you to provide any further in- 
merpretation. 
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=> 
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i) iP eei@enave Vearned: nere whatethe 
“Bible is a very human book recording 
God's Word as active in the lives of 
jpeople. | 
| II. Biblical survey and upper- 


level classes in exegesis and con- 


tent aided this process of seeing 
Taitheinerelation tosGodrandmto othe) 
people. 

' JII. Awareness of social factors 
in talking about my understanding of 
God as revealed in Christ, Scripture 
and sermons has made my more open to 
closing the books for awhile and 
being with others in community. 


a I have come to an even stronger, 
mone andiwa duds ticsChristiansstaoch — 
stance than when I arrived. Though 

I had hoped for a community of faith, 
I found prejudice, hatred and dis- 
trust the norm which forced me to 
lean more and more on my faith. 

Im nade-cOmes LO? Palos a Wason ane 
hope of meeting and learning with 
and from other individuals who had 
Sincere hopes and dreams concerning 
the possibility of a prophetic voice 
WithitiatNenCnristtanetalt nse ineuead 
of an optimism about life in the 
light of the above, I have encountere 
pessimism. 

I am more determined to live out 
mywtauth. Ph partici pate sin sihe ite 
of others in a concerned way, i.e. 
on campus, at home, and in the life 
‘Si naeh Tee@reily » igh eae) gis 
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SENIOR SURVEY, continued 
ot My theology has undergone its 


greatest change in my understanding 
of othe Holy*Spirru, with’ greater a- 


wareness of and appreciation for God's 


working in and through our lives, to 
transform them individually and cor- 
porately. This awareness has helped 
me understand the significance of Je- 
sus Christ as the One who promised 
the Holy Spirit and also as the One 
whose life demonstrated the power of 
God's presence in a human being, not 
as an-example for us to struggle afr- 
ter, but as’ a special demonstration 
of God with us. 

A principal factor was my work 
with Professors Loder and Fréhlich 
(sic)¥ anibeth> theoretical’ study .and 
the Holy Spirit's operation in my own 
intra- and inter-personal life. 

In my approach to education, e- 
vangelism, counseling, and social 
transformation, ”@ 1 "try =toype 20 peri ao 
the in-breaking of the Holy Spirit, 
by praying, by being alert to cre- 
ative possibilities, and by remember- 
ing that God is always at work in 
me, in others, and in the dynamics 
Gihsour relatronsntps; tOubringeaus eco 
Share in the love and joy and peace 
for which God created us. 


Ly I have become increasingly a- 
ware of the freedom offered to be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ and the in- 
terpretive adaptability of the Gos- 
pel to all Life situations. 

A combination of academic and 
practical experience, 

I think I have become more ac- 
cepting of different Biblical inter- 
pretations. JI recognize and accept 
the diversity of views and practices 
within.the. Church; A 10t iof anxiety 
re: the "right" interpretation- 
behavior has disappeared. I now try 
to _remain 'openstolyGod \ses50iriterather 
than insisting on my -own cognitive 
interpretation. 


Ss. I've learned to accept, even 
celebrate different interpretations 
OT Chritetianeraith: Galo see ther re- 
sult of how these differences can 
result in spirit-empowered creative 
tensions has been an important de- 
velopment for my future in ministry. 


Probably living in a community’ 
where the privilege to have discus- | 
Sions, enjoy meals, and share aca- 
demic pursuits with persons who re- 
present so many diverse cultureal (s 
pSlarndailyvopportunity. 

Its helped me to mellow out, 
to mature, to begin to understand 
that for everything there is a sea- 
son and a time for everymatter under 
heaven, 


6, I've become more sensitive to 
the biblical role in forming theolog 
of seeing my theological views in 
light of the Bible. As a consequence 
"conservatives" would call me more 
liberal but I would call myself more 
conservative. 

My courses in biblical studies, 
theology, and American Church Histo- 
ry. They helped me see other inter- 
pretations and the cultural origins 
of many religions and cultural the- 
ologies that form contemporary Amer- 
ican theology. 

._  .[ am more aware of the compel- 
ling social aspect of the gospel and 
its need to be expressed concretely. 
This for me includes a radical ex- 
amination of our economic, cultural, 
agricultural, and political practice 


he In my middler year I began to 
confront the fact that we are living 
in a post-Christendom world, one 
which is moving away from the church 
It is not enough to be enamored by 
our past creeds or homiletical tra- 
dition. We must know how this world 
understands itself if we are to preac 
the Gospel with any effectiveness. 

The depth and accuracy of Gib- 
son Winter's analysis of culture and 
the possibilities opened up for com- 
munication in such a culture by Ran- 
dy Nichols' work. 

I have focused my attention to 
Search -fon,") =.anpetrecaime psociam 
action (that) will operate at a 
deeper level where the wrestling is 
with loyalties, banners, and speels 
that rule a way of life and its in- 
stitutions, In such an engagement 
no doubt occasions of public con- 
frontation will arise. When they do 


Christian action will have a symbolic 


Or dramatic character, enforcing its 
deeper persuasions. Early Christiani 


SENIORS SURVEY, continued 


was more like guerilla street theater 
than social revolution, but it over- 
threw principalities and powers." 


(Amos Wilder, Theopoetic, 27-28). 


8, Iam now convinced that God ac- 
complishes his will through the most 
unlikely and most human saints. My 
theology had been rather inclusive 
but I now have the language of uni- 
versalism to support this. . Inclusi- 
Vaityé 

Studying Creation and Providence 
iigonaecWi ius class. andaebis-onaull's 
chass on.Christian faith vand= social 


transformation were strong influences. 


The most compelling reasons for this 
change was the attitudes of some of 
my peers whose exclusive Gospel re- 
pulses me. 

I associate with no one group 
on Campus, but seek out people with 
diverse theologies, behaviors, modes 
of dress, etc. I have come to resent 
cliques and resist them strongly. 


i My most profound attitudinal be- 


_havioral change was my approach to 
>» sexual relationships which had been 


rather one of disengagement. I now 
have a far more open. attitude toward 


sexual relationships expecially pre- 


i 
' 
i 
@ marital sex. 


I am however no less 


_ bound by ethical constraints which 


\- 
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) 


) 
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have not broken down but merely have 
been reformulated. 


m9. A clearer understanding of the 


jrole and work of the Holy Spirit in 


human Life’. 


Classes and discussions with 
Personal experience and 
-awareness of that work. a, 

It has made me less willing to 


jexpect or predict what God is going 


BUOpdomtOmornow. ee Which isto: say, 

I'm a whole heck of a lot more. re- 
silaxed and free to be me as I am to- 
iday, by the grace of God, 


10, I have come to a somewhat po- 


.jlarized conception of human. nature: 


jwe live in the midst of a. tension be- 
#tween good and bad, light and dark, 
laughter and tears. This dialectical 
tension, albeit somewhat ambiguous, 

I have come to see as being some- 

» thing very creative for those who 


look at the world and themselves 


Calvin, Kierkegaard, 
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through the belief in the trust- 
worthiness of God in Jesus Christ. 

Three areas: my readings in 
and Barth; the 
teaching of David Willis and James 
Loder; and the combination of scholar 
ship and spiritual piety as evidenced 
in the lives of Willis and Loder and 
Creer ein Ory" 

My theological "re"-orientation 
has given me a deeper sense of com- 
munion with myself, my God and my en- 
vironment. Having come to the above 
stated awareness of the dialectical 
tension inherent in life, I have come 
to see atlas "a friend tand’ confidant, 


mee My theological opinions as a 
whole have moderated. JI am not so 
concerned with making sure of tra- 
ditional doctrines (virgin birth, 
creation, etc.) as I am with making 
theology work for the liberation of 
people, both as individuals and as 
groups. | 

I can't point to any real spe- 


cifics. Certainly, my education pro- 
fessors have been asbig factor, since 
OC Seve uis@myaarcanOreanberest. Gibson 


Winter first introduced me to the 
concepts of liberation theology, Fre- 
da Gardner to a genuine caring for 
all people. 

I have always been people orient 
ed, now’ 1 am more "sono For me, PlS<has 
been an affirming and confirming ex- 
perience. I am anxious to enter the 
Danwshemanistry asea woesilus 


ee It use (sic) to be that being 
given the right answer was most im- 
portant w@ I have discovered that is 
learning to ask the questions that is 
most important as we seek the truth. 

The major influence was spending 
a “year awayrirom & ao yo,ein a place 
that encouraged students to ask gues- 
tions, and to discover together truth, 
rather than asking to be given the 
toUCHS 

I am much less willing to ac- 
cept any ‘theology' as the right the- 
ology. I am much more concerned with 
finding out what the questions are 
before being told the answers. And, 
I am more willing to listen and learn 
from those brothers and sisters who 
are asking their questions as they 
faithivinyetollLoweat ter soruche 


(continued, Page 4) 
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13. Movement from systematic to 
practical theology, from the aca- 
demic to the aesthetic dimensions of 
Christian experience. 

Field Ed in an Episcopal Church; 
the Lilly Youth Work Research Project; 
courses with Loder, Willis, Winter; 
Singing and dancing. 

Viewing Christian Education as 
a primary task for the church today. 
I'm planning on being ordained to 
parish ministry this coming year. 


14, My theological views have 
broadened from an individualistic 
perspective to a more inclusive one. 
I've been made more socially aware 
(in the broad sense of the word). 
It's not so much that my theology 
has changed through, since I've 
beenvan Tse te samoreijunatwiem 
better able to articulate my deve- 
loping theology. 

Combination of classes and stu- 
dent dialogue - Becoming more com- 
fortable with myself and my own val- 
ues and understandings. 

I'm definitely more accepting 
of others' points of views. How- 
ever, I don't feel that I've com- 
primised myself or my values in the 
process. “Rather; i'm bettentapreiio 
express my. own convictions, however 
"liberal" or "conservative" they 
may be. 


15. My theology has been deepened 
andPenracneéd=willewaves lon sacs I 
have been continuing my struggle 
and search in faith. 

Interactions with fellow stu- 
dentswands-professorse Gar andsouveton 
the classroom situation). discussings 
major theological questions. I 
founds Dr. zMagliores’ jcoursesye The 
Doctrine of God" especially helpful 
in focusing in on key concepts and 
areassot.vexploration.: teas 

[<tindy tl enjoy reading books 
Tike. 8. = en elapse Your codin s 
Too Small" and C.S. Lewis in my 
"spare" time, seeing what others 
have .earned in’ their ?"search" in 
Lai Gly, 





16. My personal theological change 
has been made in my ‘lived theology' 


rather than on an intellectual level. 


It has occurred in my style of re- 
lating to other persons as this is 
informed by my faith. I now place 
more conscious emphasis and simply 
spend more time talking with and lis 
tening to others. I understand this 
as in important way to be aware of 
my own creaturehood in relation to 
God. 

A growing awareness of my de- 
sire to be closer to others. PTOl1, 
CPE, field ed (done in churches of 
different denomination than my own. 
has helped me become more tolerant) , 
Internship year, Bible Study time 
with a friend. 

My life is less tense, I enjoy 
study more because I spend time wit! 
people too. 


17. Although the focus.of my the- 
ology has not changed apart froma 
general deepening, my methodology 
has changed greatly. Rather than 
being an abstract, intellectual ex- 
ercise, experience plays a crucial 
role. Both my experience and the 
experience of various communites 
and peoples. 

The various liberation theolo- 
gies have introduced a way of being 
intimately engaged with history; my 
personal history and the history of 
the cosmos, while being involved in 
the theological enterprise. 

Theology has become relevant! 
I feel more: intimate connection be- 
tween classes, intellect, thinking, 
and my wholeness, the totality of 
my existence as a historical being 
(ie ...a, being witha his tornyeenoeos 
cated -in a particularcsnistorrcaltecam 
Ua Lone 


18. I have an increased awareness 
of the "oneness" of mankind (sic) 
under the One True God; the impor- 
tance of my relations with my neigh- 
bor and the tremendous source of | 
strength and joy contained in that 
inter-action. 

A summer internship at the 
Mission At The Eastward, and the 
humbling experience of living ina 
dorm for the first:time “in my life, 

I enjoy people more, and I 
seek to experience a greater diver- 


Sity of people as friends, co-worker 


SENIOR SURVEY, continued 
parishioners, etc. 


9. ee oe camicum LOerOOkeOD eC 
tively at the word of God as well as 
subjectively and how it applies to 
my life in relationship to others. 

'I came here with an individualistic 
view of God and theology. It has now 
been broaden (sic) to include others. 

It can not be pinned down to one 
iio meu oea resuly oie my so rug 
gles as a biack woman here and my 
meraditionvoL serving a just and e- 
qual God, an idea PTS tries to deny 
and refuse to understand. 

This change has opened my eyes 
to the problems that exist between 
Bnicve and black christians. 1 have 
mearned that it is.a problem that 
can not be approached with superior 
MesiTirerior- autrludes but instead 
with love and understanding and 
Jesus Christ. 



















eo . My enhanced "ecclesiology," 
nostly as a result of practical ex- 
perience in field ed. program, but 
also through contacts (mostly in- 
Bormaliy) “with international stu- 
lents and others with varying exper- 
ences and gifts. Also, my appreci- 
mci10n of sacraments and sacramental 
theology has deepened. My apprecia- 
mon of the crucial importance of 
hristian education. 

Academic work was a factor but 
probably not dominant. Most impor- 
ant has been field ed., and, second, 
nformal fellowship with students and 
Taculty. Personal spirituality re- 
Wains the one aspect of Christian 
Bowen cthatosuitfersemost at.PTs;, I 
eel, 

My appreciation of the church,- 
moevitalicy, tcs abundancesor gifts; 
ts diversity - has been humbling for. 
wen l'm anxious. now to get out into 
mo ciurch to serve Jesus Christ sain 
we-midst. I've experienced a cer- 
ain disillusionment (awakening?) to 
1e major limitations of intellec- 
gee eand ansti tutional aspects -of 
he Church. We need faith! An un- 
,Bhamed witness! Real fellowship! 

9en acceptance of others' gifts and 
waditions'! Structures are means, 


et ends, 


, 
, 


) 
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Z2i~v ~The idea or systematic theo- 
logy as basic in shaping beliefs 
and the form of worship has been 
turned upside down, Rather for me, 
worship - the personal experience 
of God in a communal setting - has 
become primary theology, that which 
both forms and expresses a people's 
belief, and upon which the secondary, 
systematic theology feeds, reflects, 
and whose liturgy systematic theo- 
Lopyaine burns tiene intormse wren, vcs 
reflectrons? 

Major influences? Experience. 
My experience of the remoteness of 
much systematic theology to the 
actual living experience of worship, 
juxtaposed to the vital Sips enone Sista 
to life of .courses in worship and 
liturgy, as well as the experience 
of my internship year where I could 
see the people's beliefs as a re- 
flection of what happened week after 
week in worship. 

In worship planning I am now 
more watchful for the message which 
is being proclaimed by a liturgy’s 
words and actions, and concerned 
to insure that a liturgy is respon- 
Sive to the reflections of secondary 
theology, aware that in liturgy, 
systematic theology must take on 
flesh andmas ve. 


22. Ihave learned how to grow in 
my theology by holding in tension 
both doubt and affirmation as I 
continually examine my Christian 
Paechy 

Thesmajorsiniivuences™in this 
change in my theology have been the 
dialogue I have attempted to main- 
tain between academic study and 
practical application and the fel- 
lowship and friendship of a few 
close peers. 

Paradox has become a necessary 
ingredient in my religious life. 
This has made me less simplistic 
intmnyetarth, Lessedorgematic tin a 
pejorative sense and more sensitive 
to the existence and struggle of 
paradox in the lives of other per- 
sons. 


23. Changes in views of social 
ethics. 
Interaction with people, 


readings. 
(continued, Page 6) 
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EDUCATIONAL HERESY 
by Gala Atkinson 


At a Wittenberg Door extrava- 
ganza several years back Tom Skinner 
reflected upon one of the repercus- 
sions of his seminary education. In 
seminary he and his friends saw 
clearly the sham of much that is 
called "church life," and committed 
themselves to being leaders marching 
on the cutting edge of change within 
the Church. That commitment, Tom 
shared, years later lay withered and 
anemic, a specter of its original 
promise. What caused such rampant 
ineffectiveness among his friends? 
What choked their vision? Skinner 
suggested that it was their failure | 
to embody the commitment in the cru- 
cible of their immediate environ- 
ment, the seminary community. Minor 
compromise on behalf of comfort and 
ecclessiastical ambition in seminary 
led to slightly less minor compromise 
in the first parish. (The process 
continued and being unfaithful ina 
little they were found to be unfaith- 
Lule neamuchs 


Basically I am an educational 
heretic. I would argue that the 
primary function of educational in- 
stitutions in general and graduate/ 
professional schools, such as PTS, 
in, particulan,) 1.Sat0gseocialdizer its 
students and that that is the way it 
should be -- for the institution is 
designed to serve society. Since 
childhood we have been taught that 
one goes to school to receive an 
education...~thesimplicationimis: that 
grad-schools and colleges are peda- 
gogical dispensaries and we are the 
dispensees. But the pedagogical 
prescription is by and large not 
education but socialization. More 
important than the ability to think 
clearly or understand deeply is the 
apprentice's ability to evidence the 
distinct trademarks of his or her 
field. Here at Princeton we must 
learn: 


1. The lingo: When was the 
last time you heard a parishioner 
use the word "Salvific"? 


2. The important issues cur- 


rently in scholastic litigation, 
How many of your congregants lie 
awake at night pondering the proper 
hermeneutic for interpreting the 
scriptures? 


3. The mythic heroes and e- 
vents in the disciplines past: Who 
among us doesn't tingle slightly at 
the mention of Karl Barth or Jean 
Calvin? 


4, Its values: Thought about 
affirming inerrancy lately? 


5. its defined objectives: 01 
questioning the legitimacy of or- 
dination qua ordination? 


6, And-its sacred and estab- 
lished methods of pursuing those 
objectives: Such as approaching 
the text with a “critical under- 
standing" or seeing that worship 
is done "decently and in order." 


It is*theseicriteria, 00 uUmedol os 
lity to comprehend opposing views 
or perceive with creative insight or 
even regurgitate course content, 
that form the decisive standards in 
our third yeas final final: _ the. 
job search. 


Given this, it is conceivable - 
that a person might successfully 
and "productively" traverse the 
higher-education obstacle course 
and never be educated. I suggest 
that passive acquiescence to the 
process of socialization without 
its counterpoint of a passionate 
commitment to being educated was 
the vine which choked the shared 
Visionuof-Tom=Skinner "si cirienda: 


In Proverbs 4:23 it is written: 
"Keep your heart with all vigilance; 
tor *from.it flow thesspriness won 
life." If we desire to guard our 
hearts and the passion of our com- 
mitment to the leadership and re- 
newal of Christ's church then it-is 
imperative that we articulate a 
clear understanding of our relation- 
ship to. this, or. any other, educa- 
tional institution. To this end,; 

I propose two broad categories for 
our thought and action. The first 
is conceptual and the second is 
practical, 

(continued, Page 9) 


; 


r 


t 


EDUCATIONAL HERESY, continued 


Conceptually, we do better to 
view this lyceum as a resource, 
and not as teacher. The burden for 
obtaining an education should be 
placedwupon us, the students, not 
on the institution. Princeton, 
like other academic establishments, 
is conducive to our goals as stu- 
dents, but it is not designed for 
us. It serves church society, not 
us. Whether.one is at Harvard, 
Moody Bible! sinstitute:, tor) Chico 
State, an education, and a good one 
ume natar Cans bes Ound *s bute ait must 
be sought in spite of and not be- 
cause of the institution. A sem- 
inary or college is a womb, able to 
incubate a pregnancy, but not con- 
ceive it. Some, of course, are more 
conducive incubators than others. 
(Geethonkisprstone offethese ji litids 
essential that we neither expect 
spoon-feeding nor adopt a passive 
attitude toward course content. 
Tacit acquiescense to the theolo- 
gical world-view, ecclessiastical 
style, and Biblical understanding 
reflected here at Princeton will 
well prepare us to enter the theo- 
bureaucracy of the church at large, 
but it will not make us educated men 
and women of God! 


Practically I would suggest 
several steps. 


1. Read literature that is 
not, assigned and “is contrary to -the 
HaGovel ine Olea 2iven Course. At 
the beginning of his courses in Tu- 
bingen Moltmann distributes to his 
students a list of books which dis- 
agree with his own perspective. He 
understands education! 


2. Bewure of consistently 
choosing only faculty who confirm 


| your own theological proclivity... 


SO ey OUs Maen bet lds 1b Ver veel Tor— 
mative. .and educational to attend 


Besummer. school at.an institution 


| 


which you know to be more conserva 
tive‘ or more liberal than PTS, 


39" Reeularly*test your "re- 
levancy quotient." Pick a key con- 
cept. from one, of your more esoteric 
classes and seek to explain its 
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meaning and significance to one of 
your parishioners during field ed, 
this Sunday. 


4, Examine the presuppositions 
of a given course or discipline. 
These sacred, though often un- 
spoken canons cover a multitude of 
Sins. shoot a few sacred cows and 
see who yells. 


SerBersure’ toscommit the Pruzt 
ofeyourllaborssvos the elory of God 
and the pursuit of truth, not mere 
prestige. The humility gained in 
affirming an unpopular opinion a- 
LISsinge OUbMOn CONV CULONed Or its 
truth is worth more than a by-line 
or sheepskin, 


One US URS ay Ore Meatbi cd ee — 
clinations in the search for know- 
ledge and wisdom in much the same 
way you-distrust your natural moti- 
Vationcean, the, seacch pio0m Chomicit— 
ljkepcharacter.s.CUGAM ING sulk GOT 


Wi lee ca Lenk olin 


(ieee raya LOreT tris» promised 
in James 1:5 that God gives wisdom 
to those who ask. 


Footnotes: 


ee CS eT Ort OLY a ali eee mA) Via! 

bore easily and quickly with bitchy 
statements that "the seminary is 
not concerned with the needs of the 
STUGeCYn LSiaet PeCOUGSCRNGnias wioUGh 
statements only betray the profound 
self-centeredness inbred into each 
Of gust 


2. The Bible Belt is always sending 
itsYstudents tolther more Tiberal 
schools in American Christendom. 
(Evidence the monotonous refrain, 

"I come out of a conservative back- 
proundies) iiethinkmwemshouldsare= 
Ciprocate. Ever thought about trans- 
ferninge.o Trinity orspallaseto «see 
how the other two-thirds lives? 


3. Start by explaining the herme- 
neutical circle. The heavy hitters 
among us will quickly move from there 
to why the canonical authority of 
the Pastorals is not affected by 
their pseudonymous nature. aa 
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AM CATS a gli DAP elont smh.) 
A Me bute to Walter Wnorkote 


by Shelly Stackhouse 


An era in television news ended 
Friday, March 6, 1981, when Walter 
Cronkite intoned these words for 
the last time. Every weekday eve- 
ning for nineteen years, the "most 
trusted man in America" brought 
the stories of the nation and the 
world to his loyal viewers. In 
his reporting, every story received 

e dignity it deserved: from his 
snide smile at the story on Chinese 
chickens to his tears as he announced 
the death of John Kennedy. 


WY ols five ula aunee rad) ca homond 
the fundamentalists, the Democrats 
and the Republicans, the young and 
the old, the naive and the cynical 
seemed to find a common respect and 
interest in Cronkite's reporting? 
Anyone who came to the basement of 
Alexander Hall weekdays at 6:30 p.m, 
would have been amazed at the vari- 
Cy Ole SLUUeNUS. SUraiming = LO.Ccatch 
Walter's every word. The group 
even «went SO"=.tar.as CO.,wil te -aenan 
letter. They received a personally 
signed letter and an 6x10" slossy 
POL ale) 6 PhO bom me Wile ume a Cleon 
SUCH wuInvere st eit: "this sens ted, 
grandfatherly figure? | 


Walter gave hope to the skeptics 
of our generation. In the midst of 
the depressing debacle of the Viet- 
nam War, he did not give up on this 
country or on the world. Maybe we 
needed to hear that; maybe we still 
do. If someone who has seen as much 
foolishnessmingthis scountryseas 
Wailer has scants tele ¢o5 cathe good, 
maybe there really.is a reason to 
believe we won't destroy‘or be des- 
TOV | “It Orly LO sore. 20) mat 
that hope, this fan will miss and 
remember Walter as an intelligent, 
honest reporter, as a warm and 
caring gentleman. TH 


DR. ISSAC: STRANGER IN OUR 
MIDST 


by Kim Ann Macdonald 


Few people seem to know that 
Dr. Ephraim Isaac is even at 
P,T.S. Fewer still know much 
about him. I am attending the 
only course he is currently 
offering ("An Introduction to 
African Religions and Thought"), 
and I have been so impressed by 
both the course and Dr. Isaac 
that I did some research so that 
I could introduce him to you. 


Dr. Isaac's interests and 
studies generally lie in Semitic 
religions and languages, Tal- 
mudic literature, and medieval 
church history. His knowledge 


‘of over fifteen languages, in- 


cluding Egyptian (heiroglyphics), 
Ethiopic (Ge’ez), Swahili, and 
other African dialects, serves 
these interests well. 


He received his Ph.D. from 
Harvard University in 1969, 
The work he did .for -his disser- 
tation is reflected ins his book, 
A New Text-Critical Introduction 
to Mashafa Berhadn (Leiden: E.J. 
Brill,*1973) ." sAnother@pookwon 
interest. 1s his? introductionsso 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, 


Last year, as a fellow, ,Dr% 
Isaac gave the Albert Einstein 
Lecture at the Institute for 
Advanced Study here in Princeton. 
He received a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Human- 
ities to translate and catalogue 
the ancient Ethiopic manuscripts 
in the Princeton Collection-- 
work which was recently published 
by the University Press. At the 
request of his compatriot ‘Haile 
Selassie, he has served as Na- 
tional Director of the Literacy 
Campaign in Ethiopla,*=He has 
taught at the University of 
Haifa, Israel, and the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. He 
has also served at Harvard Uni- 
versity as Associate Professor 
of Afro-American Studies (1971- 
1977). & 








PNEUMATOS 


by Laurie Kraus Starzer 


bearing aloft the cries of the dying, 
the hot wind sweeps ; 
BReoUen Ne Gut y: 
stirs 
the holy place (now nevermore holy 
nor defiled, 
ibcindins 


the ragged edge of royal purple 


for now no more alone) 


1 istelates Wig ec yange mop ay ek 
Penn sSealtseT thetshutters 
here, where no wind enters 
oo tC sia tsebhe arr 
DBiee VOCS. OT SOrrOWseLLLOCaLved SOULS 


ppslarrsr 


sper-cool cave air 
ets the day 
morning breeze mingles 
6 the useless stone door 
enters in, 
tehromuen , 
Sings forth-- 
he lives. 
CONTRIBUTORS 








| Twenty-nine seniors. These 
|} are the survivors--like Karen Ann 
uinian, 

steve Booth is attending semi- 
Baayen schiolarship trom ithe National 
sifie Association: 

Mark David Atkinson--"Gala" 
mor galactopoesis. 

“Cosmicl!+ Shellyistackhousesserves 
es, president’ of--thesP.7T.S, Walter.Cron- 
Kite Fan Club. 


Kim Macdonald plays the bagpipes 
and does Scottish country dancing. 


Boechont 
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LETTER TO THE SEMINARY 

To administrate a seminary of 
this size requires an inordinate 
amount of juggling, especially 
when events such as special lec- 
tures are scheduled. We concede 
CGhatvean tiiom pl OCescemi stakes can 
easily happen. This was the case 
on Monday, March 9, when Professor 
Torrance's lecture overlapped with 
Professor Nichols'«preaching prac- 
ticum in the Chapel. We are not 
troubled by the scheduling con- 
flict as much as we are with the 
attitude of those who saw the lec- 
ture as far more significant than 
the last twenty minutes of a class. 
Those who ungraciously cut the 
class short by storming in before 
the final sermon critique was over 
obviously had no feeling for what 
was taking place at the time. 
Preaching sorachlcumeis. 4 risorous 
experience which involves deep 
feelings and hard work. It no 
doubt affects the way a person 
views himself or herself in the 
pulpit throughout years of minis- 
try. We are greatly disappointed, 
bUuteNO Ge vOOsesUrprised, at the in- 
different and callous way in which 
we were informed that the class 
must end immediately to make room 
for the lecture, It seems as 
though ai apology isin order to 
the class and especially to the 
student who was being critiqued at 
the time. Perhaps, thougn, the 
most we can ask is some attempt 
on the part of those who schedule 
events to avoid this kind of mix- 
up. in thesfuture. 


Signed, 
parbara: Ke oherer 


ADCO Veo. om cn hal 
a i en Sager RD Se ll 


Laurie Starzer, a middler, is 
Oneshot e tyemspro liferation of 
Wheaton grads, 

_ Barb Sherer and Tony Smith 
find fellowship locally with 
dragons and dungeonmasters. rY] 
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FOR ANNIE KINKEAD 


Recently Professor Thomas F. 
Torrance delivered six Annie Kinkead 
Warfield lectures on the Nicene 
Creed. These lectures are an oc- 
casion for Reformed theologians to 
develop issues which are of funda- 
mental importance for the comtempor- 
ary interpretation of the Scriptures 
and the historical texts of the tra- 
dition, Torrance's lectures were 
striking in one sense for their 
failure to acknowledge the presence 
of women in the church and the prob- 
lem which the sexism of the Chris- 
manstraditionsraises for, biblical, 





This was evident in 
the following ways: 


17> The-failure to consider 

the impact and implications of the 
nale imagery of the tradition, in 
particular the imagery of Father- 
Son. (Are there "imageless images"? 
Images are neither contentless nor 
contextless. Responsible alterna- 
tives to the imagery of fatherhood 
need not deny the personhood of God. 
Since in fact this imagery is wide- 
ly discussed by people as diverse 

as Mary Daly, John Cobb, Heije Faber, 
and Paul Ricoeur, the question of 
the meaning and adequacy of these 
symbols can no longer be ignored. ) 






2.°° The consistent use-of non- 
inclusive language in inappropriate 
and unnecessary ways: "for us men 
and our salvation"; "God became ma: man"; 
'God took the form of man"; and the 
wehurch for all men.” 


3. The presentatiqn of women 
nN very marginal and stereotypical 





AC Rene s 1981 





oo 7 
“EOL ogea see’ 


WAYSijaleS us. aS.."knotters of thread, " 


These matters should not be tri- 
vialized or otherwise ignored, The 
issue of women in the seminary, the 
church, and the Christian tradition 
is only one aspect of the larger 
issue of the injustice to and mar- 
ginalization of many people within 
the Christian faith. Also, the ex- 
lusion, marginalizing, and stereo- 
typing of women is a problem in 
hich PIS's community shares daily. 


Why not a woman Warfield lec- 
turer? or a black Warfield lecturer? 
or a Third World Warfield lecturer? 
or a person who, agreeing or not, is 
sensitive to the cries, the strug- 
gles, and the scholarship of peopvis 
unlike herself or himself? 


Howslong;= 0 bord 2 


THE KNOTTERS OF THREAD 
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FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF MARTYRS 
by Dr Riehardtshauuk 


On March 24, 1981, a ser- 
vice was held in Miller Chapel 
in the memory of Archbishop Os- 
'Car Romero under the auspices of 

‘the Committee of Concern for El 
Salvador, which has recently been 
formed at PTS. The occasion was 
the first anniversary of his as- 
Sasination by the Salvadorian 
Security Forces while he was 
serving Mass. One of the main 
Speakers at this occasion was 
Deer chard hau lifeebromessorm om 
Ecumenics, emeritus at PIS. Dr. 
Shaull has had a long time rela- 
tionship with Latin America 
where he served as a missionary 
for fifteen years. Following is 
the text of his homily delivered 
at the memorial service. 


Sexist 
[Salah 55:10-13 
Luke 19:37-40 


The two texts that we have 
heard speak of a word that goes 
forth in power to accomplish its 
purpose. A witness so compelling 
menses 
lent, the very stones would cry 
out. Such is the power of the 
witness of martyrs. But of what 
does this witness of Archibishop 
ROMe roe CONS sie tOrelcmLocaye: 


As I have read the story of 
his life and examined his words, 
one thing stands out above all 
else. When he became Archbishop, 
he found that many of his priests 
and laypersons had taken the 
cause of the poor upon them- 
selves, When they did this, many 
were harassed and threatened; 
Some were killed. When Arch- 
bishop Romero came to their Ssup- 
port, he too identified himself 
with the poor, and in so doing, 
he not only took up their de- 
fence, he also came to look at 
what was happening in his coun- 
try from their perspective, As 
I see it, the witness of his mar- 
tyrdom is a call for us to do the 
Same, 


if the multitudes were: ci 


maltreated, the powerless, 


tions: 


Just a few weeks ago, I was 
looking for a certain passage in 
Bonhoeffer's Letters and Papers 
from Prison. I was using the 
latest, enlarged edition when I 
stumbled upon 2 paragraph that: 
has been added to the end of his 
essay, "Atter Ten Years i Sie 
reads, "There remains an exper- 
ience of incomparable value. We 


have for once learnt to see the 


great events of world history 
from below, from the perspective 
Of the outeast, whe eeisetere 
the 
oppressed, the reviled--in short, 
from the perspective of those who 
Urata 


To look at the great events 


_Of world history from below, 


from the perspective of the poor, 
calle forsna radical shit ce seo. 


‘way of looking at things from 


our present position in this so- 
CLELY, .bnat. probably irl epaba bom 
fully the nature of martyrs to 
get through history. 


From above, new historical 
developments, especially popu- 
lar movements, are seen as 
threats to be contained at any 
cast. Thus the USA *can#suppoerse 
blood-thirsty military leaders, | 
who kill thousands of defence- 
less men, women, and children in 
El Salvador. From below, the 
cry of ionexchild dying of hunger 
in El; Salivvadonporm thesdespaisst ag 
one young black person in North 
Philadelphia who cannot find a 
jobAcompéelswusstomfacer alsasthe 
risks yo fichanger 


From above, our loss of con- 
trol, any decline in our power 
Over others, or any diminuation 
of our wealth, leads us to cyni- 
Cism, loss Of nope, sandeeatet mee 
to desperate acts. From below, 
all these crises mean a new o- 
pening for a better life, they 
provide the occasion for the ar- 
ticulation of new visions of a 
more just and human society. 





From above, the future is 
seen in terms of only two op- | ( 
the preservation of what- it 


(Continued, Page 3) 


MARTYRS, continued 


ever status quo we enjoy, which 
is good; and the victory of any- 
thing that threatens it, which 
is evil. From, below, an open 
future offers space for a wide 
variety of options which trans- 
cend the poor limits of what we 
have as well as what negates it. 
As one young woman said to me 
recently, "Everytime I risk 
breaking out of the limits im- 
posed on me as well as those I 
impose on myself, I am surprised 
by the unexpected. It is com- 
pletely unexpected because I did 
not know it existed," 


Ever since I went to. Latin 
America forty years ago, I have 
been confronted, time and again, 
by the poor and powerless who 
have called my existence into 
question; the poverty stricken 
who exposed my affluence; Third 
World peoples who were victims - 
of American power and exploita- 
tion; students decimated by the 
BOWersO1 SCkeroule, Instltucions, 
etc. And early on, I made a 
discovery that has been confirmed 


again and again: they have given 


me life. Among those who suffer, 


and in their suffering yearn and . 


struggle for a better day, I 
haves Oundea vitality, ea ery cl 
ness and depth of experience, 
and-a capacity to enjoy life and 
relationships which I have not 


found in the cirices of privilege 


and power in which I have moved. 


A Central American priest, 
who once worked with Archbishop 
ROMerCeti Lh) cal vado tr. ONnCem Sard 
to me, "The struggle between 
those who have and those who have 
not is a struggle between those 
forces moving toward death and 
those moving toward life." 


In the last few weeks, as I 
have looked in dismay at what is 
happening in Washington, the 
truth of these words has sudden- 
ly hit me. Which suggests to me 
that the difference between the 


SUGUSE Les Net ova OF race eee 


coming struggle in this country 
is only a matter of degree. 
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PORmaAuNee Li rs tel imes nee ne 
lifetime of most of us, we can 
no longer believe that the con- 
tinuations»and expansion of: our 
present system will gradually 
meet the basic needs of all ci- 
tizens and move toward greater 
equality and social justice. 
Rather, what will become in- 
creasingly clear, I believe, is 
the possibility that a relative- 
ly .-snall elite sis out tordo-e- 
verything it can to preserve its 
position of wealth and power, 
even though that means abandoning 
the poor and gradual impoverish- 
ing sectors of the middle class. 
Even though it requires increas- 
ing repression. 


Whether we decide to look 
at the events of our history 
from below or from above in our 
present situation will be the 
test of our Christian obedience, 


If the death of Archbishop 
Romero helps us to face that de- 


. Cision early on, his death-witl 


NOLeAaVeRDecneain- Vain 


And, if we refuse to remem- 
ber his cause, perhaps the very 
stones will cry out. 


(Edited and prepared by Donald 
Boonprasat-Lewis, Douglass Sul- 
ivan eandecnarnhessAmjpad-Alu, ) 


THIS WEEK'S CONTEST 


1) Name the genuinely romantic 
spots on campus, 
2) Say why this is important. 
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"CATCHING COLD IS NO FUN" 


by Lester J. Ruiz, for the In- 
ternational Students Association 
at Princeton Theological Seminary 


Unfortunately, when the U- 
nited States sneezes the rest of 
the world catches cold, 


This puts in proper per- 
spective the global significance 
of the Black Studies Proposal 
tor which *the Association or 
Black Seminarians, most of the 
Seminary faculty, and concerned 
students have been fighting. 

The proposal has a global dimen- 
Sion. There is no doubt about 
AG 


This global dimension be- 
comes more sharply defined when 
we examine its negation, i.e., 
the parochialism of the educa- 
tional structures here at Prince- 
On, S rutectirerently el thank 
it is not altogether inaccurate 
to characterize the educational 
structures of Princeton Theolo- 
gical Seminary as tribalistic, 
Here, let me distinguish between 
“trebal* Vander tripal 1st cael 
ame turibaim 'ileliove myatripe- 

Bus tivam notatrebalrctien=, ede 
not believe that my tribe is the 
OnlyetrvVbpetoneuness planac. 


Most of us who are schooled 
Within che indivadualiastic= 
Dletistics@thos that nas chace 
acterized much of American think- 
ing, tend to see most things 
from an entitative perspective 
(others prefer the term "mecha- 
Nastioeys. Tiuceestiitc Trials 
tic character of the educational 
structures ‘1s seen in terms of 
"isolated cases" and are dealt 
with on a case-to-case basis. 
Most of us do not see the struc- 
tural character of parochialism 
(dare I use the term "institu- 
tionalized racism"?). It is not 
Surprising, then, that our pro- 
posals take on a piecemeal, case- 
to-case character which do not 
Sycae at WNe rooce of the prop 

em, 


Yet, for a long’ time now 
(too long, I daresay) there has 
been a proposal that begins to 
seriously challenge our tribal- 
ism and offers some way into a 


more open, more comprehensive 


educational structure, The 
Black Studies Proposal, in the 
understanding of most--if not 
all--International students, 
strikes at the very heart of the 
tribalisitic character ?or the mic— 
ademic structures here at Prince- 
ton. By its very nature the 
Black Studies Proposal by rais- 
ing to consciousness in an in- 
stituional way the existence and 
contribution of a huge segment 
ofthe human tamvry, Ct rcra ac 
possibility (perhaps the only 
possibility) within these aca- 
demic structures, of breaking 
OutOL OUr Uri balism andy comings 
closer to the stated goals of 
this Seminary, namely, to train 
persons to be mature, sensitive, 
and socially-aware Christian 
ministers, 


Many people believing in 
this proposal have patiently 


worked for it, and now share the 


disappointment because of the 
seeming immutability of the 
"principalities and powers of 
thissworld ss [nis 1s) Lped) econ 
mitment to the issues that con- 
front the Church universal of 
which all Of US "cla lin vos lemme 
part. .These issues include o- 
penness to the future (some of us 
call. this, "attirming the reality 
and possibility of the resurrec- 
qrakeye un We aha lelqriaise dopaterevelsyaubave” <on” 
the horizon of what oikoumene 
means (doesn't oikoumene mean 
"the whole inhabited world"?). 


Unfortunately, when the U- 
nited States sneezes the rest of 
the world catches cold. Most 
International students who come 
to this Seminary are not here 
Simply to "acquire" an education. 
Many of us who come to Princeton | 
belileve,.rightiy, or. Wrong y s. bina 
education is achieved only 


(Continued, Page 5)’ 


CATCHING COLD, continued 


Giroughiea Mutual; wolaLomT Cal, 
comprehensive, and pluralistic 
way. We believe that part of 
what this means is what the spir- 
J itceoLe une. Blacks uucnes —roposaL 
Loepaboun, 


Therefore, the issues that 
confront our sisters and brothers 
Moe nr Sueero also our concern 
because these issues involve the 
question of justice and its ex- 
Drescvone ities Plural lobic.. 0 pen— 
ended. aioOl-trl ballistic curricu— 
lum and Seminary life. We, in 
the International Students Asso- 
Clation, believe that the Black 
Studies Proposal is essential, 
Sit IeiVe wpe glioh AMOeI Ae BRrun@leeak. sepe 
PiemeducatlOoneand Uraining. O01 
ministers who claim that the 
Christian mandate is global and 
inclusive. The proposal--and 
its implementation--is, for us, 
a step towards the opening up of 
the educational structures (some 
' of us prefer the phrase "human- 
izing the educational struc- 
BUGLE Sw) awhachewouLgdeenable ll 
. those connected with this insti- 
tution).to *begin to.open up their 
' own limited, tribalistic under- 
standing of the Christian faith, 
which forzsas long. as history can 
remember, has always claimed for 
fusclteaeuniversal Sieniiicance 
even though it is from and with- 
grerae Dai CUl drs COMLe.co, 


Me ier Neem THelere cexbhe ae shebarel 
goes beyond our own tribes, if 
we believe we are global citi- 
zens just as much as we are tri- 
bal, then, we have to support 
Tiempo racks slid? ese eno poca le sAnad 
NOt USteCUDDOMasuui,sbUL active— 
Dy vel an Gl ye Unt ring) yeeend 
prayert ul paWorks fOr ils DppLo— 
val, passage, and implementa- 
OT ee eke Se One Ollisy sUat ba. 
CUnreCnin Stan Witness seule Ss 
SSscm nial vOvOur sun. yal. 


Unfortunately, when Prince- 
ton Seminary sneezes the rest of 
the world catches cold, mH 
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BEYOND THE BLACK STUDIES PRO- 
POSAL 


by Kathleen R. Willms 


Recently, a large amount of 
time and concern have been de- 
voted to the issue of the status 
of the Black Studies proposal 
herevaty PTS. I would like to 
Share some of my thoughts about 
this, and invite you to do some 
honest reflection about where 
GSC .0ner OF MicieGibanGses iti war Inco n 
This . le GOund ehO bec Choi useage 
Ciclo net nea hast pessue tod averewe 
point very valuable, in terms of 
delineating his hopes and visions 
about taking positive steps with 
regards to the proposal, 


would ff ikesspo.-d2ecussesome 


‘feelings that have been on my 


mind and see how and if they re- 
sonate with those of others at 
Princeton. To begin with, the 
furor being raised over the 
Black Studies proposal was one 
which I found myself caught up 
in, precisely because of the im- 
passioned nature of the pleas 
of the supporters. I read over 
Dr, McCord's response several 
months ago, without carefully 
weighing what he was saying, 
much as I did not take the time 
to carefully weigh what the sup- 
DOrLerseO pe chemo LaCka oO Tes 
proposal were’ saying, 7To me, it 
seemed only natural to support 
them pro Siam wae suet COM GO, une 
pattern I had developed over the 
past few years here. What this 
pattern meant was that when an 
LSSue Canes Osc... ee nad COO 
was plug in my headset to tell 
whether or not a white liberal 
WOULD ISU DDOrG, It. eee tawaseaiie t 
ASMEAS VeCOMOGO stl Geacrelce ceaenc 


‘to be for other people here to 


Suppor teruhrem Falwellowet didn't 
realize that I was doing a poor 
job of thinking about what I was 
supporting until I found myself 
having some problems with march- 
ing along to the beat of the 
drummers that called for support 
of the proposal. What I have 
experienced here (among white 
students) is an "all or nothing" 
mentality, which in effect says 


(Vs Nine pens te Oe eA eee | Da rn (EON 
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Learn the difference between 


making a statement and effecting © 


change. They are not mutually 
exclusive, but they can be. 
Change comes slowly for most and 
facilitating it requires trust 
‘and patience. Raising an issue 
may not change anything. 


The transvtionswell occur 
for *most.of Vyvouinvfits¥and 
starts. All of us who have made 
it from student to pastor have 
had successes and failures. You 
probably wil sro Oem BUG yOUare 
not alone. The cloud of wit- 
nesses, past and present, and 
God, who called you, are with you 
ingyour efiLormise meso svarvertene 
now being ministers to one a- 
nother “and/enhancing-1fe nere. 
Then gomforth to. 1o0ve rand serve 
the Lord and his people. 


God bless. 7) 


GUATEMALA , HOSPITALITY, AND THE 
GREAT COMMISSION 


by Gala Atkinson 


(Note: These thoughts were ex- 
pressed in a presentation to the 
Cross-Cultural Mission Group on 
February 19. The editors have 
tried to help his spelling.) 


Lads beeneridinget oreabous 
two hours and was now about 
9,000 feet above sea level. 
Longing for distraction from my 
saddle sores I began to contem- 
plate the mozo (hired laborer) 
in front»of me.” He was carrying 
my gear up the mountain on his 
backs “Winiatveis, Wihadwassumecdsic 
wastaiimozo, »but “then [realized . 


How does one compress five 
weeks of thoughts, fears, tastes, 
emotions, earthquakes, music, 
Sickness, hospitality, prayer, 
three-hour worship services and. 
unbelievable bus adventures into 
a fewsshort ‘paragraphs of “ink; 
fiber, and poor spelling? One 
can't, SOMLtworvin Instead I 
will paint the background in 


broad sweeping brush strokes, 
and detail just one incident 
which I hope will reveal the 
shape, color, and contour of the 
people of Guatemala and why I 
hope that God will allow me the 
privilege one day of ministering 
fie his church Ouvsi de, O1sNOca Gl 
America. 


Thirty-five college stu- 
dents, myself, and several other 
Inter-Varsity staff workers were 


together in Guatemala to grasp 


with greater clarity and con- 
viction the work of the Kingdom 
worldwide and to petition the 
Lord for further instruction re- 
garding our respective places in 
his service,. After five days, of 
orientation in Guatemala City we 
went in pairs to live, work, and 
worship with host missionaries. 
Two weeks later we returned to 
Guatemala City,., this time, TOs ea. 
live for nine days with Guate- 
malan Christian families and to 
serve their churches. Our last 
five days were spent together at 


_a Christian camp examing the a- 


cademic, theological, and social 
issues we had encountered. 


In the province of Quiché, 
the town of Zacualpa, I worked 
Wiutnelome Hays, 2 mics 1lonanveot 
the Primitive Methodist Church. 
My Spanish being poor, my as- 
Sistance consisted primarily of 
moral support and manual labor: 


Guatemala is a mountainous 
country. ‘Our, destination, that 
morning, as [pondered the. — 
dentaty Ol) the matali, romeo L 
me, was the tiny Indian village 
of Pakok, one of five churches 
Tom served. Pakok was a half- 
day's burro ride away, straight 
up a mountain. (And we had al- 
neady, started at. “7,000 tel) 


we Lee Maley Yigg OTu eee 
was not a mozo. He had not been 
hired. He was a member of the 
church at Pakok. That morning 
at approximately 3:00 A.M. he and 
his friend had left their homes 
to hike down the mountain to meet 
us. He was now carrying my bag 


(Continued, Page 10) 








ON APPROACHING THE SCRIPTURES 
DY Dire ATOM D DUDS 


(Note: Viewpoint is running 
easeniressotd invwiitedtarticlves an= 
Tendeditovispotli chteprionitnes: a 
andeceuts Calmmeedce ofmtiiey semi ~— 
Narvyaciidtspne sohnuncheee Das. Duibats 
essay and Rev, Rudiselle's, fol- 
lowing, are the second and third 
ingithiss series: 


inereditorsfhaskedu Dr: ADuba 
to respond to the following ques- 
tion: Which single-passage of 
Scripture would you recommend as 
a concepiualPormrdevot ionalséoune 
date Ona orsiCaeethe=s maintenance of 
apccMinanwanws spi valmvitala ty, 
and (b) the integration of a semi 
Hatroat cashed taswarth fothereexnpert = 
ences? 

Dre uba tise Director tore the 
Chapel, Director of Admissions, 
and Lecturer in Liturgics. ) 


iq? Gurl aXemlababteniaresmrnk chet? sive tam ae) elaigs) 
article from the editors of View- 
pOIMb i sald that svhey ~nope: tO 
elicit help for Princeton Semi- 
nary students in seeing "the re- 
levance of. the scriptures, to 
their experiences here," and sug- 
‘gested that I choose one passage 
of Scripture which would provide 
a conceptual or devotional foun- 
Ga COLO. Give GUCSI te See Le hon 





HLVLOC atc. ie. em OU Leet Cy tebe Ln — 
possible to do. The answer, I 
Peel ase eS! lt abNe Whole, Of .CeL p= 
TUre mec hr s.tlancua bes a speo ple 
who live under the Word, people 
in whom the Word of Christ dwells 
bichtevegnot tTrasmentarily. 


Butetndo want "tosshare “two 
conceptual structures which I 
find helpful in my own approach 
to Scripture. I am convinced 
thateChrest «comes: torus Sint scrisyp= 
ture and, that the Scriptures 
themselves are a means of grace 
by which we share in the power of 
Christ and in the mystery of the 
kingdom of death-resurrection, 
Pnieyearesthne power Of Gocmto cals 
vation, 


Page 7 


How does that square with 
what we do here? Consider this 
Dirste conceptuaie evruciires 


meet re mista qesenod. kay higved 
with raw mystery, without intel- 


lectual processing. 


Pee en rr ypered. TOK DUG 
everything under rational, in- 


tellectual scrutiny. 


3. “Mature folk: (come of 
age) go beyond the intellectual, 
are able to "suspend" the cogni- 
tive and live with the full power 
of the mystery. 


Sometimes there is a dead- 
end aberration which intervenes 
between steps sande. 9h callrie 
the Sophisticated. Some sophis- 
ticated Cretated to. “sophistry! 
and "sophomoric") folk get side- 
tracked into absolutizing the 
cognitive, and denying that we 
have to do with mystery or trans- 
cendent power. 


The second conceptual struc- 
ture relates the formative and 
TntoOmMat Les tuUnCy Onc OL SCLUp— 
tUre ean oC DLUree Ss CUO wee Ale seil— 
lightment and post-Enlightenment 
folk, we must be informed about 
SCLMDLUDS uel osu ie tc ae lepeODL Cr 
we must be formed by scripture. 


I am impressed by the work 
OreAdriam VOnkKaam. aid une seve! — 
ODMeYc, Of scien os Gl utioc ia Ole fO C— 
Mativescopl ous) Leys. Duquesne 
Unive roy eee ome Stl Utes Co — 
VeVOCCGMI were ie yore aol rn 
Ltualoirectors Wien tie. hO— 
MangCet NOM Causa FLOM a Lays 
Trea teow ress —Olmocr.! DLL, a ola 
phasizing the need to master the 
is Squniepaii¥eiie avenge KG gialiSinele Wau lie rsh URmAN erin re, 
erary and critical) apout, tne 
Seri pDuUrciebUtene COncUrs With 
Carlisle that this alone would 
be like providing a pair of 
spectacles behind which there are 
no eyes. The next step is of ul- 
timate importance: letting the 
Crm ptunesm.arm -VOU wel insorma— 
tion and Formation must go to- 
gether. Either without the other 
issinsuirficient, 


(Continued, Page 8) 
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Some folk still arrive at 
seminary (as I fear, I did) 
frightened at the possibility of 
leaving the security of primitive 
Simplicity. Some feel threatened 
by critical approaches to Scrip- 
ture study, not seeing that such 
study does not discredit or deny, 
but can enhance the power of the 
Word. Unfortunately, some get 
sucked into a power-denying ster- 
ile sophisticated intellectual- 
ism where faith languishes.. But 
thank God, many permit themselves 
to be informed by and about the 
Word, and to be formed by the 
Word. They are able to frame 
closely reasoned treatises, but 
treatises that end with doxolo- 
gies which affirm that God's 
ways are past finding out and 
that God does exceedingly abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or 
Are wl ge 


Mis Ofters us incredible 
freedom, Take, for example, the 
Massah-Meribah episode. Exodus 
17 tells us that the people are 
on center stage, needing sweet 
water to drink. Moses simply 
did as he was commanded, Num- 
bers 20 puts Moses at. the center. 
Commanded to speak to the rock, 
he angrily struck the rock twice. 
Psalm 106:32 intimates that while 
the water was made sweet, Moses' 
Spirit was-=made bitter. Jesaim 
78:56, Psalm 81:7, and Deutero- 
nomy 6:16 provide other inter- 
pretations. And Paul, quite a- 
ware of this variety of interpre- 
tations, did alleoretiem ones ber— 
ter, and chose a hermeneutic 
which said that the rock (Rock, 
Roy )* was. Christ. | . ep ubemore nr neaw 
it) followed thema(iecors 1oOTdye 
Il*would call that avimature and 
most evocative transcending of 
tie baste sexca. 


And of course, Jesus' re- 
ference to Dent oc ceandetoetirs 


whole episode on the occasion of . 


his temptation (Matthew 4:7) 
should.oaisestoroun mindnthts 
whole constellation of hermeneu- 
tics, and “oper these crmpruresio 
Speak wo wis: arics Lo. tom usin 
exciting ways indeed. 


I close with four admoni- 
tions to seminarians, two posil- 
tive and two negative: 


1. Be informed about the 
Bible; “Do the hard) critical 
work. Probe the text. Evaluate 
the theories. 


2, Be formed by the Bible. 
Let its language, its metaphor, 
its spirit permeate your life. 
But most important, let the Lord - 
to whom Scripture witnesses, 
deal with you constantly. 


3. Battle the desire innate 
in most of us to remain where we 
firstebecan;. ineprinitiv embistess 


4, Battle the tendancy to 
a sophisticated, sophomoric, 1- 
dolatrous intellectualism. Cy] 





ON LEAVING SEMINARY 


by The Reverend Suzanne Rudi- 
selle 


(Note: The editors of Viewpoint 
asked Rev. Rudiselle to address 
The following two questions: 

I. What are the major personal 
tasks involved in adjusting to 
being out of seminary? 

II. What are some guidelines 
for graduates making the tran- 
sition from being a seminarian 
to being a professional minister? 

Rev. Rudiselle is Associate 
Director of Professional Studies.) 


My overwhelming reaction to 
the questions is one of concern 
that the personal tasks neces- 
sary for professional ministry 
are not being begun now, or even’ 
before, Why is there such di- 
chotomy between what we are as 
students and what we are as min- 
isters? Are we not the same 
people ministering in a different 
setting? Or is that the problen? 
Too often the "I'm not a minis-— 
ter until I leave" attitude pre- 
valls. 


(Continued, Page 9) 





upmathemmountasnmonehis back, 
while I rode. The distraction 
of my saddle sores quickly fled 
as I humbly pondered the depth 
of that man's generosity. Twen- 
ty-two baptisms, twelve mar- 
riages, a communion service and 
a prayer meeting later, I pon- 
dered further as I was served a 
stew made with meat brought up 
the mountain specifically for us. 
The following morning our exit 
was delayed by a parishioner in- 
Sistent that he be allowed to 
Serve sus 'coitree “and srolis 2 “He 
had po ushinetnenro bls awith mus: “in 
mind, from a billage several 
miles away. 


ifalfowrtne twin ocr OL 
COS beranceer eles te ONnchisp sLOmice ir 
my philanthropic impulses. The 
closer the friendship or nearer 
the family tie, the more gener- 
OSes 2 era OUrL CUlbUre. vais 
isa struism. At Christmas. time 
the first question asked by a 
salesperson is: "How much do 
you wish to spend?" Having al- 
ready made the calculations, we 
Geplv, 1 andssoncstaplLish the pa- 
RANCLeGSHEOTeOUCEs C1 VINe ues DULL 
Themindiansanead Otemny burtTOunad 
nNopemMetencauntil thacamornang, 
Whatethen+smotivated his: gener- 
Osityeumrorvhimethesdecisive 
value was not who I was qua Gala 
Atkinson, nor the implied value 
OGROUGE NTO Latwonsht.D wees. Le 
MOteValLaOneWacm ulate asec. 
brothers nachras., alade.come., LO 
Ministerpun has name, eJeam.not 
a generous person, but my 
friends graciousness, thavt.morn-— 
ing has motivated me to estab- 
lish new, more Christ-like stan- 
dardcud OraMVs2enerosuly, wt leave 


BastedeOtemtheurieness Jesus. Christ, 


OtLensas LO USseWwhyesnoule mig be 


stingy with the rags and pennies 


tie NTO Weskh? 


iebeldweve- that Jvecicachrict 
Jsythe one and the only hopelfior 
Gitcmdect ituwe WOt. dene Dene 
long run no Buddhas, Mohammeds, 
Ome siivas: WiteledOm geelealiee LSO 
eonvanceduthatwwenasscnristiants 
are commanded by Jesus to "go... 
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and make disciples, of,ailiena- 
tions..." We began with Jerusa- 
lem 2,000 years ago and are 
called to continue to press the 
boundamiesstodayetActs SENS). 6 1 
have also realized through the 
actions of my friend in Pakok 
that there is more than imperial- 
ism hidden in Jesus' words. I 
am more whole, more human, be- 
cause on) thatmburrowride, GlAs 
withwal) #ofeountLords s t¢commands’, 
the by-product of obedience is 
greater Christ-likeness and more 
complete humanity. Our Lord's 
intent is not cultural imperial- 
ism or positional-distance pro- 
clamation but that we live and 
work and worship with those who 
do not yet know him, We have a 
message wielding great authority, 
ic OGRChGISiae scRindeed@Lordys bus 
we also have a lot to learn from 


‘thosetwho callshim-Lord in a 


tongue different from our own. WZ 





‘Viewpoint is published by the 
eel teurel ne ae Se he aS a 


hicle for creative expression and 
for discussion of issues facing 
the Seminary and the church. The 
opinions in Viewpoint are those 
Of the contraputors and not -ne- 
cessarily those of the Seminary 
Or the Cul vOrier sc tain. 
ContrLoUulOme O21 —eSsays, DoO- 
eurieniay J (Sanepanlorsiyalceele Srapnicsr are 
welcome and will be carefully 
considered. All contributions 
must be signed; names may be 
‘withheld upon request. Leave 
contributions and letters (keep 
a copy for yourself) for the 
Viewpoint mailbox at the switch- 
board in the Administration 
fete lal aly een aval 


CORINTHIANS AMONG US 


Woulduthatothe threats to our 
decency and our order came by the 
sovereignty of the Spirit rather than 
the anarchy of the flesh. 


THE PASCHAL VIGIL 
by Robert Dewey 


Vivid images cause us to remem- 
ber. The Paschal Vigil, celebrated 
the night before Easter, calls forth. 
the events of salvation not just as 
recall but as encounter with our 
Lord JesustChrist, Qa"Come pilet sus 
worship and bow down to Christ. 0 
Son of God, who did rise from the 
dead, save us who sing to thee. 
Alded Wiha, SarAdtelui aves ran] elanma® 
Gloryetol thes , -OF honda 


The Seminary remembers the utter 
despair of the cross and the miracu- 
lous joy of the resurrection in the 
Paschal Vigil. Saturday night's ser- 
vice draws vivid images from the his- 
tory of God's saving acts among hu- 
mankind. We see the beauty of Cre- 
ation, but kane cast toute ofmthnersGarden 
as transgressors. We escape the wrath 
of the Egyptians, but are given to 
wandering in the desert. We reach 
the land of milk and honey, but are 
driven from our homes by invading 
nations. We are given a great 


risen sndecd. ¢ 


teacher, ‘but we ‘kerr ehin = hts 
teacher, tnouen, 1S Our redeener, 
Now we know that. Now the stone 
sealing the tomb has been drawn 
aside. Now we meet our blessed 
bord wehbe sLord. : ios Sere ei 
"Come, let us wor- 
ship and bow down to our Lord!" He 
offers us the gift of life; the gif 
of his sacrifice he offers through® 
the bread and the wine. Take and 
eat. Take and drink, This is the 
new life we have in Christ. To him 
be all glory and honor. The Lenten 
cup of suffering and repentance 
now is the cup of the resurrection | 
and the new life. Take the gift 
gratefully. Take and drink. | 
The. «Paschal, Vigil asethe para-| 
digm for all our worship because if 
recounts all of God's saving ac- 
tions and leads us from our imper- | 
fect humanness to the perfect e- 
permmal litesin Chriet Worse 
anamnesis (remembrance); it is also 
a vehicle for transformation into @ 
the newness of life. "Come, let 
us worship and bow down to Christ." 





A POETASTER SPEAKS OF HEAVEN 


by Don McNair 


Many's the time I've tackled the parsing 
of this strange syntactrochee 

That glistens golden thoroughfares and 
shimmering tambourines, wafts the 

Wildest, purest ur-scent frankincense 
and usmell.lof fruit) through” instantly. 

Mended cracks in the mansioned air. 


Noneoeingeyc eOtmt na latad Oey, 
I cannot speak its language fluently, 
But babble towering emotions like a 
beggar many times doomed, 
Whosestouretlailing, udicrousmilimps 


So unbalance the bowl before him 
that he loses to the dust the few 
Poor mites that weighed therein, 


and is found wanting. 


But 


Successful beggars are tenacious, 
so I keen the one lament I can 


Articulate: et'Aims! 


Raon 
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TEC Vie O Loam enab hain hel ret 
time I heard the great metal door 
ShuULRUch INC mMeywrn Ce Drees Into — 
cold sweat or get the runs or 
Somecpinge li kee thats, sActual ly, 
the only thing I noticed was the 
smell--the smell of rusting me- 
tal and crumbling concrete coated 
with a layer of flaking "cafe au 
Pace DAT ht wi sl ba Wa climeoe ait) calf 
Several months, baterstha teds felt 
,a tenseness welling up inside of 
me when the door shut, I guess 
that's to say that. one starts 
OULsUSeds LO, the. prason, butewith 
each visit you become more un- 
comfortable, 


Each image of prison life 
that I held from movies or books 
failed to do justice to the re- 
ality. One day, when I was 
walking through my wing, an in- 
mate pulled me aside and asked, 
"Rev,, do you believe in heaven 
andenel l <"#. Caucht eb yeScUnDrises. 
ianswWwered Simply... Les, trdo.& 
T'll never forget the sadness in 
PeSeVOLCe,O Ge CNG palneri nears 
eyes when he replied, "I don't 
know about heaven, Rev., but I 
believe in hell, because I live 
AS ad ehh 


From what live tasted, odes it, 
hell is a lightbulb that never 
goes out. It's an endless maze 
DeerCOrrid0rs anGw Da ros ae lec elle 
noise: the constant waves of 
Shouted orders, opening and 
Shutting locks, always with 


ecnoes that never fade. Hell is 
an eye that never sleeps--that 
always watches with a purpose 
Hell is order, discipline, and 
regimentation to the merest de- 
tail; it is a count--a figure 
{heuenucs wally eCvery second OF 
every day. 


When you look at someone 
tirougwebars, yOu Never 2£obr U0 


r \seemtiemmuc vali Sek woar Uso tee cne 
jody is always obscured. You 
miss seeing an eye, a foot, a 


hand seyousMm ese pirase sO red 
word, Nothing can be perceived 
ifr TS stot hy mevery timne lS 
fragmented, When you talk to an 
inmate in. hitecel le yourrsenses 
Shist “thei vaiocus constantly. 
Youvhear tnessnurtic of amroot to 
Teer oe ne rODperiiny CisrcerdOOT 
to the left. You feel the move- 


ment of a body up the tier, and 


automatically you press yourself 
closer against the “bars. You see 
a Tonge row,for black ‘hands: arid 
white nands nolding out mirrors, 
all of them focused on you. = You 
see your reflection along the 


‘row of hands, and you feel the 


mirrors listening. ins | 
(Continued,-Page 2) 
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Each cell is a "home," and 
it is tosbe respected as such. 
The human defenses against the 
coldness and sterility of prison 
are evident in each one. The 
Picture of a daughter is taped 
on sthe walle besi1desa picture so i 
a nude woman. The first tells 
the inmate that he is loved; the 
second tells him that he is still 
aman. Hope lies in boxes in 
each home, in the form of legal 
documents and letters of appeal. 
Every letter represents a moment 
of faith or a dream of freedom; 
each reply represents bitterness, 
and a return to life by the cal- 
endar. 


some of the homes are al- ; 
ways Shrouded in darkness. Their 
occupants have drawn within the 
walls--not the walls of concrete 
and steel, but the mental bar- 
riers of hopelessness and an- 
guish. They do not write, they 
do not work, they do not speak. 
For them, existence is a burden 
beyond bearing. Maybe for a mo- 
ment as you pass by a head will 
Sstowly Lif tsoft sthespiddowseand 
you will stand fixed in a vacant 
Stare. bUL NOM Tent. can splerce 
the darkness of a mind which 
chooses to, lock® uts¥docorswand 
shutter its windows. 


ia 


As I walked down the tier in 
Protective Custody I felt the 
confidence of one who had 
"learned the ropes" of the pri- 
son. I knew these men well, 





Their families, their cases, 
‘their hand-ups and hopes had be- 
come a part of my ministrys,, Lom 
was a young inmate who had just 
been transferred from the Florida 
pen, We had spoken briefly the 
week before, and now I hoped to 
build a relationship through some 
fact-finding conversation. He 
had told me that he would be 
waiting for me, and he was. He | 
Stood beside his cot, looking at 
the electric cord he had just 
strung from the top of his cell. 

I didn't feel the panic until I | 
noticed a carefully-made noose 

at the end of the cord. Tom 
turned to me and said in a 
Shaking voice, "You've got five 
minutes, man. I wand a psycho- 
logist here, and now, I've 
Beached@i tues elt sseover =a Vomnre 
got five minutes." Think for a 
second, Mack. Does he just want 
attention? He sure has mine. Is 
he testing me? His voice is a 
little shaky, but He doesn't 

seem anywhere near hysteria. Is | 
that a sign that a suicide threat 
is serious? Don't chance it. 
"Okay, Tom. Give me 10 minutes 
and I'll have one here. Is that 
alrignte 


"Sure. 10 minutes," 


Now; *run., sand pray that he 
decides to wait. Po=minutesmras 
ter I saw Tom walk into the psy- 
Chologist's office. She told me 
not to worry. Like many others, 
he had only wanted some atten- 
tion. Feeling manipulated, I 
wanted to walk out of the prison 
and never come back. 


(Continued on page 3) 


"REFLECTIONS , "contanued 
LV3: 


The men of Trenton State 
Prison live in a suspicious and 
unstable world which naturally 
breeds violence. Directly or in- 
directly, this violence touches 
you whenever you step behind the 
wall. 


I first heard news of the 
stabbing Saturday evening on the 
television, and discovered the 
next morning that the prison was 
in a "“lLockdown"--a state of ad- 
ministrative seige. An inmate 
had been. stabbed thirteen times 
in the lunch line by his best 
friend, Those in the cafeteria 
watched the struggle quietly, not 
daring to become involved for the 
fear of retaliation. «The man 
died, the doors were locked, and 
the nightmares began. Each man 
who was in that cafeteria had to 
find his own way of absorbing the 
horror, All contacts with the 
outside world were halted: no 
visitors, no psychologists, no 
school; no face to face contact 
with anyone...escept the guards, 
themselves brittle with fear, and 
the student chaplains, who were 
called in at the request of the 
warden. 





When t~ne-dcoors croscampe— 
hind us that Wednesday, we walked 
into the clenched fist of total 
control. The inmates had not 
left their cells in five days. 
They had not bathed, worked, or 
relaxed, They were angry, tired, 
and afraid, and they broke these 
emotions against the chaplains. 
Being an emotional punching bag 
takes its toll, and when I walked 
out of the wall that night I had 
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never known such exhaustion. Yet 
I thought that maybe the fist was 
relaxing a little bit. Maybe we 

made a difference, 


At the Sunday morning wor- 
ship service following that ter- 
rible Wednesday, I felt a friend- 
ly hand touch my shoulder. Turn- 
ing around I saw Collins, an old- 
er inmate who seemed to under- 
stand the pulse of the prison. 

He smiled and said in a low 
voice, {ii just want: youmandythe 
others to know, Rev. I was 
talking to the people this week. 
They couldn't believe it when 
you all came in here on Wednes- 
day. It really did something 
for us. We needed you then, and 
you were there." He took my 
hand in both of his, whispered 
"Thank you," and walked quickly 
backwuosnisece li 


ie 


If these impressions seem 
fragmented, perhaps it is be- 
cause I am still experiencing 
prison life, and my perceptions 
Sarepine Die CES J s500Ms tend le have 
some emotional distance between 
myself and the prison, and then 
I'll be able to take stock of 
progress, failure, and growth. 
Vets stherney 1 cmone eLnOuUch teat heck 
keeps nagging me now: after 
I've had two or three parishes, 
puc.ascouple sof kids=through 
school, and survived the reali- 
Zeit Olle bl ats Mintel er OWT Tarot ef 
could still walk into Trenton 
State Prison and see many of the 
same faces that I see this week. 
They will be there, waiting for 
the next student chaplain. The 
Same dreams will still live in 
the envelopes on the floor. The 


same X's will mark the calendars 


on the same walls. The same 
counts will be taken on schedule. 
And. I would see, by means of the 
Same mirrors held by the same 
hands, the images of eyes, haunt- 
ed, angry, and tearful, in the 
reflections through the bars. WZ 
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LEAVES FROM THE NOTEBOOK OF AN 
UNTAMED SENIOR 


by Jeffrey DeYoe 


Preface Vn or ea mass ton trom 
God. Do you know that in my three 
years at Princeton Seminary I have 
never written an article for View- 
point? That seprobably? wiyal 
didn't get elected to go to General 
Assembly. I really thought I had 
it ian the bag, but them's’ the 
breaks. I never ran for) student 
government either. Hell, those Ol 
courses were enough for me--you 
know, the ones designed to keep 

the juniors so busy they can't get 
too Mpoliticallywactiversinsanyuning. 
I mean, can you really expect me to 
do everything? Give me a break. 
Well, I didn"t want to go to Hous- 
ton anyway. Besides, I probably 
would have spent the entire sti- 
pend in Gilley's riding the mechani- 
cal bull. You made the right 
chouce,! Tcouldn'sty so078L mona 
mission from God, That mission has 
been to record all my seminary 
thoughts into a diary. The follow- 
ing are excerpts: 


2/17 81 I still have not figured 
out why the seminary sends us home 
forechristmas ,~makes us. comeback 
for finals, then when we have no 
money left because we spent it 
going home for Christmas, they 

make us buy our own meals over 
semester break. But I guess we 

get it back. We know which cashiers 
will let us off cheap; we steal 
those fancy teas and hide them in 
our room; we abscond with ice cream 
tickets; and we eat desserts and 
drink soda before getting to the 
cash register. What can you say? 
Cafeterias are cafeterias wherever 
you go, and believe me, I have got- 
ten the grand tour. For instance, 
take this entry from 11/30/79: 


A woman at my field education 
church complained to my supervisor 
that while at her home I ate like 
I was in a cafeteria. Well what 
the hell does she expect? I.don't 
usually drink from Waterford Crys- 
tal, eat off bone china or wipe 
my mouth with linen. I'm not even 


sure that's moral, And how is 
one supposed to pray over crys- 
tal, china, and linen anyway? 
But don't get me started on prayel 
we'll be here all day. My favorig 
line in the cafeteria after praye} 
ASitdn tl G nCLOn sh WOK eatin OOS 
Stila wbne re a. 


2/5 / Ok Do you know why WPTS 
went off the air? Fragile egos. 
Everything we said last year was 
eatensupsooThiss yean,, nothing, 
We had to beg for a laugh. But 
I don't think it really was fragil 
egos; the junior class just does © 
not have a sense of humor. That 
class «isianhadministrat Lone put 
just; tos shut..us ups lheyearewa 
powerful bunch. 





McCord called me by name to-| 
day iiiiwasetlooneds. elt denver. | 
think he knew I existed. Now my | 
whole seminary career is in ques-. 
tion, Big Brother has been watch; 


| 


ing me all along. | 


} 
ype eet I have a confession to | 
make. When I asked somebody to | 
vote for me for G.A., I would in4 
evitably be asked: "Did you vote | 
for me?" I always answered yes, | 
butiitoildarther trutheorly Jon Cea ae 
if I told someone that I voted | 
Tor.them,. lvyliedas sournggrapes 
you say: Yep. 


3/10/81 Why are Cain Felder and) 
Mary Potter going away? I thoughi 
the fresh blood was supposed to 
come in and the old blood went 
out. Why did George go away? I 
miss him, even if he did give me 
a.D+ oni mya.ijdtich final ® 21 vdonma 
hold grudges. Chris Beker flunkec 
me on my NTO1l mid-term during my 
junior year and he's still a good 
friend,“ Lime coin etomask himsuc 
autograph my copy of his new book, 
I think that means something, 
since. 1.am talking about, friendss 
I'd like to think Alex Getty is 
my friend. He's one of those un- 
sung heroes around here. If I had 
a dollar for every time I told 
him I was broke I wouldn't have 
needed financial aid. And he al- 
ways came through, But then again 
(Continued on page 





LEAVES FROM THE NOTEBOOK, continued 


Lets? seerity Ingetemy? bill paid for 
graduation. 


19/81 I've got to warn the 
underclass-persons: Anyone who 
takes Hebrew during his or her 
senior year should get his or her 
head examined, It almost killed 
me this year, As a result of the 
combination of Hebrew, ordination 
exams and beer; I managed to really 
Dhow, to melenanded Sin /thesworst 
Reinhold Niebuhr paper of my life 
(ionaathartiwl wnavelthanded’ im ttoo 
many--I've only handed in one), 
got.fa B+ (an rAmerican Church His- 
tory when I was shooting for an A 
(which would have been one of four 
in my entire seminary career, the 
other three being in speech or 
preaching), and probably would not 
have become a running fanatic 
(good therapy--I pretend that I've 
Austmeccapedet rom PTS ) ea sut em 
net going to pretend. My G.P.A, 
UemuncersscOswigmacoings Toetvel's 
everyone I see just because grades 
are one of the best guarded se- 
crets I know of around here. We 
know who is sleeping with whom, 
but we don't know their grades, 

I love broken taboos, 


3/30/81 I hope the seminary com- 
Muni wilt? prayetniate Lerumeinco 
people who are not like me so that 
I can convert them. JI heard some- 
one say this a few days ago, or 

at least a reasonable facsimile 
thereor, S§ladecidéed Ft*is+so*stu- 
pid-that I Shave to make?1t my-mot— 
TOmnoOr Vitereetaind or catchy seen ? 


t don't./thank .. can sharera 
Miikstpyewlen bDilaekspeopley Don't 
get me wrong, the black studies 
proposal has been cooking since I 
camewto eric! Pelt 4ust nevemecot 
to a stage where it did my educa- 
tLOm any. good.ss |But=can’ you™bilame 
recsetaperssiC)'mon,valvow <imesror 
the Spirit to work. When Jesus 
decides that black people are im- 
portant enovgh to study about, 
ewe teimsus.) Worle lees tesLn ink 


that's how exegesis goes around 
here, 


Lbuteithey really love i4 
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81 Your peers really show 
their true colors when interviewin; 
for jObs.. SYoustind .ouifewho che 
VULtUneS aren.” Its you don taxbe] 1 
someone exactly how job hunting 
is going, you are referred to as 
SSC CIC ty Coe Wee tae yOlle Cd OsgG lide come — 
one, you are "bragging." You 
can-+t-wan-for-Losing: 


4/6/81 Tard Oe nocbwlenOWeret, ela wael 1 

leave here with my dream fulfilled. 
LielOOkeecOubtfulL., —Thateedrean 

LS to DOnDe( Water epalloomas bot— 
le rockets, M-80's, etc.) Stan 

NeKaietacthe Mi s*weiltine- myecar 4 
ticket like he did today. Why 


“donstithvestacubty . parkeinsthose 


other lots and give the students 
the orunof ethe “quad? =" Besides’,* I've 
seen what happens when we play 
frisbee or softball in the quad. 
What's a dent here or there? If 

I were. ‘on, the faculty, the last 
place I would put my car would be 
In wwie Sight suoietoumtnsds)| oor Alex 


And what about those guys who 
shoot, pottle rockets from. fourth 
floor Alex? We all know that the 
administration tries to ignore us, 
I can- 
no buthink foteone®administrator 
who wouldn't love the chance to 
run up there and shoot one off. 

It gives you-a certain feeling of 
power. Ronniemay be in charge of 
THE BUTTON, but we know we are 
safelandesoundewithsourfown Littie 
arsenal from Frank's Fireworks in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. 


4/8/81 Major league baseball o- 
pens today! I made it through a- 
notnersone, cold iwinter, <1. don't 
need a girlfriend, church on Sun- 
day or Star Trek anymore. To hell 
Wirth Melia Seen ACOULG make At 
through the playoffs and the World 
Series fay themtald’, a can'make?it 
until the All-Star break later in 
the summer, Baseball is here! 

You might think it never ended be- 
cause that Phillies hat is a per- 
manent. fixture on Skip Brecht's 
head. But he is just excited that 
they won a couple big games. I 
nopesmne enrilies=rot, in last place 
this year. What's more, I hope 
Pete Rose gets a few more pater- 


(Continued on vage 6) 
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LEAVES FROM A NOTEBOOK, continued 
nity suits slapped on him. George 
Brett never has those kinds of 
problems, they are all behind him 
now. By the way, the K.C. Royals 
are the best team in major league 
baseball.W@ 


FEAR AND TREMBLING: | POSTMARK 


TRENTON 
by Matthew Glass 


A friend of mine wrote an ar- 
tole, amnthe slasim SSuc., Olmrirs 
publication. He received a page of 
intel athe mail. Wiith eansanonymous 
scribal gloss written in bold, in- 
delible light-blue: 


HOW MUCH SCHOLARSHIP AID DO 
YOUOMULK] OUD@OR THis. Ri 
BALISTIC" SEMINARY EVERY 
YEAR cow GO BACKS TOY OUR 
TRIBE--ESKIMO OR LAPLANDER-- 
MAYBE THAT IS WHERE YOU BE- 
LONG! 


Now this puzzles me, because my 
friend: istnot ratLaplander,anom is 
he an Eskimo--though his ancestors 
must have shared some common gene- 
tromcbock. aan ilcwhast inamecou sak, 
which indicates some Spanish in- 
fluence--I believe, pre-Admiral 
Dewey. He is Filipino. Now on the 
one hand, this might seem to call 
for some chastisement of those who 
send such things through the U.S. 
mail without signature, address or 
zip. But on the other, maybe we 
Ought tos le tat tro frand try .to 
figure out what's beneath it. 





It seems to be that there is 
some sizeable fear behind this scri- 
bal gloss. My friend tried to say 
our education lacks the resources 
to enable us to serve the gospel in 
the present--not in 1564 or 1840, 

I don't think he said much more. 
Now someone has responded to this 
subversive comment by accusing him 
of milking the seminary. He didn't 
advocate assaSination, sabotage, or 
even desecration of Miller Chapel. 
He raised a point. The scribal 
gloss would indicate that no points 
are to be raised. That bothers me, 
folks, 


Evidently we are to assume 
that critical statements are verbo-| 
ten. If in order to receive finang 
Cial aid we must keep our mouths 
shut, then we's in a heap o' troubl 





gitethe. serubetiissatraidethnat 
critical statements might destroy © 
something sacred, then we ought | 
to see exactly what is at stake. 
What is doomed if articles like 
my friend's proliferate? What is 
this scribe defending? The gos- 
pel npawithorts terpticisnvor-vder— 
atry, Oppressive economic systems, 
and the machinery of war, certain- 
ly won't be threatened by such an 
article. We don't need to fear 
for Jesus' safety. What may be 
threatened though, is the reality 
evoked by all those words we try 
not to hear: -“sexism,."”-"classism, @ 
"racism, "iit Princetonyseminary 
isecrptici zedmonsrthe basis) ofits 
history as an institution perpet- | 
uating the structures of injustice | 
and death that have been the sum 
of America's involvement in the 
world, and if the gospel “itself 
brings such judgments to us, then 
can we defend ourselves in the 
name of Jesus? And if we can't 
defend ourselves in his name, 
then in whose name can we? Ww 
ee 


Viewpoint is published by the 
students of PP Tks. andtais aives 
hicle for creative expression 
and tor, dicscussa0nscharssues 
facing the Seminary and the 
church, The opinions in View- 
point are those of the contrib- 
utors and not necessarily those 
of the Seminary or the editorial 
Sta tts. 

Contributions of essays, po- 
etry, stories, and graphics are 
welcome and will be carefully 
considered, deAijn. scontriputtone 
must be signed; names may be 
withheld upon request. Leave 
contributions and letters (keep 
a copy for yourself) for the 
Viewpoint mailbox in the mail- 
room, basement of old Adminis- 





~ tration Building. 


Editors: Meredith A. Cargill 
and Cindy Shepherd. 
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"SEMINARY" ORIGINALLY MEANT 
"SEEDBED" 


by Gene Smillie 


This is the time of year when 
the ground gets broken up for 
planting next season's crops. Hard 
surfaces, baked and dried by last 
summer's sun and then frozen and 
caked by winter now past, yield 
to the plow, the disc, the iets 
prongs of the rake andanarnrowss of 
certain joy prods my heart every 
time I see this transformation. 
The bleached and weed-stubbly sur- 
face is turned under and combed to 
a dark rich texture promising new 
life, new growth, abundant fruit 
in the season to come. 


The lives of seminary grad- 
uates must look like that. All 
freshly prepared and cultivated, 
this new ground looks promising. 
Hard-baked habits of thinking have 
been carefully broken up and 
turned under by the plow of aca- 
demic rigor and, with all the re- 
sources available at this seminary, 
these folks have certainly been, 
as the King James Bible would say, 
"well-dunged" (meaning, of course, 
“enriched”). With all this prep- 
aration, one would expect a rich 
and abundant harvest from such a 
well-favored plot of ground. 


Hebrews 6:7-8 says, "Ground 
that drinks the rain which often 
falls ipo tty and ppmimes fonoh 
fruit useful to those for whose 
sake it is also tilled, receives 
a blessing from God; but if it 
yields thorns and thistles aba aS) 
worthless and close to being 
cursed, and it ends up being 
burned." In an exhortation to 
those who have dawdled over-long 
under tutelage in the Christian 
life, the writer to the Hebrews 
compares the well-prepared field, 
which has often drunk the rain, 
with the privileged Christian 
who has received "the very best 
in. theological, education, - ihe 
warning is unambiguous and forth- 
right; produce fruit and receive 


a blessing or produce thistles 


and be cursed. 


Why would ground which has 
been well-tilleduand has’ frequents 
ly drunk the rain yield thorns 
and thistles? Because nothing 
better has been sown in its place. 
If you put the seeds that you want 
to grow in the ground, they will 
grow. But if you cultivate the 
land, water it well, and then 
don't seed it with useful vegeta- 
tion, all you've done is prepare 
an excellent soil for weeds to 
flourish. Thorns and thistles 
need no personal care or atten- 
tion; they spring up wherever we 
neglect to plant and nurture some>-| 
thing more useful. Such ground 
is then less profitable than EG | 
was before cultivation! | 





At seminary we sometimes make 
the mistake of thinking that when) 
the breaking up of old religious | 
ideas is done, the job is complet 
But if we do not follow up the | 
critical cultivation process with) 
a rich and profuse seeding of the 
Word of God, thorns and thistles | 
spring up as surely as they flour} 
ish in a newly-plowed, unsown 
fields. In theology; acm seri. 
culture, it is not enough to plow 
under the old and no-longer-usefu 
fruitful seed must be planted and| 
nourished in its place. 





Nacy Geto ae carr Les precisely 
this meaning. A seminary was or- 
iginally censtrued to be an envi-| 
ronment in which seed would be 
nurtured and brought along to the 
point where it was capable of bei 
transferred to the outside world,| 
there to bring forth fruit. By 
this understanding of the word, 
then, it would seem that the till 
ing, or breaking up, part of sem-, 
inary education is only a prelin-) 
inary step, and that engendering 
growth, nurture, and fruitfulnes: 
comprises a far greater compass 
of seminary objectives. 


The origin of the word "semi| 
] 


The Hebrews 6 text says tha’ 
ground will be blessed which pro): 


(Continued on page. 
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*SEEDBED," continued 


duces a crop "useful to those for 
Whose) cabCe luc CevlLt Leo. taae lis 
qualifying phrase suggests a spe- 
SitecafcalgOte uhea vil | tne a Dro = 
cess, Not just any fruit is to be 
propagated, but fruit whichis 
userul,»Or.Suitable,. tO a, parvic- 
WiLareDOGy.Of. pDersonsa. Do we 
choose classes, execute the work 
of exegesis, and struggle with the 
cultivation process of seminary 
with a view towards those for 
whose sake we are being tiled? Or 
is our vision arrested at the hor- 
iol pone nem ttl Inge process slur 
self? 


AMiwreld=rsfnot=plowed=to~pro- 
voke admiration for the aesthetic 
quality of well-furrowed dirt. 
hteesr cul tivated-in order’ to. pro- 
duce a crop. We are not here to 
garner appreciation for our pre- 
paration, We are here, I hope, 
bo prepare=to-. brings forth fruit 
useful to those for whose sake 
we are being tilled. 


Seminary, of all places, ought 
to be the seedbed where the seed 
of self may finally fall inte the 
ground and die, and the new life 
which God raises up in its place 
be nurtured for the sake of others 
WhoMe we, in- turn, wil lenurtures Fz] 


TOWARD ETHNIC PLURALISM 


by Bryan Sirchio and the Monday 
Night Group 


Recently, an increasing num- 
ber of PTS students have attempt- 
ted to communicate visibly the 
urgency which characterizes our 
commitment to the realization of 
the ABS proposal, Following 
chapel service each day, we have 
united our; hearts.in.a. silent. cir- 
cle of prayer, and openly sought 
God's guidance, wisdom, and will 
BGncerminge tie 1ssue Of ethnic 
pluralism at our seminary. On 


mapril 7 and 8, a large number. of 
mstudents wore arm bands of red, 


yellow, black, and white to show 
support for the proposal, which 
was discussed during -the April 8 
faculty meeting. During the meet- 
ing itself, we gathered outside 

the meeting room, sang inspiration- 
al songs, and raised our concerned 
andcollectivetvoitcelsotas tobe 
heard by the faculty, by fellow 
seminarians, and by God, 


We would like to express our 
gratitude for the statement which 
was given to us at the conclusion 
on the meeting. We were told that 
the senior faculty members have 
openly assumed the responsibility 
for seeking new and ethnically di- 
verse professors. We are encourage 
by this response, and look forward 
to working with the faculty mem- 
bers as much as possible. Again, 
we appreciate this expression of 
concern, and thank sGod for the 
movement which is taking place. 


As we move now into Holy 
week, the week in which we remem- 
ber -and celebrate the passion of 
our Lord, we are ever more pained 
by the absence of an effective com- 
mitment to ethnic pluralism by 
PTS. We call to remembrance the 
emotional, physical, and spiritual 
agony which Christ endured, that 
Ciem@worml dmandmpnus OUrerna ly dual 
and@inetatutiona yebivyesemient abe 
called into the depth of God's 
inclusive and redeeming Love. The 
SCGLOuUSs»disceplesaon Chris, cannot 
help but be both pained and deep- 
Inysmoved = by wchisesurrering. "Christ 
suffered and died to open up and 
establish a new kind of order-- 
an order which permits no sexual, 
raciaAlwrathnnicfLorNeconomic in 
FUStLCes 


We believe that the richness 
of true ethnic diversity is ne- 
cessary in order to develop an 
environment which is truly an ex- 
pression of the body of Christ, 
and in which students may be real- 
istically and responsibly trained 
LOveMeniis cyt ALG OOO oow ee Lr 
continuance with a visible and 
open concern that this diversity 


(Continued on page 10) 


Page 10 
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be achieved, some students have 
prayerfully decided to fast during 
the Holy week. We do this neither 
Lovcalivattentaongionsurselvess enor 
to alienate ourselves from the rest 
of the semmary community, but 
rather to seek God's wisdom and 
direction, that we might be faith- 
ful and responsible witnesses to 
Histhover @iteis  noteoursdesire 

to cause divisions within the 
seminary community, or to reduce 
our involvement to a hardened 
"we/they" dialogue, the results 

of which are usually counterpro- 
ductive and self-defeating. It 

is all too easy to pursue an agen- 
da which is rooted in pride rather 
than a desire for humble obedience. 
Wesrast) then enoteasmaivasives and 
private interpreters of Christ's 
universal mission)? but asisexr- 
Vanbsho hours luordnandwin tsmconmu— 
Nnipyy eiveslastanGteacsomnosany 

and disrespectful proponents of 

an isolated issue, but as follow- 
ers of Christ who believe that 
ethnrespluralasmtatsourkinstttu- 
tion will create a better atmos- 
phere for ministerial preparation. 
We fast not:as blinded students 
whose undisciplined vitality 
leaves them incapable of seeing 
all sides of a complex issue, but 
rather as those who are open to 
andvappreciatimesor ‘adil formssor 
effective communication which will 
lead to the realization here and 
now of ethnic pluralism: 


Most of all, we fast because 
we believe that God must move in 
thes situation wmandsthatenrston- 
icaliy God has used men and women 
tordo THis@work, @isc durineiiithos 
week, which! tor alamoteus@istine 
paradigm of redemptive suffering, 
we choose to follow the example 
given sto“us: ins Isamwah y5976=9 
TS ase heey eae Ss ee ror ae 

choose: 
to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 


’ let the oppressed go free, 
nd to break every yoke?... 


Then. you shall call, and whe lord 
will answer; 
you shall cry, and he will sa 
Here, teams 


We ask you as our brothers 
and, sisters: 1n.Christ toe joa was 
us in praying for the transfor- 
mation of all who are in any way 
apart ote thiseinstacu cor s sie 
want to emphasize the freedom with 
which we enter this fast, and to 
encourage your participation in 
whatever way you feel led by God. 
Some of us will attempt to fast 
all meals for the entire week, 
and others perhaps one meal a day, 
In any case, the purpose, passion, 
and hope is the same. Thank you, 
and God bless you for your support 





THE MONDAY NIGHT GROUP 
by Sara Winter 


Many people have been wonderj| 
what the Monday Night Group is, eg! 
pecially since the demonstration 
on April 8 outside the faculty meé 
ing in Speer Library. | 


The purpose of the Monday 
Night Group is to engage in dis- 
cussion and action directed at rel 
dying what we consider to be gaps. 
or errors in the theological edu-| 
Cationyat: Pal (Si) Our maJjoOmeconoamt 
to date has been ethnic pluralism, 
and its representation in curricu! 
lum and in the composition of the) 
student body, faculty, and admini} 
stration,” Our interests’ alsoewm 
volve the issue of sexism and the 
problems of the Third World and i} 
ternational students. We are of 
the opinion that the education an] 
the composition of the P.T.S. com} 
munity have too narrow a focus, a) , 
that this neither prepares us for} 
the?world’ as iteactually as,~ nom 
does it help us understand possibi | 
solutions to the world's problems 


We are an ad hoc group. ‘The 
core was formed in December when. ° 
about ten of us ran into each oth 
and started discussing our creta 
and frustration over the meeting 
(Continued on page J) 


"MONDAY NIGHT GROUP," continued 


called by ABS with Dean Massa to 
discuss the progress of the %Re= 
vised ABS Black Studies Proposal," 
Our first action came on February 
9--drafting "A Modest Proposal" to 
Seminary Confrence. This was the 
basis for the request made by Semi- 
nary conference to the faculty that 
the “Revised draft for Faculty Re- 
sponse to the Black Studies Propo- 
Sal eee eSenn back to. the hoard, os: 
Trustees. We sponsored a petition 
Te SUpDOGis Olas leap reques dt wand, 0 — 
gether with ABS and supported by ISA 
and members of the Women's Center, 
we sponsored the demonstration at 
the faculty meeting. 


Other activities have included: 
a meeting with Mary Potter and Cain 
Helder es CL cdiscusssiacultyvshining 
procedures, helping with the SGA 
petition regarding Mary Potter and 
Cain Felder, making contact with 
other seminaries at the "No Root 
of Bitterness Conference!"(wWhere we 
qiseovered: that PTopis- indecd got mel 
in the Stone Age in many areas, com- 
pared to other Presbyterian seminar- 
Pes meee prever Viel lsearuver ichape. 
on the green, and those most lovely 
and expressive armbands whichwe are 
happy to see many wearing. 


Our meetings are open. Partici- 
pants include men and women, blacks 
and whites, Americans and internation- 
als. We usually meet in the Oratory, 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. For more infor- 
NonwoOrm weCOmLace BOD Morrison. Jonn 
Lawson, or Sara Winter. RZ 
creme ii Na i waits aed 


THE PRINCETON SEMINARY FELLOW- 
SHIP 


by the PSF Coordinating Committee 


The student organizations 
presently at PIS help to bridge 
the gap between intellectual 
punsuits an thetclassroom¥andva 
nurtangeworld. some ofsihese 
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are the Women's Center, ABS, ISA, 
the Social Action Committe, ard 
the Stewardship Committee. They 
are variously concerned with lib- 
Gratton, cquality,, jusuice, 
peace, and worldwide concerns for 
the poor and oppressed. 


rs 
(D 
I 


Another organization has 
cently formed--the Princeton 
Seminary Fellowship. The pur- 
pose of the Princeton Seminary 
Fellowship is to nurture and en- 
courage the spiritual vitality 
of the Seminary community. We 
believe that spiritual vitality 
1Ss*important. for both our per- 
sonal lives and our ability to 
minister effectively to the spir- 
itual and social needs of the 
world, In this, we expect to be 
supportive of the various other 
organizations and activities on 
campus. PSF will primarily fo- 
cus"on group prayer, worship, 
theological discussion, and mis- 
Sitonse 


Mies Orean  Zabion ws) jus. 
getting started and plans to be 
more active next year, We ask 
your support. We encourage and 
welcome your participation by 
attending eur functions and of- 
fering suggestions. We invite 
you to our worship service on 
Friday, April 24)20.6:00 PM in 
Miller Chapel. We have theolo- 
gical discussion (not lecture) 
groups on Tuesday evenings from 
6-7:00 PM in the Alumni Roon, 
andcon Thursdays, at ¢1230/.in 
Class Room #2 in the Campus Cen- 
ter. . Also, a missions group 
meets on Mondays at 12:30. Con- 
sult the wineskin for further 
details. 


The PSF coordinating committee: 
Bill Campbell, Jody Dick- 
SYVSOn ed oe Har cwe ese nam 
Gecti rion, sand Jim Carr 

Advisor: Dr. John Mulder W 
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PHOENIX 
by Laurence Lee Olson 
(copyrighted) 





With wings of flame I rise a sun to split the living sky 


seeking with soft eyes thorned bloody where brown soil 


leaps into blue the high edge of the world 


there.son.one hillvasiewwtiicks make 


my last hard nest where nailed 


WithewilieeOntire 


1 dave 


no flesh can bear 


thiseSlraineormubi rt tLiwOncem nica 


my body left its breath to wake 


a new red shape that grows as it is hurled 


through burning winds into one hope past dying while 


with wings of flame I rise a sun to split the living sky 





EASTER REVERIE 
by Leon E. Hoch 


Easter Day comes late this year 

T think that's grand you know 

When I see the green grass 
growing 

Where once I saw the snow. 


I hear the song birds singing 
In the maples on the hill 
hose swelling buds are crimson 


the stains on Calvary's igual 1D. 


laffodils shine golden 
early morning light 
the sun on Easter morn 
4. the -blacksof might: 


Oh! my heart's in tune with Esster 
For I know I've naught to fear 
With Jesus Christ now living 
Heaven's gate is free and clear, 


Yes--it's just a reverie I know 

To picture trees, flowers, and snow 
To paint an Easter picture grand 

So all who see may understand, 


That faith is all one needs to know 

The trees will bud and leaves will 
grow 

And God will dispense the greatest 
grace 

For the faiths thateshiness ina 
child's sweet face. 


a 


HHKEHKHHHEKEK 


May 6th, 1931 


An Other 


Viewpoint 


SEK IE IEE KE EE KKM HK HHH HK KKH KEK KHER EERE HK KKH HK HHHE HHH KEHE HG KREHRKEHEE 


a a 


An Other Viewpoint became necessary, because 
the following article, submitted to Viewpoint 
for printing was turned down by its editors. 

I feit that my article was significant enough 
for me to have utilized alternative means of 


getting my article to the Seminary community. 


oe) 


I sought out the reasons why the article wa 
refused and was told: 


ae | 


i. Viewpoint was pressed for space, and in 
the light of its commitments and standards, 


mine did not qualify to be included. 


The tone of the article was inflamatory, 


N 


especially, since in the last paragraph I 
seem to have assumed that the "Knotters" 


were not Christians. 


3. The main point of the article seemed to 


have been unclear. 


4. The journalistic style of the article was 
not up to the standard desired by Viewpoint. 


5. That it seemed that I had misrepresented 
the "Knotters" by my own thrust. 


I told the editor with whom I spoke, that I 
would print it and trust the readers to reach 
their own conclusions. But I was convinced that 
perhaps, pluralism needs to be redefined so 
that it can be uiderstood, that not ail view- 


points are welcomed. Perhaps, even here at 


Princeton, we are not as open . as we wish to 


claim. 


| 
| 
| 








Oo Dine RNOLTERSS by Medvis Jackson 


How many of us really appreciate 
having our ideas judged soley on the 
basis of their origin-- who said it? 

We do not like being the victims of 
genetic fallacy. How many of us feel 
that we have been called, that we have 

a mission to be exponents of the points 
of views of those opposed to us, or with 
whom we disagree, and, or, to whom we 
are opposed? We are more likely to want 
to present our own points of views. That 
really seems to be the way we operate. 


In the April 2nd, i981 issue of 
Viewpoint, eleven women under the classi- 
PUGe a OUNOlwe tne rhietlterarereThread, ” 
sought to raise the issues as to what 
significant and what is not significan 
for inclusion in the annual Warfield 
lectures; what ought to be considered as 
acceptable scholarship and what is not 
acceptable scholangShip; who should speak 
and who should not speak to the Seminary 
community, and in the matter of confess- 
ion of what Christians believe, what is 
really central and what ought not to be 
marginalized. 


As I understand the article, the 
eleven signers were disappointed with 
the six lectures delivered by Professor 
Thomact Fas Torrance on the “Trinitarian 
Faith" as expressed by the Nicene Creed. 
They found the lectures striking in one 
single sense, that they failed " to 
acknowledge the presence of women in the 
church and the problem which the sexism 
opithe "Christian tradition raises for 
biblical; enistorical,~and-systematic 
theologicans today." They were con- 
cerned about the use of a forum like 
the Warfield lectures, and would have 
liked to see it used to correct injus- 
tice. They were concerned that the 
lectures had not been given by a woman, 
instead of a man; that they were not 
given by a black lecturer instead of a 
white lecturer; that they were not given 
by a Third World lecturer instead of a 
First World lecturer, and that they were 


If 
a 


not given by someone who was 
"sensitive to the cries, stru- 
ggles and scholarship of peoc- 
ple unlike  Hersere om hrnsed T°," 


Tolbe sure); as Christians 
we need to be sensitive to erie 
justice and to reflect justi ice 
But we must also be earn in 
rendering credit and commen. 
dation where they are a eine 
and due. We must be carerul 
that as Christians, concerned 
to correct injustice, we do 
not appear to fabricate prob- 
lems, failing to recognize 
good in our fight against evil. 
How could anyone have sat and 
listened to those six lectures 
and not heard anything worth- 
while or commendable? 


I must confess that I was 
disappointed with the seeming 
triteness of the article, and 
even more, that the signers 
did not live up to their own 
intentions and their capa- 
bilities. I believe that they 
are capable of doing a better 
job than they did. I was also 
disappointed that despite their 
appeal, none of the signers 
were black. I am not even sure 
that they themselves are as 
sensitive as they want others 
to be, or even if they are 
really concerned about the 
cries of anybody else but them- 
selves. It seemed to me that 
they are more concerned about 
advocating their own interests. 
Upon reading the article, I 
immediately thought of the 
child who cannot bear not to 
be the center of the family's 
attention at all times, and 
becomes upset if the parents 
give attention to another 
Sibling. 


The reaction of the "“Knotters" 
represents, to my mind, a very 
devious attitude which is fast be- 
coming a standard practice in cer= 
tain sectors of the Christian 
Church. I am wondering how would 
they have reacted, had the lecturer 
been a woman, a black, or a Third 
World lecturer, and had given the 
lectures? How would they have reac- 
ted, had the lecturer argued that 
it was no longer necessary for the 
Christian community to confess 
faith in the Trinitarian God? What 
do the "Knotters" find to be 
negative or incorrect about the 
portrayal of the relationship which 
exists between the first and second 
persons of the uncreated Godhead as 
Father-gon? To what kind of indi- 
viduals is it negative or offensive? 
What ishids thateindicatesmintrincic 
inadequacy and meaninglessness in 
the imagery used? Did Jesus actually 
speak of Himself as being the Son 
of His Father? Did He actually speak 
of God being His Father? Who are 
Mary Daly, John Cobb, Heije Faber 
and Paul Ricoeur? Are they biblical 
or Christian theologians? How are 
we to relate them to people like 
Jesus of Nazareth (John 10:29,30); 
Paul the Apostle (Gal. 3:28; Eph. 3: 
14515)% Sonn the Seer (7 kev. 1:6)? 


I heard the lectures, and-I am 
sure that I was not involved in 
meaccurate Lrsteninge, sbUL 1.010) now 
gather that the lecturer intended 
to offend anyone. I did not gather 
from what was said that "for us men 
and our salvation," "God became 
many "God" took tne orm, O1eman 
At une COMUECIIe . Ole mcr mec iec 
references to any particular gender. 
I understood them as being consis- 
tent with the teachings of Genesis 
1:27; Hebrews 1:5; 2:9, 14-16. I 
am not sure why the "Knotters" 
purposefully saw them otherwise. 
They evidently chose to, because 
they were trained to see those 
references as exclusive. But since 


when has it come to be that one 
word cannot have more than one 
meaning? 


I think I understand the plea 
OLfetne “Knotte vo eu vet pant ircg 
sure that they themselves are will- 
ing to admit that. Princeton is not 
yet the place where the kind of 
deferential maturity, which they 
are advocating does exist. Do 
lecturers, in general, here at 
Princeton act kindly to students 
who challenge their "sacred" opin- 
nions or stated positions? Do 
lecturers distinguish themselves 
by being disposed to, or willing 
to present fairly the opposing 
posvtiens) or for that’ matter, 
instead of their own? How do we 
students treat opposing viewpoints? 
Are we being, or even striving to 
be the kind. of people we are 
insisting that others be to us? 
What would have been more/less 
true about the lectures on Trini- 
tarian Faith, had they been given 
by a woman lecturer, a black or 
Third World lecturer? Or is the 
point that they would not have 
chosen a topic like the Trini- 
tarian Faith for the Warfield 
lectures? Would they not consider 
it necessary to address the need 
ton the, Chrve Gene Chiur chi tomne 
faithful. to; its.confession" of) faica 


I.am sorry that. the."“Knotters | 
felt that they had been marginalizec 
to the extent that they were able, 
being aware of the topic of the ) 
lectures, to have recognized points 
for disagreement. I am concerned, 
for it seems to represent a very 


‘unhealthy, critical disposition 


within and among us. When we can 

be satisfied to attend a chapel 

service or listen to a lecture and 

be more concerned about whether or 

not it is.a man or, woman, a black 

or white, a First, Second or Third 

World person who is speaking, and ; 

thereby evaluate the significance | 
- 7 





of what was said, I believe that 
it is time to check our systems 

of thinking and believing. If that 
is the way we chose to operate, 
then our attitudes are not appro- 
priate. 


I am concerned, since the 
Uhnomlers  didenoOgerind the topic 
covered in the lectures either 
relevant, striking or significant, 
whether or not they would have 


been willing to indicate if they 
believe that what Christians 
believe is important to us? Do 
they believe that it is still 
necessary to have a confession of 
faith based upon the personage of 
the Godhead and the historical work 
of redemption for mankind? Do they 
still believe in God the Father 
Almighty? Do they still believe in 
Jesus Christ the only begotten Son 
of God? 


HHKKEHKHHKHKKHKHHKHHE 
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| THE ROLE OF CHURCH & SOCIETY IN 
| THEOLOGICAL INQUIRY 





| by Gibson Winter, with Meredith 
mA, Cargill, for the Church & 
| Society Committee 


' (NO@E welhisfiscsagcondensataonsor 
| a paper presented to the faculty ares 
and discussed at their aes. ay 


meeting. ) 


¥ of -the task of Church & Soceity 
} within the Seminary our common 
| efforts will be stimulated and 
| strengthened. 


Church Gesocivetyrstands tat 
i the heart of the Seminary's task, 
/ embracing the full range of theo- 
mlogicalkernquiry. “It: could be con- 
Sidered "interdisciplinary," but 
this assumes that the various 
fuseful concentrations on partic- 
ular aspects of the praxis) of 
i faith and life properly consti- 
jtute independent disciplines. 
)}We are quite dubious about the 
}validity of such specialization 
jand feel that the compartmental- 
jization of theological work into 
-autonomous fiefdoms raises ques- 


ae 


fcionssabout the integraty of P.T;S. 


as a theological seminary. 


We would like to address two 
man OrsproblLensmat) PaleSremmradical 
individualism and fundamentalist 
epistemology. Our concern is for 
how the Seminary re-presents the 
enurcn and how 1t affects the 
euture of the ministry. 


‘iewpoint 





The prevailing ethos of both 
the Seminary and America tends to 
TESLVICl SpIritualioty tO personal 
inwardness or individual faith. 
This individualization ignores 
the structuring of evil and good- 
ness, injustice and justice, idol- 
aLry andedcaith wWithanevne struc— 
tures of the common life. 


The problem of radical indi- 
Vidualism is fundamental to Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. Much 
Ol" 1G 2s prouent into the seminary 
from the Crimave-o1f twiarvrdual 
competitiveness which permeates 
American life. The educational 
process currently reinforces this 
individualization by being oriented 
to individual projects and per- 
formance. If communal life has a 


wesvalid place in our religious her- 
“vitage, then we could do more to 


cultivate shared learning. The 
malady is also aggravated by the 


ahYerarchical organization of the 


eminary, which makes it difficult 
to find the shared understanding 
needed to deal with problems. 


We are concerned about how 
this condition--radical individ- 
ualism, excessive competitiveness, 
externalized attention to perform- 
ance, and personally alienating 


(Continued. on page 
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Church & Society, continued 


contexts of thought and action-- 
aitects; thesministry..-ii: counehes 
refuse to deal with structural 
evil and injustice, they legiti- 
mate world domination by corporate 
structures of the military-indus- 
trial-educational complex. This 
condition also creates serious 
difficulties in mediating the 
heritage of faith. 


sociak models intormaoun 
understanding of human life and 
faitn . 2nd mosim models: current sin 
our society presuppose an atomis- 
tic world which becomes a common 
world by some miraculous process. 
In order to set up some counter- 
currents. to this. radicalindivid- 
ualism, we may have to do some 
analytical work on these models 
of person and community, which 
usually operate as tacit pre- 
understandings or prejudgments. 
In Church & Society courses we 
have been somewhat able to break 
through these prejedgments into a 
different understanding of life 
and action, and we feel that 
there may be a significant place 
for work on person and community 
during the first year of seminary 
study. 


The method of understanding, 
the epistemology, that dominates 
America, academe, and mueh of 
the Seminary is on the scientific 
model, In this model, the knower 
and known are separated, objec- 
tivity is sought, and to under- 
Stands) toi tekerthewsubsectimatter 
into possession without being af- 
fected by it. Thus one takes 
possession ofa text, method, e- 
vent, onmedoctrane,7 butmthersub— 
jgect matter is not allowed to al- 
ter feelings, actions, or life- 
space. Knowledge is then demon- 
Strated by some form of "show and 
tell,". such=as-asnew publication. 
We feel that such analytical know- 
ledge has a significant place in 
theological inquiry, but should 
remain subservient to full under- 
standing. 


The controlling mode of know- 
ledge also manifests itself in an 
"American fundamentalism"--the de- 
ductive approach to practical 
problems. One version is the E- 
vangelical tendency to cling to 
an infallible Scripture wmucheas 
a scientist clings to a knowable, 
irreducible, ultimate matter. Thi 
is idolatry since it takes as ul- 
timate those things which mind anc 
feeling help to bring about in 119 
guistic and symbolic representa- 
tions. The more common Protestant 
version is the assumption of a 
kerygmatic deposit, a faith know- 
ledge, which is uncontaminated by 
socio-political ands historicar 
mediation. In each of these, 
truth rides above history, awaitin 
application by its possessors, and 
struggles for justice or any ac- 
tual ‘conditions of Lifei.d6mnosg 
enter into the perspective of the 
interpreter or into the disclosure 
of the text. The result “isStnhat 
problems of justice and power are 
excluded from the serious work of 
theology and are considered only 
a special interest. This denies 
our historical: charactemrasea 
human species and violates the 
historical mediation of our reve- 
latory heritage. | 

Recent work in hermeneutics 
has been centered around this fun- 
damentalist epistemology which 
plagues most of our disciplines. 
Perhaps the seminary curriculum 
needsiian) introductory tyeaw of 
work by various specialized in- 
quiries concerning problems of 
interpretation, keeping at the 
forefront the interplay of thought! 
and action, faith and life, sym- 
bolization! and’social: structure? 
One approach could be a course 
addressing the problem of the 
authority of the tradition by ex- 
ploring various aspects of that 
tradition under the problematic 
of hermeneutics. This would 
place hermeneutics functionally 
at the center of our work, remem- 
bering thatj. best sceoer Goo] coare 
fied, hermeneutics also deals 
with a life of faith which is en- | 


MW complex world, 


meand- stratification; 





Church & Society, continued 


bedded in struggles with power and 
VLD Lence, Vingustice land faithless-— 
ness.melhiis wouldsworkgatetheru- 
nity ofethestheologicaltvtask be- 
fore leading students into special 
areas of interest, 


The Committee is concerned 
waunethe taski ofathe churches in 
the struggles for justice in this 
The churches are 
being shaped by the dynamics of 


Bsociety,- but the “church” is.one 
'of the few free spaces in this 

§ world. 
|} life, the church lives through the 
divine Word, 


However? conditioned its 


We must work to 
claim this free space for the work 


Hof empowering and advocacy, since 
Bones toly Spirits, othe bond. of 


mpeace, is also’ thes enabler of 
|freedom and courage to listen and 
# tO speak, Hierarchical models of 


theological work and ministry pre- 


| vent this ministry of servanthood 
in empowering the powerless, and 

| our seminary life, teaching methods, 
and understanding of teaching as 
Pministry. inculcate a contrary image 


Deeadomination, Our-common life is 
organized as a system of domination 
the place of 
CconmamctrinJvastruly, dialogical ,com- 
munity is given little attention; 
the lecture method generates a 
monologic atmosphere. In these 
respects, we are reinforcing a 
pattern of religious life which 
legitimates the domination of our 
world by corporate capitalism or 
State socialism. We are also 
Shielding our hierarchically or- 
ganized churches from the kind of 


/critique which could liberate them 


from their monologue--a monologue 


mcO which fewer and fewer seem to 


be listening. The thought and 
life in this seminary could have 
much to say to the future of the 
churches and ministry, if we are 
willing to subject our common life 
to serious theological scrutiny. 
Since such inquiry happens pri- 


Marily in course work, perhaps we 
micedean introductory) course..on 
ENUrcheand Min LStly elo ewhicnsours 
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vocations as students, as fa- 
Guluyeendetas ta) theo Lopacalcom-— 
munity could be considered. Az} 


Members of the Church & 
Society Committee (1980-81) 
(Not necessarily agreeing in 
Ruse witietae: positions ain-tthrs 


Stabement) - od meArMmsurone, 7G, 
Grubo ,2bvietoucik, “ls, fhivezcy., 
demenOodets ea G. BVOmnESOn, 


West, 


Meal nonacs., aa. 


Ga Ryerson, on, 
G. Winter. 
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Ody the contributors 
cessarily those of the 
or the editorial staff. 


“Editors: 8 Mereds th me eicarei 1 
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SPECIAL THANKS 

The Viewpoint editors would Like 
to thank the many unsung heros of this 
great year: Kathy Long, our typist; 
Deborah Douie, .our copy editor; Howard 
Klinev infduplicacane;) Ourecontributors, 
especially the regulars Steve, Don, 
Lee, Joseph, suzanna, and Roger; SGA 
for funding and wisdom in chosing us; 
Dr. Massa for diligent oversight; Dr, 
McCord! for Wirsemmpincd te trusc; Our 
faithful readership, especially the 
Board of Trustees and my mother; the 
Friends of the Seminary (who can also 
become Friends of the Viewpoint Edi- 
tors by a similar arrangement); WPTS 
for not providing any competition 
this semester (or last semester for 
thatematven)s sehourthwAkexpralquid 
Paper of Dallas; Best-Test Weasel 
Snot, Odvlrernton: somistn iConona ssCanad 
Dry; Tom Folts, na 
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THE EL SALVADOR QUESTIO 
DyaMichaet nn. Gatling 


A year ago I wrote an article 

for the Viewpoint in which I 
claimed to see some basic.simi- 
larities between the stance of 
tnhestclassi-c- civ le.reid.c ond st. and 
that of many of the politically 
active people at the Seminary. 
apeciiacally, ss Dystateds thaterthe 
Chessice Civ als inet e onds taps 
generally a right-wing ideologue 

who reads the Bible and discovers 

that Jesus is a right-wing ideol- 

fe Ofue: too. opAnd in-a suspiciously 

Similar way many people at Prince- 

ton gaze Sint omthe, macriwotures< and 

' see that -- lo and behold -- Jesus 

| was really a full-blown leftist 

| all the time:. the "Nazareth re- 
volutionary. " I saw this trend 

| (which is certainly not restricted 

B to PTS) as being one, of the, ear- 

| marks of an emerging civil re- 

| ligion -- a civil religion which 
deilccs ether ofad,one,,. asi tarypo Laical 
agenda at its core rather than 
the Gospel. I believe part of 

this agenda can be seen in the 

|} way the discussion concerning El 

Salvador has unfolded. 


. Kenneth Henke eulogized Os- 
car Romero in the same issue of 
| Viewpoint GAtorides24, 1080) eas, my 
article. Mr. Henke described what 
lis now common knowledge: Romero 
preached "on behalf of needed e- 
Sconomic, political, and social 
ichanges," he placed "heavy blame 
jfor the bloodshed on the failings 
pot the government to secure social 
Bjustice and. its quick.reliance.on 
military force to break up peaceful 
-ereaeeiode and straikes,)'s and 
phe urgently appealed to the Amer- 
ican people not to send military 
mi1d.to. ble salvador.., Mr,.penke 
also included what one does not 
hear mentioned nowadays: that 
Romero did not hesitate "to 
jcondemn killings or kidnappings 
my leftist guerillas." Romero 
Saw that. responsibility for the 
bloodshed was shared by leftists, 
rightists, and the government (by 
wlefault and by allowing extreme 


' 
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right1 ists to participate in the 
earned at Orces kh, aad ne stellt. that 
American aid to the government 
could only make things worse. 

Romer Gr. nalysis and judg- 
ments were probaoly accurate 
inen (repruary ,.1.900), abut ido 
UnevVeswels snold true voday? The 
people at PTS who are vocal on 
this tissue seem to.think so. A 
short note in a recent Wineskin, 
in announcing a memorial service 
LOG Us CatenOMer Ow S ue Ge deauleL 
Romero had spoken out against 
the government and nad been killed 
Dy, 2evernment forces... the. intro- 
GUCGGUON to Vim. snails nomily 
DrinGedediashhe. Mort lo | Oed 
Viewpoint Stated that Romero had 
oeen assasinated by "Salvadorian 
HeCUriny forces, In the OnLy, 
itself, Dr, Shaull describes how 
the UsA supports "blood-thirsty 
military ieaders" who are threat- 

led’ by any change of the status 
GUC, net Leon vanori and who “Kell 
thousands of people to contain 
these threats, Dr. Shaull be- 
lieves that “new historical de- 
velopments, especially popular 
movements" are the hope of the 
powerless and oppressed. But are 
these “Tacts" about Romero's 
Assasins rue. as Dre onaullis 
assesment of the leaders in El 
Salvador accurate and his ex- 
ero tee to et re pepo aleae move- 
ments" warranted? On each count, 
Ido not. believe so, 

According to the New York 
Times, the extreme right ig 
blamed for Romero's deatn. There 
is no evidence that government 
forces were involved. As to the 
“blood-thirstiness" of the lead- 
ers, in early May 1980, the man 
who is now president, José- 
Napoleon Duarte, was instrumental 
in helping crush a. right-wing 
coup attempt - with no shots 


+ 
fired.3 Two days after the mur- 
der OT LOUrsAmerican Catholic 
workers in December, 1980, Duarte 
(who would become president a 
week later) and another member 

of the ruling counsel gave the 

(Continugd.ons page 





Pima tvanor.  CONnLiInued 


armed forces a 48-hour ultimatum: 
MPUreeerAen tus terrorists from 
your ranks or we will resign," 
Salvadoran authorities have co- 
Operated awi thi tne reso eds, <n in- 
vestigating the murders of the 
four Catholic women and also in 
the murders of the Salvadoran and 
two Americans involved in the 
land-redistribution program, 2 Re- 
cently two rightists were arrested 
in’ ‘connection with the latter 
case, and progress is being made 
in the former. ° 


As for the leaders' resistance 
to changes in the status quo, in 
Poo 7948 CNesrulino ej untasan— 
nounced that it intended to in- 
stitute a land-redistribution pro- 
gram in which it would seize all 
360 or so large farms (owned by 
about 14 families),_and turn them 
TO cooperatives.’ The New York 
PIMC S#O Gehanuarcyu se LOO] w= Says , 
"Jesse Friedman, assistant direc- 
oreo une Tnstibusce for Free 
Labor Development, said that 90% 
of the expropriated land has al- 
ready been turned over to 2/3 of 
300,000 peasant families involved." 
Three hundred thousand families 
represents about 1.2 million peo- 
ple - roughly 25% of the population 
OL fica vadors= 25%80f=tne people 
now own land (or soon will) who 
never owned it before. This change 
in the status quo, strongly resist- 
ed by the right and the left, was 
instituted by the present leaders 
ete ava Gor, Forty-five million 
dollars has been borrowed to help 
these new landowners, and initial 
reports show high crop yield under 
these new owners. Jose Viera, 
former head of the program, was 
pushing for the inclusion of me- 
dium-sized farms (500-1200 acres) 





in the program when he was mur- 


idered January 3.10 


Meanwhile, 


'"the left has been exhorting the 


campesinos to burn their own 


‘crops so as to paralyze and de- 


oe 


} 


stroy the economy," according to 
Rupert Scofield of the Free Labor 


Minstitute, tl 
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I am not sure what group in 
Biesalvad0r- Dr: shavlds has. in 
mind when he mentions "popular 
movements" which strive to help 
the poor. I suspect he means 
the left, which is unfortunate, 
The left has encouraged the poor 
tO wWurnebnelre crops. sinew Lett 
is blamed for the shooting and 
bombing at Romero's funeral 
WhiCchmlectT Mop epeopile dead—— 
mostly peasants. Robert Beers, 
a CBS producer, said he witnessed 
the arrival of about a dozen 
guerrillas who immediately opened 
fire on a crowd milling around 
the main plaza of Tonacatepegue, 
kOe DOCG ee O mie Jay eke a Tiere 
And perhaps most damning of all, 
the acting Archbishop, Arturo 
Riveray Damas, has stated "that 
the leftist 'liberationists' have 
lost support ‘because the people 
saw that they tended toward the 
conquest of power for its own 
sake and not toward satisfying 
the hopes of the people.’ The 
Archbishop also took note that 
the majority of refugees are 
fleeing from the guerrillas, not 
the government,"1* Is this the 
popular movement Dr. Schaull is 
talking about? 


In all the Seminary discussion 
OvehIesalvacor,e f00miotutsece pri- 
marily a concern for the poor, 
bUutorather concernwiorm the poor 
used asa _reasonyfor ‘supporting 
thevvictorysaon whey popular” 
bentisteporces! Ii, bt calvador 
over the present government, I 
think these people are sincere in 
their belief that supporting the 
left equals concern for the poor, 
but it is a belief that either ig- 
NOVES OR ice VPNOtar GeO lsule EaCuS, 
And it is a belief that must be 
scrutinized since these people 
claim the Gospel as their start- 
vated Gslombalinn et giKs llc elmo Mahone Wicctcbes, 
Pacis ro wcricwerOrm sot CLV. 
religion, we must begin the pro- 
cess, Of scr iticism (and janalysis 
that we not be led astray by 
every wind of doctrine. This ar- 
ticle is offered towards that end, 


(Continued ©n page 6) 
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MURMERS 
by J.W. Cejka, III 


Ccdveat lector: The oet 2e1no. thesrersona) 


I (Fugued truths) 


felt your hand alongside mine. 

touched only your ears, and your heart is unhearing. 
did not want to be here. 

did- not? want: to; leave. 

loved you. 


FH WW HY 


itp ix(hne, first honestaquestion) 


Pee my GeO Vice tel 
(Allow pause for silence of memory of pain} 


tii «Ruminations ) 


And, of course, the whole bloody world is... 


In love? 
Well, yes, I suppose so, 
Pate 


iVae Gbecter to. burn) 


My heart beat like the clacking of rosary beads when I saw her, 
May our moans move into love. 

Hell yes, oh marry me, marry me. 

Everything worked but your brains. 


V (Remorse) 


It's just not cost effective to havesgonesoulsthavamuchs aen0n 
example, you could have invested that amount of money in a cer- 
tificate of deposit at 54% per annum and have done much better 
than be bending over the shaving bowl waiting to slice through 
somewhat pallid skin and sever your arteries. By the way, and 
honesty compels me to say this, always cut down, never across. 
Lovers are always so dramatic in their romancing. 


VI (The second honest question) 
Why can't we just be friends? 
Friends don't sleep together. 
VET eC Cenmtainty,) 
And that's all they want! 
I'm glad that you know them so well. 
VIII (Please allow time for computing your response. ) 


"T'd love you if only you were: 
"HT Schllowegy our iftvoulonly had ff 
mi deel ovemsrou ton lw aes 
"i od Love “you pCowe: 
"Love is a matter of meeting the qualifications." 
"“Preciselyr 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Bo salvador, continued 


Notes 


1)See Robert Price's "A Funda- 
mentalist Social Gospel?" 
GCheistian Century Nove 235 
1979) for an excellent de- 
Seripuron of swhat hewcails 
ste yea eters Ventriloquism. 














| 2)NYT 4/7 3)NYT 5/2/80 
ey NYT el 2 ee 5)NYT 4/16/81 
6) Ibid 7)NYT 4/7/80 
eee Ween Sp hipaa Gy sent 

Fast 1as Bt Li)NYE 1/6/81 


2) NYT ieee go Nene ec. 

Pies ee Posts -Mar..o,. 1981, 
as quoted in National Review, 
Mehes ith) geal steak aval 





NO WOMEN NEED APPLY 
DY Dard Houck - 


"We would want a man capable 
Oteconducuing an winiOrmayviver and 
inspirational worship service... 
a man well versed in Christian 
education..-.a man who is capable 
imM@phnentield of, youths ministry... 
Beetiogme: MAN. pu Maye wee Gavi 
OuUwr es cat O04 i TA vo Us hanke this 
Means "man" in the generic sense.) 
Diesels. aqU0tation. from) asGhunch 
Information Form I was given at 
the recent Face-to-Face in Roa- 
NoKess Vi reania.” | POUSticandidaryes 
and search committees from North 
Carolina, Virginia and West Vir- 
ginia met for two grueling days 
of interviews. 


Mine were especially gruel- 
ing. “We don't even have women 
elders, so there's no point in 
interviewing you." The only per- 
son I met who thought his church 
should have a woman pastor told 

Jime that he was a "communist" 
MOIS a ngecheesOc Na latiamnod1— 
tical sense) and that he was un- 
doubtedly the most liberal per- 
son in his congregation. 


At one point the head of a 
-search committee walked over to 
}the man sitting next to me and 
exes hameat they couldsarcance 





an interview. "We got stuck with 
two women to interview and we're 
JUuSe now Scing’ to ‘be bothered.” 


Lm nopewr tinge tips" to 
the PCUS, They are 
i rd, whereas UFC 
il tneir prejudice 
(Vie teOnee tesOr Germs. LO 
pearance of adhering 
eL Instead of 
telling us, "we don't want you 
because you are a woman," they 
use a more "sophisticated" ap- 
ClOACH wa Ve Ce churches. Walls 1 


terview a woman, and fly h 
around the COUnLEY and a ffirm 
her skilis Then they hire a man, 
My experience helps me un- 
derstand the distinction some 
Dlacks make between the North 
and. tiepoouni. Fre Ud tCeLexases 
in DOU: Pieces.) pUAWS. Prony 
northerners from being as blatant 
anout Gt. They mustemaintain 
g1lusions ©f impartiality, where- 
as in the South you know where 


you stand -- where you can't go 
and where you won't be hired. 
Perhaps in the long run that 
honesty hurts less than the il- 
lusions. 


To deny that there is pre- 
judice within the church is to 
deceive yourself. To say women's 
issues are not that important 

and to-excuse yourself by ration- 
alizing that change takes time, 

is to proclaim your own prejudice. 





This year®aterr 
seems that "women’s con cerns" 
have been viewed, by soe men 
and women, aserelativ 
nificant or as the se ae vested- 
interests of a few. However, if 
any part of the human family is 
discriminaccdsagainstaand.ex— 
cludedtachenenonersastirulyeiree. 
These are important issues for 
wONneMyNtonumiumManity and for the 
Church, the Body of the One who 
came to set us free. : 


--Ms. Houck, a senior from Man- 
lius, N.Y., spent several years as 
a social worker in Philadelphia be- 
fore entering seminary. (eds.) 








EXCERPTS FROM SEMINARY CONFERENCE 


MINUTES - APRIL 15, 1981 


Clot Ther sStatemensmecnabewas 
adopted by the Senior Faculty in 
response to the recommendation 
of the Seminary Conference on 
the Black Studies Proposal: 


The Senior Faculty has reviewed 
the suggestion of the Seminary 
Conference that an amended ver- 
Sion of the April 1980 response 
to the Black Studies Proposal be 
submitted to a forthcoming 
meeting of the Board of Trustees. 


According to the policies of the 


Seminary, the Senior Faculty is 
responsible for reviewing per- 
sonnel needs and for submitting 
to the Board nominations -for~-ex- 


sting sande prospective spositions,: 


We believe that our earlier re- 
commendation effectively sought 
DOmpAsSethis responsibility bo 
the Board, and we now express 
our intention to reclaim any 
Vitti tivesuhayurs py erlont anid 
responsibility our own. 


thes poard@atself has ssoughtmto 
enlarge its own minority member- 
Ships and the Administration has 
recently accomplished the ap- 
pointment of a black person to a 
position of major responsibility. 
As for the Senior Faculty, al- 
though it would be inappropriate 
and perhaps self-defeating at 
Sais epounte toe mention namecsmand 
fields, at least one search com- 
mittee is actively considering 

a black person for a senior po- 
sliinerel Site “eh GevadsKolin Wehetedl, (eltsten.™ 
pline, and we commit ourselves 
to equal diligence in other 
Searches at the tenured and non- 
tenured levels. 


S170 12 We recognize that there 
are currently five Faculty po- 

Sa tOnsmo pen, suwOeat eunesnon— 
tenured level and three at the 
Senior level, “This is'a "time of 
Opportunety, = [oe showtourn «support 
for the renewed Faculty commit- 
ment to pluralism at Princeton 


Seminary, we make the following 
recommendations: 


(1) We eall upon the search 
committees to examine the cri- 
teria by which a candidate for a 
faculty position is judged. 
Though we do not advocate any 
compromises in the quality of a- 
cademic credentials, it is cru- 
Cial that criteria be reviewed 
in order to increase the pool of 
Faculty candidates to include 
more Black candidates. 


(2) Ss Wercallesupomsnne Gommit see 
on Black Concerns and the Com- 
mittee on Women and Ministry to 
consider ways of making their 

resources available to the search: 
committees as they examine hirin 


a 


criteria and potential candidates, 


(3) We call upon the Faculty 

iHlaPc 
(a)actively engage in the 
search for potential Black fa- 
culty members and to regularly 
submit names to the search com- 
mittees, | 
(b) incorporate Black theology, 
history, tand tradition, into 
they curriculim meboth schrough 
the creation of new courses 
and the inclusion of such ma- 
terial in already existing 
courses, 
(e)reportrtorthe first meeting 
of the Seminary Conference for 
the academic year 1981-1982 an 
itemized review of the re- 
commendations in A Revised 
Proposal for an Afro-American 
Studies Program at Princeton 
Theological Seminary (December 
1979). This report should deal 
with each recommendation. indi- 
vidually and include specific 
steps taken on each one, as 
well as plans for future action 
on each one. 


ao We call upon students to 
‘hold the Faculty accountable to 
their intentions and commitments 
as noted above. 
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MURMERS 
Dy co. WwW. Cejka, wel. 


(caveat lector: The Poet is not the Persona) 


iW eGBucueds truths) 


felt your hand alongside mine. 

touched only your ears, and your heart is unhearing. 
did not want to be here. 

did not want to leave. 

loved you. 


FH HW 


II (The first honest question) 


Did-you love her? 
(Allow pause for silence of memory of pain) 


hin meRUMGnatLOns) 


And, of course, the whole bloody world is... 


In love? 
Well, yes, ! suppose so, 
Pie yes 


Ji (ORearhneien Suey lolbieiat! 


My heart beat like the clacking of rosary beads when I saw her. 
May our moans move into love. 

Hell yes, oh marry me, marry me. 

Everything worked but your brains. 


V (Remorse) 


ies Sjust) mot cost ert ective Fo haveszone ous that much... For 
example, you could have invested that amount of money in a cer- 
tificate of deposit at 54% per annum and have done much better 
than be bending over the shaving bowl waiting to slice through 
somewhat pallid skin and sever your arteries. By the way, and 
honesty compels me to say this, always cut down, never across. 
Lovers are always so dramatic in their romancing. 


VI (The second honest question) 
Why can't we just be friends? 
Friends don't sleep together, 
VevieeecCentainuy) 
And that's all they want! 
I'm glad that you know them so well. 
VIII (Please allow time for computing your response.) 


"T’d love you if only you were: 
io Vove=’VOUs it Svousoniy nad " 
Ee OVe™ yOUs OL vee ie 
ee LO Cmmny Osmo Lis: 
"Love is a matter of meeting the qualifications," 
"Precisely." 


(Continued on page 9) 
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whole realm of futility asso-. 
CAA Cede witne 2u. Cr wore Tobe 
worthless, The exhortation is 
MOGivating and helpful, for he 
asks us to acknowledge that the 
Power recreating us is also our 


Guide in the way we live--not our 


guide only in devotions, prayers, 
Chapetimeor church, but our Guide 
in every single aspect of our 
Divanowe Trereris no parkaem Our 
Wives too, holy to obe sbouchied 
or contaminated by all the prob- 
menopands strugesies of slite ssOur 
livess=ane ofa piece, and wesare 
Vom LOWwetnesoDlric lO.) cadets, 
to take us time and time again 
away from the old realm of the 
Sarx -- the realm of pride, 
boasting, begrudging, revenge, 
gloating over another's mistake 
or mess, and competing; the 
‘realm of all the dead-end acti- 
vities we indulge in when we de- 
pend on ourselves, when we are 
ungrateful, and when we don't 
detathe: Spirit control ule 
lives, 


Palio nenm@ a vers seo ceus 
Gugnt eto the heart of cur laving 
spDirit—-led lives, for he dis- 
CUuSccomOoUD re laLnonsnt ps wich 
others; and he ends there too 
(at 6:10). When we judge in- 
stead of heal and forgive and 
restore to wholeness; when we 
turn our backs on the misery 
guilt, and grief of others in- 
stead os sharing it; and when 
we deny our own vulnerability 
Dyenicme PetlLings others siaremour 
own misery, - guilt, and grief; 
when we are not, in essence, 


, walking in Lowen then ne > paws t 


icmnOmponger Veading us, gg Ltibs 
as simple, and as complicated, 


aSeb nase 


BUtAWhLCh COMES =i irs 7, 10 
longer walking in love, or 
having false ideas about oneself 
(6; Be! At seminary “the tempta-— 
tion is immense to lapse bac 
into the world of jealousy and 
competition, self-worry and 
self-glory, status and popular- 
ity--forgetting not only the 


f ministry before us but also the 


i } 


ministry we are called to ful- 
To ierOW ami Orewa Tes SO eiicily 
temptations: we try to under- 
stand eur calleand why we are 
here, and we deny the very call 
that brought us here; we need 
atfirmac.ony, apuL wee are coniused 
DO e ae Geer Omer SOUrece, We 
falsely believe that we can 

eet further on our own--neither 
burdened nor lightened by others, 
fooling them, maybe even fooling 


God, 
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i ina sNconvtc— 
tion can make all the difference. 
50 we hang in there, not just be- 
Cavee ramiIwacks sUsceLo .enotei ust 
(thotchbine part) ous Of srati- 
tude for the glimpse of the fu- 
ture we've been given, not just 
because others have done so for 
us and now it is our turn. We 
aang in there--with empowering 
notivation and renewed hope, be- 
cause we are convinced that the 
Spirit is hanging onto us, as we 
let that Holy Spirit “do our 
walking," together, for one a- 
HOLiee ee Ao ears. 





)APRIL 30 IS YOM HASHOA 
by John Delautre 


a 


3 
4 


é 
‘ 
t 

7 


mrol, 


In the summer of 1944, when 
the Nazi extermination machine 
was operating at its peak, Jew- 
ish babies were torn from their 
mothers in the gas chambers and 
thrown into pits of burning pet- 


4g a translation from themNULems 
purg trials concerning this 
crime: 


Russian prosecutor: How am I to 
understand this? Did they throw 
them into the fire alive or did 

they kill them Parser Ts 


They threw them pay ish 
live. Their screams could be 
heard in the camp. Tee's ditt 
cult to say how many Crea Gen 
were destroyed in this way. 


Witness: 


Russian prosecutor: Why did 


they do this* 


Tt's difficult to say. 
We don’t know whether they wanted 
+o economize on gas or whether 
there was not enough room ner EBS 
gas chambers. 


Witness: 


There are Nazi war memorandums 
extant wnich register complaints 
+o the concentration camp admin- 
istration of the expense of gas 
being used to kill these Jews, 
and thus it seems that it. was 
the economic reason that led to 
+he murder of these children in 
this way. 


To be specific, the COS GOL 
gassing a single Jew at tha Lme 
was about half a cent. 


Reflecting on this unbe- 
Lievable but true fact, Rabbi 
and professor Irving Greenburg 


made the following comment: 


The following conversation | 
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that ina world 
are burnt alive 


It seems to me 
where children 


to save half a penny» iS 
very difficult +5 talk about 
COC tee il lee believe that not 


until we confront the fulness” 
of that scene can one begin 

to understand what legitimate 
religious statements can be 
aed Aa el belveviel no Suauen 
ments about God can ever pe 
credible again» unless the 

are statements that can be 
made in the presence of those 
burning children. (From a 
speech made at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, April, 1979). 


that all of us 189) 
the seminary agree that as Chris- 
+ians we are pound to take the 
responsibility %° be genuinely 
contemporary with our world, 

and so we are compelled do deal 
Wako tue Holocaust for what it 
is, a revelatory event. We must 
come to erips with the complex 
of events which involved the 
West's most) “Civilized” Nabsolue. 
ia nation of baptized Christians - 
in perhaps the most heinous pro- 
gram of sin ever known. To fail 
+o dominic. anc +o attempt Chris- 
+ian ministry without this vical 
reflection and preparation, is 
+o grant to the Holocaust shane! 

the, forces behind it some measure 
of continued victory. 


Mm anes loe 


Let us avoid the Budi OL 
this neglect. April 30 was Yom 
Hashoa, the Jewish day of com- 
memoration for +he Holocaust. 

Tet us take time to begin, if we 
have not already, +o reflect on 
this event and how it will‘affect 
our lives and ministries. Re- 
‘sponsible Gneistial faith de- 
mands no less. 


For there is one thing more 
terrible than one 2EOUD Sees 5 
tematic slaughter of some six 
mie Lon innocents; and tegst 
would be such a thing happening 
se ksi: succeeding generations 
allowing it to be forgotten. 
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Une VOLCE NOT STOPPED 
by Laurence Lee Olson 


I will no more kiss your white Jesus 
nor bow to his sweet three piece suit 

my shouts can shake your bone white churches 
can dig past your last buried root 

till each dead tower in dark night shatters 
and new trees grow that swell toward fruit 


your guns cant hold my heart from beating 
my blood will drown your piush clean pews 

your lies wont turn my tongue from singing 
learn then to shudder with these blues 

each lines iewrite fiames and its blazing 
burns past the pale masks your fears choose 


ft amether brack sehrist youn whips slorvured 
the wife you chained inside safe walls 
the red Christ your greed slaved and slaughtered 
thiemenwis Gewhose stnormen nelledulovescuiit calls 
the voice not stopped the dream not martyred 
the stone toward which your temple falls 


WHO ARE YOU? 


I have been told by your people how to think about you; 
You, God Almighty, above Heaven, below nothing; 

You who have had so many faces through the ages. 

Who are you? 


Are you the Creator of this world and what lies beyond it? 
Did you set us apart from other living creatures, 
or do we flatter ourselves by believing we should be 

Lords of Creation? : 
I wonder what Creation would say if she could speak to us. 
I wonder if we would listen, 


Many have boasted of knowing your will, 

and marched forward at your command. 

Only to find that you have instructed others to go in the 
opposite direction. 

Perhaps you are confused as +o what VOULWOULG ike us: to do, 

Or could it be that you have never spoken? 

And the words we hear are nothing more than the longing 
of our own hearts? 


You, God Almighty, above Heaven, below nothing; 
I hope you have a sense of humor. 

I hope you are patient. 

I hope you are there, 
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